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Miss Frankel: A walk in the park at Scottsville.  

(Photo: Candiese Marnewick) 

MISS Frankel put a disappointing Cape debut behind her with a 

scorching Maiden win over 1000m at Scottsville on Wednesday 

afternoon, racing freely in the hands of Anton Marcus.  

 

The winning distance was four lengths, but she was racing away 

powerfully at the end and the margin would have been 10 lengths 

or more over 1200m, even if she just ran along. 

 

Miss Frankel is a “pressure filly” – she’s a beautiful specimen 

with a world-class pedigree and breeder Pippa Mickleburgh and 

company scooped the word “Miss” which must have been in hot 

demand with European breeders when Frankel went to stud four 

years ago. 

 

The pressure, of course, won’t let off at all until she’s well-proven 

and established, and trainer Dennis Drier is understandably taking 

the race-by-race route in the wake of so many eyes focused on this 

good-looking chestnut. 

 

Drier has made no predictions for her, but one can sense even in 

the measured sentiments being expressed by her connections that 

Miss Frankel might well be something special. 

PROMISING SENTIMENTS EXPRESSED 

Miss Frankel’s effortless Maiden win 

The trainer spoke about her unplaced 

run in the Cape in January and said: 

“Nothing went right for her that day. 

No one was to blame. I thought it was 

just stage fright. But this is the Miss 

Frankel I know at home and today she 

showed me that ability on the course. 

I would like to thank the Taberers and 

Pippa (Mickleburgh). I know there 

were big offers for her and they stuck 

with me.” 

 

“Miss Frankel  is excitable, she’s not 

like her dam (Val De Ra) and she’s 

had a couple of little setbacks. But 

she’s a privilege to train. Thanks to 

Anton Marcus and Sean Veale for 

putting in hard work with her,” Drier 

said. 

 

Marcus didn’t reveal an ability  

assessment, something many of us 

were waiting for.  He said about his 

armchair ride: “Pippa sent me an sms 

asking me to look after her girl, so I 

didn’t use my stick.” 

 

Not that it was necessary, anyway! - tt 

Khan back, Turffies today 

FORMER Champion jockey Mark 

Khan has come out of retirement and 

will have four rides to start at 

Turffontein today. We wish him well. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Proudly Radka! One horse lady on fire! 

WE are delighted to bring you this  

morning a collection of beautiful photos 

of Radka Hovadova, employed in  

horseracing, fiercely proud of the sport 

and not ashamed of herself and her  

appearance either. 

 

Radka works for the UK’s top trainer, Sir 

Michael Stoute at Newmarket and she’s 

the groom of his best horse Ulysses, yes-

terday’s Gr1 Juddmonte winner at York. 

 

To our knowledge, Radka, a part-time 

fashion model, has only received praise 

and love for living her life as she chooses.  

A student of agritourism and business, 

she’s a clever girl too! 

 

Radka looked perfectly happy to pose in 

these photos and word has it that neither 

Stoute, jockey Jim Crowley or the  

Niarchos family treated her with  

disrespect after they were published. 

 

We’d want to call her Turf Talk’s first 

Page 3 girl, but this is Page 2, that  

famous brand belongs to The Sun and 

we’re a horseracing publication.   

 

Our readers and advertisers are similarly 

grown-up, however, they  enjoy the finer 

things in life, have a sense of humour and 

live in the 21st century in  (to page 4) 
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RADKA (...cont) 

 

which the rabid who see disgusting motives in  

everything and spread hate from their rooftops 

should be silenced, not given half an ear. 

 

In a world where bombs explode around us;  

fascists, warmongers and zealots are praised and 

protected, children are mass-abducted and  

molested, animals are abused and slaughtered and 

Robert Mugabe and his wife are allowed to roam 

freely, we prefer to celebrate and enjoy the few 

good things that are left. -  tt. 

Oh Rrradka….  

Ve laf yu!!!! 
PHOTOS: THANKS COYOTAK PICTURES; 

STEVEN CARGILL 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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  IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

Tapit sires 100th stakes winner 
 

US Champion sire Tapit, responsible for Klawervlei 

Stud’s exciting young stallion Coup De Grace, reached 

another major landmark in his remarkable career when his 

son Blind Ambition won the Quick Call Stakes at Saratoga 

recently, his 100th stakes winner. 

 

Blind Ambition, who has now won three of six starts, is 

one of 16 individual black type winners in North America 

this year for Tapit, whose daughter Dream Dancing (a 

23rd G1 winner for Tapit) won the G1 Del Mar Oaks on 

Saturday. Other notable G1 winners for Tapit in 2017 in-

clude Cupid and Belmont Stakes winner Tapwrit, a runner 

in this weekend’s G1 Travers Stakes at Saratoga. 

 

At the time of writing, Tapit (represented by five  

individual G1 winners in 2016) sired runners have already 

banked over $8 million in 2017 in North America alone. 

 

Triple Champion Sire Tapit, whose son Concord Point is 

the sire of brilliant recent G1 Longines Test Stakes winner 

American Gal, is also now making his mark as a sire of 

sires, with his son Tapizar among the Leading Second 

Crop Sires in North America. 

 

Multiple graded stakes winner Coup De Grace, whose first 

foals have arrived to rave reviews this season, is the only 

son of this truly remarkable stallion currently standing at 

stud in South Africa and he looks well on track to continu-

ing the great Tapit legacy.  - tt. 

THE SECRET TO HIS SUCCESS 

FINALLY, we know why he is so good! Here’s Aidan 

O’Brien, the Ballydoyle wizard, getting blessed by the 

Pope (out of picture) at the Cheltenham Festival. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1

