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CHALLENGING THE NOTION OF „BEST TO THE BEST‟ 

Breeding the right stallion to the right mare 

Moofeed, a son of Duke Of Marmalade with exceptional speed, will be serving the ‘right’ mares. 

FRED BRONS, representing his ThoroughBlood Blueprint Analysis System and Gauteng’s  

Heversham Park Stud, questions the conventional “Best To The Best” method as  

thoroughbred breeding’s “Be All And End All”. He’s an out-of-the-box thinker with a  

mission to breed, “the best horse in the world” using the somewhat unconventional “right 

stallion to the right mare” pedigree theory. He explains... 

IN 1978 I attended my first National Yearling Sales 

and my question, after looking at the network of 

pedigrees was, “how do I know what is good or  

mediocre?” The answer, I thought, was to look out 

for the Persian Wonder and New South Wales  

yearlings. Well, that did not help as they were the 

Trippi‟s, Captain Al‟s and Dynasty‟s of today. 

 

From then and until today, the breeders and buyers 

focus on the term „breed the best with the best and 

hope for the best!‟ But that was okay for the „big 

boys‟, as it is today, and only about 5% or 6% of the 

bloodstock make up the best.   

This is where the idea of „Breed right with right and 

the future can be bright!‟ was borne and this was 

intended to work for the estimated remaining 94% 

to 95% of our Bloodstock. 

 

Over the next 30 years, the unique ThoroughBlood 

Blueprint Analysis System was developed. It did not 

deny any of the existing systems, but as a lover of 

mathematics and statistics I needed a system that 

was going to be a measurable guide, that would 

define a combination of Sire and Mare/Broodmare 

Sire that would distinguish one sire from the other 

with a definite calculus of as little as (to page 2) 
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BREEDING RIGHT TO RIGHT (...cont) 

 

0.001 to place one sire ahead of the other. 

 

This does not mean that there are any 

guarantees, as we will never be able to 

play God, and no two siblings would 

ever be the same, but it will give a 

comfort to the best possible chance to 

success through the pedigree.  It will 

not compensate for all the other im-

portant factors, from conformation, 

temperament, breeding areas, grooms, 

trainers, feeding, and the list goes on.  

The starting point, however, is  

pinpointed like a sharp pencil. 
 

To compensate for some of these vital elements it 

was going to be important to find a partner(s) who 

was willing or rather believing in the Analysis  

System while having similar knowledge in the other 

factors to make up the complete „horse‟.   

 

After years of trying and seeking, I became lucky to 

run into Advocate Nigel Riley. A horse lover, an ex

-trainer, knowing the horse and its constitution as 

well as having the facilities and most of all, the pas-

sion, the „grit‟, for breeding and racing and who has 

never given up to reach the pinnacle of the game! 

 

Next, by total luck, I ran into Doug Caunter, a  

specialist in horse feeding supplements to target 

any shortcomings in the area of development of the 

perfect horse. 

 

It was always clear that in the development of a 

„new‟ breeding district - in this case Gauteng South 

-  we had to do something totally different.  Follow-

ing the formula of the key breeding districts was 

going to be a still-born project. As the story goes 

between breeders, “if we cannot get access to the 

top five stallions in the country, we just won‟t have 

a chance to succeed!” A statement that excites me! 

 

This is exactly what the ThoroughBlood Blueprint 

Analysis System aims to overcome while opening the 

market for many more successful sires. The system 

is expected to breathe new life in our breeding  

industry and open additional breeding districts! 

 

Heversham Park Farm 

 

Nigel‟s dream is to build a Stallion Station on  

Heversham, but it important to note that if a sire fails 

and is considered into the „unfashionable‟/‟non-

commercial‟ category, no one will give him another 

mare!  No one will give him another chance! We 

have to get the balance right from day one and make 

sure we breed Black Type from the first season  

progeny. Full stop! 

 

This brought us to the point of selecting stallions that 

can meet our criteria. 

 

MOOFEED was first stallion we identified, a son of 

the great Duke of Marmalade, but a fellow with 

speed and our formula is: 

 

 Duke of Marmalade x Speed = MOOFEED  

 

This type of speed formula is always very attractive 

to the South African racing population. Once we tied 

him up for our Stud, we targeted Mare Sales and 

bought mares specifically for MOOFEED as per the  

ThoroughBlood Sire Card, the Sire Index (SI) or 

Recommended Sire List and the Broodmare Sire In-

dex (BSI). 

 

HARRY HALL has an impeccable record at stud, 

and we believe he can surprise us to be as good as a 

Jet Master.  He is such a great discovery and if based 

in the Cape would probably only rise to a „teaser‟.  

His prospects should be very similar to that of  

Sunday Silence. 

 

Heversham Park‟s other acquisition LORD OF THE 

LAND has just not made it to South Africa in time 

for the 2017 Breeding Season, but this (to page 4) 
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BREEDING RIGHT TO RIGHT  (...cont fm p 2) 
 

Stakes winning full brother of the brilliant LOPE DE 

VEGA will be ready and strong for our 2018 season. 

We made sure we‟re starting with a handful of the 

right mares for our two resident Stallions and in the 

year coming we will again target the right mares for 

our new Stallions. 

Our goal is very simple: We do not breed to the 

South African market. We breed to the world  

market! We are going to breed the Best Horse in the 

World! - tt. 

Harry Hall, a son of Pivotal. 

David Allan gets a mention 

IT is not for us to question the finalists in the  

inaugural Drakenstein Racing Writer Of The Year 

Award, because we support the initiative and we 

believe it will over time prove to be free of political  

interference and personal bias. 

 

Turf Talk‟s columnist David Allan was one of 32 

candidates this year with two entries and while he 

just missed the Top Five, he received one of three 

“Honourable Mentions” for his work from judge 

Barry Irwin. That‟s a Top eight finish for our David 

and we are proud of his achievement. There will be 

a next  time and a next, and we trust this award will 

live up to its intentions—to recognise and reward 

excellence in racing journalism and to encourage  

improved writing. More on the finalists, here. -  tt. 

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/2017/08/drakenstein-racing-writers-award-2017-five-finalists-for-racing-writers-award/
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SOMETHING ON YOUR MIND? WRITE IT 

DOWN, MAIL US! SEND YOUR EDITORIAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO editor@turftalk.co.za 

HORSES are having their identity chips scanned closer to 

when they race as the BHA moves to tighten security  

following the embarrassing episode at Yarmouth two 

weeks ago. 

 

A new second, and later, check at racecourses was trialled 

at Goodwood last week and has continued this week after 

three-year-old filly Millie's Kiss ran in, and was the 50-1 

'winner' of, a juvenile race at Yarmouth. 

 

A BHA disciplinary panel, including former trainer Jenny 

Pitman, will meet in London on Thursday to hear details of 

the Yarmouth mix-up, whereby trainer Charlie McBride 

rushed to mistakenly saddle Millie's Kiss instead of his 

juvenile Mandarin Princess for the two-year-old race. 

 

The error was not spotted before the weighed-in signal 

made the result official and under the rules it had to stand. 

 

Both horses had been scanned for their identity when  

entering the racecourse stables from their horsebox before 

being muddled up in the subsequent saddling. 

 

However, the BHA moved last week to counter any 

chances of a repeat with a second raft of checks on runners 

nearer to the time of their race. The checks were described 

on Wednesday as in "interim measure" while further  

consideration is given to longer-term policy. 

 

A spokesman for the BHA said: "Interim measures have 

been put in place which utilises existing resource, as best 

as possible, to reduce the risk of such an incident occurring 

again. This includes scanning every runner as it leaves the 

stable yard before going to the paddock. This is only an 

interim measure at present as the solution is not without 

logistical challenges.  - Racing Post/Bruce Jackson. 

BHA tightens identity checks 
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