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Gosden: “If I can just say something…” 

Top UK trainer John Gosden has tried to help his stable jockey Robert Havlin, banned in France for the  

alleged use of Colombian Marching Powder. 

TWICE UK Champion trainer John Gosden  

unsuccessfully attempted an impassioned  

intervention for banned jockey Robert Havlin, who 

received a six-month ban after traces of cocaine 

was found in his urine at a St Cloud race meeting in 

France last September. Havlin hotly denied taking 

cocaine, but he will now have to serve the entirety 

of the ban which ends on 4 October. 

 

After two appeals in France against the original ban 

were rejected, Havlin went to the British  

Horseracing Authority on Tuesday with an  

application that the final seven weeks of the  

suspension should not be reciprocated. His  

solicitor, Rory MacNeice, argued that the ban 

should have been backdated to the point when he 

was first suspended in France, shortly after the 

positive sample was declared, as had been done in a 

2013 cocaine case involving Frankie Dettori. 

MacNeice argued Havlin had in fact served an eight-

month suspension and should now be allowed to  

return to the saddle. He pointed to a letter from 

France Galop which appeared to give the BHA  

permission to make its own decision about when the 

ban should have started. 

 

Gosden intervened as the panel rose to consider its 

verdict, silencing the room by sheer force of will and 

returning those present to their seats. “If I can just 

say something,” he called out. “I’ve worked with Mr 

Havlin for 17 years. I would not have stood by him if 

I thought he’d been a fool, I wouldn’t be here. 

 

“I believe he has suffered an appalling miscarriage of 

justice. He has been through eight months of 

Kafkaesque hell and I hope you are able to end it. 

The door has been opened by France Galop and I 

hope you feel able to walk in.”    (to page 2) 
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GOSDEN SAYS… (...cont) 
 

However, a BHA disciplinary panel ruled there had 

been no breach of natural justice by France Galop 

and therefore it had no power to do anything but 

reciprocate the ban. “We do have sympathy for Mr 

Havlin, who has maintained his innocence  

throughout this unfortunate affair,” said Patrick 

Milmo QC, delivering his verdict. “But sympathy 

alone is not sufficient to allow us to interfere with 

the reciprocation of a suspension.” 

 

At the core of the case was Havlin’s decision in 

January to cease riding in Britain after the news of 

his positive sample. At that point he was subject to a 

“medical suspension” in France but not a  

disciplinary suspension that the BHA would have 

been obliged to reciprocate and, because of a gap in 

the rules, the BHA might not have been able to  

prevent him from riding at that time. 

Havlin relinquished his licence voluntarily, having, 

he said, been advised by his French lawyers that the 

time served would be taken off any eventual ban. 

But France Galop said it had changed its policy in 

2014 and no longer reduced its bans in that manner, 

so that Havlin’s six months did not start to run until 

the appeal process ended in early April. 

“It‟s disappointing but I‟m going to have to 

wipe my mouth and move on,” Havlin said. 

“Throughout the whole case, we‟ve tried to 

do everything that we thought was right and 

tried to help the relevant authorities... We 

gave them 100% help. Obviously, it‟s fell on 

its knees yet again.” He will continue with a 

claim against France Galop in the French 

courts, where he seeks damages for  

defamation and loss of earnings. 
 

“He’s an innocent man,” said Gosden, adding that 

Havlin had missed riding four Group-race winners 

for him while suspended. “I don’t think the French 

have followed their own protocols. This’ll come out 

in the French law case. And he’s played it  

absolutely straight ... and yet he has suffered for 

playing it absolutely straight and correctly. I don’t 

think that’s a good message to go out. 

 

“If he’d done something silly, he’d be the first to 

come and tell me. Then you’d do your time. Frankie 

did, let’s face it. He was up-front about it. But this is 

not right and therefore we’ll continue to fight it.” - 

Original report in The Guardian, edited.. 

Rab Havlin: “My nose is clean!” 

 Chris Santos wins the „Moolah‟ 

CHRISTOPHER Santos (25) is the winner of the 

August 2017 “Moutonshoek Moolah” competition. 

He will receive R15,000 towards a two-year-old 

purchase from Moutonshoek Stud Farm at the  

National Two-Year-Old Sale that starts at 11am this 

morning. Santos is a keen racing enthusiast who has 

had shares of horses with trainer Craig Mayhew 

and the late Lance Wiid. He is also agent for top 

jockey Callan Murray and seems to have had a 

good feeling about this competition, saying: “I have 

my eye on a few at Moutonshoek, I've done my 

inspections there already.” Thanks also for entries 

received from Scott Kenny, Paulo Do Carmo, 

Marshin  Chettiar, Kevin Naidoo, Frank Venter and  

Gerard Thompson. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Lot 95: Bred for speed! 

HEVERSHAM Park’s Lot 95 comes up for sale 

in the first session today. His name is Paquirri 

(by Toreador) and he hails from the family of 

American Emblem, Rotterdam and Harry  

Hotspur. He is from a young mare, a definite 

racing prospect. 

Half a dozen from Andalusia 
 

THERE is something for every buyer in the 

Andalusia Stud draft at the National Two Year 

Old Sale. The six horse draft includes a colt by 

G1 winner Byword from the family of new sire 

William Longsword, and champions Victory 

Moon and Imperious Sue (Lot 71), while another 

in the draft is lot 97, a colt by leading first crop 

sire Lateral out of a five-time winning daughter 

of the successful broodmare sire Windrush. This 

is the same family as multiple G1 winner and 

Equus Award winner, Yorker.  

 

Lateral, whose offspring include the G1 winner 

Bilateral, is also sire of lot 113, a colt out of a 

five time winning Captain Al mare, as well as lot 

277, a colt out of a four time winning half-sister 

to Listed Sea Cottage Stakes hero Fenerbahce. 

Last two in this draft are a pair of colts by the 

well bred Sadler’s Wells sire Doowaley. Lot 225 

is out of a winning sister to Oaks winner Villiera, 

while lot 397 is out of a winning own sister to six 

time stakes winner Mat Gold and half-sister to G1 

SA Classic third Sporting Boy. -  BSA Media. 

JOCKEY Sherman Brown is jetting off to China to 

participate in the China Equine Cultural Festival in 

Ordos. Themed “Touching the World”, the 2017 event 

will be the sixth instalment of a festival that has 

quickly proven its worth as a promoter of grassroots 

racing in China. 

 

Brown will be joined by three other international jock-

eys in Daniel Moor (Australia), Alexander Ivanskoy 

(Russia) and Sheldon Rodrigo (Trinidad and Tobago) 

and they will compete against some of China’s best 

young riders on Sunday in four races. 

 

“I received a call from Deon Visser, who used to train 

in South Africa, who told me there was going to be an 

international meeting in China and asked whether I 

was interested in riding at the event,” said Brown this 

week. I told him that I was and he got the ball  

rolling.” 

 

Brown has ridden overseas before, in Mauritius, 

where he was champion jockey, Dubai and Macau. 

“It’s a two-day event but the actual races are on  

Sunday. On Saturday, we have to do press confer-

ences and things like that. They are doing it to boost 

their racing. The whole event is a cultural thing to 

boost their racing and get people interested. We race 

on a sand track but they have redone the whole course 

and it looks amazing.”  -Jack Milner/TAB News. 

Sherman Brown to ride in China 
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 Scenes from 2017 Equus Awards 

Champion apprentice Lyle Hewitson (right) with  Gauteng 

Academy Master Robert Moore. 

Champion breeder John Koster (Klawervlei Stud, left), 

with Michael Leaf. 

An award for Outstading Breeder was accepted by  

Varsfontein Stud’s Susan Rowett (middle), flanked by  

Pierre de Vos and Leo Scribante. (JC Photos). 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

