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Jock Davey Russell punches horse on its head 

―Nothing out of the ordinary,‖ he says 

Davey Russell:  “...not sure everyone on social media 

quite understands how a thoroughbred racehorse  

handles at race time.” 

EVERYONE involved with horses or working in the 

racing industry have seen, at times, that trainers or  

jockeys or even veterinarians and farriers give horses a 

firm slap on the bum; even a slap on the shoulder to  

discipline them. Sometimes a slap is accompanied by a 

shout. ―Hey!‖ Invariably, it works. Horses stand still so 

that their hooves or knees can be checked for injuries, or 

that medicine or vaccinations can be administered. 

 

Now we have an incident, however, in which Irish jump 

jockey Davey Russell punched his mount on the head 

with his fist shortly before a race at Tramore Racecourse 

in County Waterford, Ireland, last Friday. It happened 

just after his mount King’s Dolly approached a hurdle in 

a slow manner. She got up to it, hesitated and stopped. 

 

The press releases on the issue state that Russell, 

―appears to strike King’s Dolly in the face,‖ but the 

video shows that it’s a punch on the head  - albeit not a 

Mayweather-type right hook that flattens the mare - and 

this is what horse lovers are understandably upset about. 

 

Irish Turf Club chief executive Denis Egan said on Sun-

day that the Turf Club would examine what footage was 

available and then decide whether or not any rules have 

been broken. 

 

"A decision on whether the matter will be  

referred on will be made before the end of the 

week," Egan said. 

 

He added: "We will talk to Davy over the next 

day or two and see what he has to say. When 

we have done that and, after we hear all the 

sides of the story, we will then decide whether 

the matter needs to be referred on for further 

investigation. We need to decide whether or not 

any rules have been broken. The matter will be 

fully investigated." 

 

Footage appears to show the rider striking 

Kings Dolly at a show obstacle before a two-

mile mares' handicap hurdle at the evening  

fixture. 

 

Russell told the Irish Daily Star: 

"Unfortunately, the Turf Club are looking at 

what happened at Tramore so I cannot really go 

into the specifics. 

 

"The situation with Kings Dolly was an  

ordinary enough situation and I didn't do  

anything out of the ordinary. 

 

There are individuals on social media consider-

ing public protests and one, Harriet Fuller 

(@HattieLFuller), tweeted, ―If Davy Russell 

thinks punching a horse isn't out of the ordinary 

on the racecourse then I dread to think what he 

does behind closed doors!‖ 

"I'm not sure everyone on social media quite 

understands how a thoroughbred racehorse  

handles at race time, but I am happy speak to 

the Turf Club about this.  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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DAVEY RUSSELL  (...cont) 
 

―I ride every horse to win!‖ 

 

The race day stewards missed the incident but the 

Turf Club has launched an investigation after  

becoming aware of the matter on Saturday  

evening. 

 

They can take retrospective action where deemed 

appropriate. See video here, scroll down page. 

 

-Extracts from Irish Independent, Racing Post. 

 

 

 

 

TRAINER Piet Steyn (back, middle) with friends and 

connections after his winner at Kenilworth last   

Sunday. 

Piet Steyn, a true master  

with cheap horses 
 

WHEN E. L. P. ―Piet‖ Steyn was 22 years old, he 

was the youngest licensed trainer in South Africa. 

That was back in 1981, after he’d served his time as 

an assistant to the legendary Peter Kannemeyer. The 

nature and fabric of racing was different then. There 

were more medium-sized stables in operation. Horses 

were spread evenly and not as hard to come by for the 

―small guy‖ as they are today. 

 

Over the years Piet sent out hundreds of winners, 

with dozens of stakes winners including Queen’s 

Elect, Justerini and Double Vodka. He also ran  

second in the Durban July with Gitano. ―My leading 

owners were Chris Sandes and Jim Thompson, they 

may have had the fastest 100 winners ever as an own-

ing partnership but they are no longer in racing; and 

Piet Gilliomee, who tragically died in a car accident. 

When you lose owners like these it’s hard to remain 

up there among the log-leaders, especially nowadays. 

Plenty of small owners have left the  (to page 4) 

Brown bags a feature 

race in China 
 

JOCKEY Sherman Brown’s trip to China proved 

fruitful on Sunday when he won the feature race on 

Australian-bred Hales.  

 

Brown was invited to participate in the China 

Equine Cultural Festival in Ordos where he was 

joined by three other international jockeys in 

Daniel Moor (Australia), Alexander Ivanskoy 

(Russia) and Sheldon Rodrigo (Trinidad and To-

bago). They competed against some of China’s 

best young riders in four races. 

 

The main race was the CECF North Dakota Classic 

and Brown had a comfortable ride on Hales who 

won easily.  

 

The bay gelding is no stranger to the festival as last 

year he won the Yitai Cup during the same event. 

 

Earlier on the card, the aptly named Ordos Coat 

won the Anglo Hibernian CECF International 

Breeders’ Cup, Seymour was victorious in the 

Australian Turf Club CECF Champions Cup with 

female jockey Zhang Ruirui in the irons and Ville-

quier narrowly took the Sir Owen Glenn CECF 

Genghis Khan Cup.—Jack Milner/TAB News. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.independent.ie/sport/horse-racing/watch-irish-turf-club-investigate-davy-russell-after-he-appeared-to-punch-a-horse-36049850.html
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PIET STEYN (...cont) 

 
game and here in the Cape things have become very 

―clicky‖. 

 

In 2017, aged 59, Piet is regarded as a veteran of 

the sport, but he is youthful in looks and at heart 

and is still doing his best with a string of only 20 

horses, a few of them unraced. They’re all 

―cheapies‖ – horses bought for R60,000 or less.  

Four of his runners caught the eye with wins in the 

first three weeks of the new season, giving Piet 

Steyn a 28% win rate from 14 runs, the highest in 

the land at present. 

 

The stats will change as the season progresses and 

the big yards start stepping out their runners, but 

we’re hoping to see Piet enjoy more than the eight 

winners he saddled last season. He’s halfway there 

within a few weeks and he says: ―I had very little to 

compete with last season and my horses went off 

the boil during winter. But things are looking up, 

you try in this game and then you try harder again.‖ 

Piet’s recent winners include Call Me Darling, a 

R10,000 purchase by Surging River who has won 

over R200,000, the others being Waitingfortonight 

(Rebel King, R15,000); Metorite (Noordhoek Flyer, 

R15,000) and Waiting For Rain (Black  

Minnaloushe, R60,000). The four have won almost 

R1-million between them. 

 

―I run my yard as a business, I have to look for 

value buys because the big stables get the prized 

horses. I’m content though, a horse doesn’t know 

its pedigree or its price. In humans you can have a 

Springbok rugby player married to a Springbok 

Call Me Darling (nearest camera), got up late to 

win for Piet Steyn and jockey Grant van Niekerk. 

(Pic by Wayne Marks) 

Netball player and their child may end up homeless 

on the street, with no talent or ambition.  I do most 

of my vetting on my own, my training fee is low and 

the only vet bill you will get is for the gelding of a 

horse.‖ 

 

Piet is known for turning them out ―smart and 

flashy‖, shiny in the coats and he explains:  ―I feed 

my horses myself, morning and night, and I’m with 

them most of the time because that’s what I like to 

do. When you grow up with horses, looking after 

them properly becomes a way of life. We feed them 

well, we treat them well.  

 

―My brother Andries Steyn and I both go back to the 

Cape Hunt days when we rode them too alongside 

people like Mike Bass and Chris Snaith, top horse-

men.  That’s when we got to know thoroughbreds, 

we love them. I rode a horse called ―Isak‖ for a 

while, he was owned by Isak Burger and was very 

fast, he won a Milnerton 1200m in 1m:12s one day. I 

remember looking up to the grandstand and it was 

packed to capacity! Andries is in the same boat as I 

am, we know how to train horses but we’re not given 

any to train!‖ 

 

Piet was sent a few young horses  

recently by leading owners Bryn  

Ressell and Marsh Shirtliff. He tells:  

“They are cheapies, two are by Gitano 

Hernando who is going to be a good 

stallion. I’d love to have success for 

owners like Bryn and Marsh as I own 

most of my horses on my own these 

days. People forget what you can do.” 
 

There were plenty of lots sold in the R10,000 to 

R30,000 range at last week’s National Two-Year-

Old Sale and Piet comments: ―Yes, those are exactly 

the ones I am always after, decently bred bargain 

buys!‖   

 

He jokes: ―At the moment, however, I will stay with 

the sales held in the Western Cape. Think about it, to 

get my hands on a R10,000 horse last week 

would’ve cost me a return flight to Johannesburg and 

a place to stay, that’s another 10k, plus my drinks 

bill, perhaps even more than that; plus a truck to get 

the horse to the Cape, another 5k, and I could’ve 

been arrested for bad behaviour!‖ - tt. 
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Twice Over wins in two centres 

Twice Over at Klawervlei Stud. 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s promising young stallion Twice 

Over enjoyed a notable winning double this Saturday with 

his progeny scoring in two different provinces. 

 

First of the champion’s runners to score was the Robbie 

Sage trained Think Twice, who showed her appreciation 

for the step up to 1600m by breaking her duck in convinc-

ing terms at Turffontein on Saturday. 

 

Bred by the Rosedene Stud, and owned by Sylvia Vrska 

and Colin Bird, Think Twice was a R125 000 buy from the 

2016 Emperors Palace Select Yearling Sale. 

 

Trainer Vaughan Marshall sent out the consistent Flash 

Twice to win his first race at Kenilworth on Saturday, with 

the Ken and Jane Truter owned colt gaining a well earned 

award for consistency (he had been second at his last two 

outings) with an emphatic length score over 1400 metres. 

 

Bred by the Favour Stud, Flash Twice had cost his  

connections R225 000 at last year’s Cape Premier Year-

ling Sale. 

 

Twice Over, whose Normandy Stud bred daughter Libra 

had won nicely at Kenilworth just days earlier, has now 

been represented by eight first crop winners, with this tally 

including the Cape bred champion and Equus Award 

nominee Sand And Sea. 

 

The four time G1 winner and European champion, whose 

close relatives include current high class G1 performers 

Antonoe and Time Test, is fully booked for this breeding 

season.  - tt. 

  IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1

