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Australia’s Turf War takes no prisoners 

Australian Racing’s bigwigs Peter V’Landys (left) and Martin Pukala have unsheathed their swords. 

HORSE racing is in a beautiful place, reports The 

Australian’s senior sports writer Patrick Smith this 

morning. It’s a beautiful sport. Gallant and elegant 

animals. Bumper spring on the way, prize money 

up. Turnover up, crushing crowds expected in  

Sydney and Melbourne. Winx, Winx, say no more. 

 

That’s one story the racing industry could sell you. 

And all of it would be true. Horses like we have 

never seen before, like wonderful Winx, draw peo-

ple to race meetings they might never have thought 

of attending. Even attract people who have never 

raced. You don’t miss a chance to see one of the 

great mares in the world compete. You just don’t. 

 

There is another version of racing in Australia. It is  

one of a sport and business that is ungovernable. 

One whose future is at the whim of the parochial  

executives who guide racing in the big two states  - 

New South Wales (NSW) and Victoria.  

 

And to hell with the rest. It is a sport that is not - 

cannot - even be overseen in regulation or spirit by 

Racing Australia, a board in stable name only. 

“... standing still is going backwards. Incumbency doesn’t mean you’re going to 

be there forever. If you don’t create competition, you become apathetic and do 

nothing!”  - Peter V’Landys, NSW Racing. 

NSW is the most powerful and progressive racing 

state. Racing NSW is intensely led by chief  

executive Peter V’landys. His mantra is simple. He 

is employed to maximise returns to his business. And 

he is now doing that with a fervour that has Victo-

rian officials in a muck lather. 

 

Most significantly, V’landys has abandoned the un-

stated agreement that neither NSW or Victoria would 

challenge each state’s main period of racing - au-

tumn in Sydney and spring in Melbourne. That al-

lowed Racing Australia (previously the Australian 

Racing Board) through its Pattern Committee to 

manage and sustain well-tried lead-up events to the 

major races in each state. V’landys has shredded all 

of that. 

 

Harsh and constant criticism of V’landys for not  

following protocol and notifying the Pattern  

Committee and putting at risk the Group status of 

races, has not diminished the man’s enthusiasm. 

 

―Racing NSW chief executive Peter  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.wsb.co.za/


2 

 

AUSTRALIAN TURF WAR  (...cont) 

 

V’landys believes standing still is going backwards. 

Incumbency doesn’t mean you’re going to be there 

forever. If you don’t create competition, you  

become apathetic and do nothing,‖ V’landys said on 

Melbourne radio. ―Like it or not, we are in  

competition with each other. If a punter bets at 

Flemington and Racing Victoria gets the revenue, 

great, but Racing NSW misses out. 

 

“If a NSW punter bets with a corporate 

bookmaker on a Melbourne meeting, we get 

nothing. My job is to maximise the revenues 

for NSW racing and that’s exactly what I’m 

going to do and I should have every  

opportunity to do so in any manner I have at 

my disposal. You can’t have protectionism in 

2017 as you did in 1997. The wagering  

landscape has changed. You eat what you 

catch.” 
 

There can be no blame aimed at V’landys. His job is 

not to sustain the status quo but improve the lot of 

NSW racing. He is clever and picks his mark. His 

introduction of the $10m Everest to be run at Rand-

wick on October 14 and clash with the  

Caulfield Guineas, the three-year-olds Group One in 

Melbourne, is brilliant and audacious marketing. 

The Everest now stands as the richest race in the 

country, easily topping the $6.2m of the  

Melbourne Cup. And to further frustrate Victorians 

V’landys is fiddling with other races and dates to 

keep Winx in Sydney — she may run on the  

Everest card — until she heads to Melbourne for the 

Cox Plate. 

 

No longer is there any national body steering racing. 

Racing Australia confers with the federal govern-

ment on matters like quarantine. It is about as effec-

tive as a shetland pony in a steeplechase. NSW, for 

one, has pushed the body to one tray labelled 

―irrelevant‖.  The chance to establish an independ-

ent national racing commission was never taken se-

riously because of the states’ inherent self-interest 

and lack of trust. Weakness of this lack of discipline 

is seen in NSW and Victoria now. NSW runs  

programs and races to make its own killing  

irrespective of collateral damage to the sport as a 

whole. V’landys says NSW is creating competition 

that will make the industry stronger. 

 

Victoria will no doubt strike back, though the state 

government is holding racing’s hand as it better  

balances its board. The state’s racing minister,  

Martin Pakula, told The Australian that the new 

board should be assembled by late August. 

 

However, Pakula stressed the board’s state of flux 

had not hindered the directors’ work. ―Having said 

that, it’s my view that the aggressive posture of 

V’landys and Racing NSW should not be dismissed 

lightly. I would expect Racing Victoria — now and 

after changes to the board — to respond in whatever 

way they believe is necessary to protect the interests 

of Victorian racing.‖ 

 

Both Pakula and V’landys are doing their jobs. Vic-

toria can match NSW but the poorer states like 

Queensland and South Australia cannot. Marketing 

gifts such as Winx don’t come as regularly as 

Christmas presents. And sadly some do barely get 

past Boxing Day before they are hurt or retired to 

breeding farms. Even the mightiest of horses cannot 

sustain racing. Promote it yes but guarantee its fu-

ture, no. When Winx is finished racing the surge 

that rode with her goes to the spelling paddock, too. 

NSW and V’landys are running their own race. 

Good for them. But Pakula and his new board have 

a mountain to climb. - extracts from The Australian. 

 

The great mare Winx finds 

herself in the middle of a 

promotional ping-pong. 

Will she race in Sydney or 

Melbourne. Who’s got the 

most pulling power? Who’s 

got the most cash? 
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2016/17 Cape Breeders’Awards 
 

The 2016/17 Cape Breeders Awards will be held at 

Molenvluiet next Wednesday, 9 August. 

 

Here are the nominees:  

 

2YO COLT: Eyes Wide Open (Highlands) 

Sand And Sea (Drakenstein) 

 

2YO FILLY: Desert Rhythm (Nutfield) 

Green Plains (Gary Player) 

Lady In Black (WJ Engelbrecht Jnr) 

Neptune’s Rain (Highlands) 

 

3YO COLT: African Night Sky (Highlands) 

Al Sahem (Al Adiyaat –Zandvliet) 

Edict Of Nantes (Klawervlei) 

William Longsword (Klawervlei) 

 

3YO FILLY: Just Sensual (Klawervlei) 

Lady Of The House (Highlands) 

Orchid Island (Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein) 

 

SPRINTER: Bull Valley (Ambiance) 

Carry On Alice (Klawervlei) 

Trip To Heaven (Highlands) 

 

MIDDLE DISTANCE: Captain America (Varsfontein) 

Legal Eagle (Avontuur) 

Marinaresco  (Mauritzfontein) 

 

STAYER: Captain Splendid (Varsfontein) 

Hermoso Mundo (Mauritzfontein) 

Krambambuli (La Plaisance) 

 

OLDER MALE: Captain America (Varsfontein) 

Legal Eagle (Avontuur) 

Marinaresco (Mauritzfontein) 

 

OLDER FEMALE: Bela-Bela (Cheveley) 

Carry On Alice (Klawervlei) 

Nightingale (Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein) 

Nother Russia (Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein) 

 

BROODMARE OF THE YEAR:  
Circle Of Life 

Mystic Spring 

Pagan Princess 

Quickwood 

 

STALLION OF THE YEAR 

OUTSTANDING NEW STALLION 

BREEDER OF THE YEAR 

HORSE OF THE YEAR 

OUTSTANDING BREEDER   

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Who will be the next 

celebrated stallion? 

BLOODSTOCK consultant Kerry Jack offered 

new kid on the block, William Longsword, a 

sniff of bubbly at last week’s Klawervlei Stallion 

Day at the Bonnievale Farm. The son of Captain 

Al has what stud master John Koster describes as 

―the best book of mares ever‖ for a new stallion 

and has a lot going for him. Kerry Jack  

Bloodstock manages another new stallion Louis 

The King (Black Minnaloushe) who stands at  

Sorrento Stud. Louis The King first progeny, a 

beautiful filly from the Maiden mare Hope 

Downs, was born on Tuesday morning, and  

another followed yesterday. -  tt. 

De Broglio dispersal, more 

BLOODSTOCK South Africa will be staging the  

August Kenilworth Sale at Kenilworth racecourse on  

8 August. The sale will commence just after the last 

race has been run. A total of 14 lots will be offered as 

part of the Michael De Broglio dispersal sale and of-

fers buyers the chance to acquire some exceptionally 

well bred thoroughbreds.  

 

The sale also includes mares in foal to such exciting 

sires as Gimmethegreenlight, Duke Of Marmalade, 

and Dynasty’s Horse Of The Year sons Futura and 

Legislate. 

 

Among the lots on offer are such attractive broodmare 

prospects as  Lot 3 –a winning daughter of top  

international sire Bernardini, from family of two 

Golden Slipper winners, sells in foal to Legislate. 

 

Lot 7 –a four time winning daughter of champion sire 

Western Winter and Equus Champion Night Diva 

 

Lot 8 –a Dynasty half-sister to dual G1 Summer Cup 

winner Master Sabina. 

 

Lot 11 –a stakes placed daughter of champion sire  

Silvano, from the family of Kris and Diesis. 

 

The catalogue for the Kenilworth Sale can be viewed 

online at www.tba.co.za  

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za
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