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Gee Whizz (Richard Fourie), with Chrigor Stud’s Suzanne  

Hattingh and trainer Glen Kotzen. 

The importance of  

being Richard 

A large Choice Carriers truck with trainer Glen Kotzen‟s 

KZN Champions Season contenders on board, left  

Summerveld en route back to their base in the Western 

Cape this morning. 

  

Agter Paarl is home to the Kotzen family‟s Woodhill  

Racing who, at the end of another stunning Champions 

Season, can truly say, “we‟ve arrived!”. 

  

Woodhill Racing‟s 2017 Durban spell culminated in five 

winners at last weekend‟s Festival of Racing, including the 

Gr1 Premier‟s Champion Stakes with Eyes Wide Open and 

the Gr3 Debutante Stakes with Princess Peach, both ridden 

by the stable‟s preferred jockey, Richard Fourie. 

 

Supremely talented and always in demand, Fourie has rid-

den for most of South Africa‟s top stables at times, making 

a noticeable difference on every horse he sits 

on. But he seems to resent the term “stable 

jockey” and what it entails – and this has cost 

him plum jobs and arguably the National 

Jockeys Title more than once. 

 

At Woodhill, Glen Kotzen tells, they are 

lucky to have Fourie on most of their top 

horses, most of the time. “Richard is retained 

by my leading owners Peter De Beyer and 

Hugo Hattingh‟s Chrigor Stud, so he rides 

them all without having to be booked as 

such, and that‟s an absolute pleasure.” 

 

“Richard is an uncomplicated 

guy. He loves life, his family,  

fishing and riding winners.”  
 

Fourie rides work, too, but the Kotzen  

doesn‟t have him on a leash and he says: 

“Richard is an uncomplicated guy. He loves 

life, his family, fishing and riding winners. 

All he wants to do is have a balanced  

lifestyle to enjoy the things he wants to do, 

when he wants to do them. I don‟t interfere 

with that and it has brought good synergy 

between us, and lots of success.” 

 

As one would expect Fourie is a good judge 

too, but Kotzen quips: “Richard has a good 

feel, of course, but he‟s soft on everything. 

He wants to put every horse that‟s just a little 

immature „away until next  Summer‟. I have 

to remind him that we will all starve if we 

don‟t get our horses to the track to compete 

now and then!” 

 

There are, naturally, other important cogs in 

the Woodhill Racing Machine. At the Paarl, 

Estate, Kotzen is assisted by Janine Newland 

and Mazinyo Matibizi, Vicky Minott as 

PRO, Cheryl Boyd as PA, Alex Vermeulen 

as Estate Manager and of course wife Kathi 

as an all-round representative. (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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WOODHILL AND FOURIE (..cont) 
 

Youthful Kotzen describes himself as a “1965 

Model” with his and the stable‟s best years still 

ahead of them and he says: “I like to spend every 

Champions Season in KwaZulu-Natal, commuting 

back home only when needed. He mentions one 

more member of the team and says:  “My assistant 

at Summerveld is Lunga Gila, who is doing a fantas-

tic job. 

 

“Lunga worked as a young groom for my cousin 

Mitch Wiese in Port Elizabeth and when Mitch gave 

up training he recommended I employ him as he 

showed a lot of promise. Mitch was right and Lunga 

has blossomed in the stable since my former  

assistant Frikkie Greyling and I parted ways about a 

year ago.” - tt. 

 

ALSO READ: Wide Awake Hugo Hattingh gets 

his first Gr1 winner, on Turf Talk website. 
 

Handicappers have their hands 

full with defiant Platinum Prince 
 

PLATINUM Prince looks like becoming the latest 

star to carry the famous Devine colours after  

sauntering home for his fourth successive handicap 

win at Kenilworth on Saturday. 

 

The Justin Snaith-trained three-year-old was raised 

16 points (8kg) for his previous three victories and 

the handicappers – not a breed that likes being  

repeatedly defied – may well test the eight-point 

rule limit at today‟s conference call. 

 

All four wins have come in the hands of Aldo 

Domeyer who finishes the season only one short of 

his century despite the time off that back problems 

have cost him. Those problems seem to be largely 

solved because they came through an  

uncomfortable test put to them by the antics of the 

unruly Merysagos on the way to the start of the 

Racing Association Juvenile Plate. She even threw 

him off at one point. 

 

“She is not great at home either but she has never 

behaved like that,” said Chris Snaith. “She is a  

decent filly, though, believe me.”  

 

She certainly won like a good ‟un whereas run- 

ner-up and main market rival Midnight Moonlight, 

eased to the back soon after the start, ran in 

snatches – sometimes pulling, sometimes being 

pushed. Upset trainer Riaan van Reenen vowed: 

“The winner will never beat my horse again.” 

Snaith Racing completed a quick-fire treble in the 

Champagne Stakes when 25-1 shot Nordic Breeze 

found more close home to shade stable companion 

A Time To Dream and give Brandon May, 20, his 

first taste of Graded glory. Ken Truter and owner-

breeder Veronica Foulkes promptly confirmed that 

their filly will race on next season. - Michael 

The Nordic Breeze winning connections. From left 

(back) Oscar Foulkes, Chris Snaith, Ken Truter, 

Brandon May, Jane Truter, Veronica Foulkes.   

The unstoppable Frankie Dettori celebrated his 

King George win on Enabled with his family last 

weekend. He has a big chance on Big Orange in 

the Goodwood Cup today. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/wide-awake-hugo-hattingh-gets-his-first-gr1-winner/
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POPULAR UK race caller Richard Hoiles, a regular visitor 

to our shores, has four recommended bets for racing on 

Tuesday, all at value prices. He writes on the new Racing 

UK website:  “Betting at Goodwood necessitates not allow-

ing frustration to get the better of you. Almost all of the 

significant handicaps will be littered with hard luck stories 

but in true punting fashion you can never quite resist stick-

ing stepping into the lion‟s den so let‟s get going early”: 

 

14:50 (SA TIME) AT GOODWOOD: Eddystone Rock: 

Progressive for Johnny Murtagh last year, Eddystone Rock 

has run right up to that form for John Best this season and 

in a steadily run and messy John Smith‟s Cup was one of 

those to find some trouble at a crucial stage. He will again 

need luck but from stall five but is better berthed than Gar-

cia, the biggest eyecatcher from the York race, and is avail-

able at more than double the price. 

 

16:00 (SA TIME) AT GOODWOOD: Aclaim 

With no 7f domestic Group 1 race in the calendar the  

Lennox Stakes represents a major target for those who spe-

cialise at the trip and so it is likely to have been on 

Aclaim‟s agenda for some time. Reunited with Frankie 

Dettori for the first time since the pair won the Group 2 7f 

Challenge Stakes at Newmarket, he looks worth a bet. 

 

17:55 (SA TIME) BEVERLEY: Geordie George 

However much Beverley dries out there is little doubt the 

ability to handle testing ground will be crucial after an inch 

of rain fell there over the weekend. This will suit Geordie 

George as I witnessed first hand when calling him to vic-

tory at a soggy Carlisle in June. He was helped by avoiding 

trouble on the rail that night but with his only previous vic-

tory coming on heavy ground on debut he is clearly a real 

mudlark who will be suited by stepping back in trip here. 

 

21:20 (SA TIME) WORCESTER: Bise D’Estruval 
First starters for the Dan Skelton yard have an excellent 

record as he clearly targets short term returns with several 

of the lower key recruits to the yard. Bise D‟Estruval was a 

big disappointment for the Million in Mind partnership last 

season but was picked up cheaply and could add to that 

record in the Worcester finale.  

Let’s see if Hoiles can tip! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.racinguk.com
http://www.racinguk.com
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Reader’s Letter: Sand Racing 
 

Dear Editor, 

 

An informative article by David Allan (in the Mon-

day Newsletter). As I recall, the reason for tracks 

like Santa Anita switching back to dirt was for 

purely economic reasons as leading trainers (Bob 

Baffert was one) refused to race their best horses on 

the all-weather tracks. No stars, no moolah! 

 

Ironically, California was the sole state where it  

became mandatory for all tracks to switch from dirt 

to the polytrack. I shudder to think what the whole 

exercise cost in the end. 

 

Kind Regards 

Ada van der Bent 

Durban 

 
The brave, nobility factor 

Something to marvel at: Did you know that war 

horses are trained to lie perfectly still on  

command, protecting soldiers in all sorts of ways. 

Is there anything the noble horse cannot, or will 

not do? They’ll take a bullet for their masters, to 

start. 

Nine from Southford 
 

DAVID Southey‟s Southford Stud will be offering 

nine lots, and one as agent, at the 2017 National 

Two Year Old Sale at the TBA Sales Complex in n 

Germiston on 17 and 18 August. 

 

The stud‟s resident sires Main Aim and Lateral are 

both well represented in the Two Year Old Sale 

draft. 

 

Main Aim‟s five lots on offer including a colt out 

of winning half-sister to a ten time stakes winner 

(Lot 65), a colt out of a half-sister to the Southey 

bred G3 Jacaranda Handicap winner Peggy Jay (Lot 

316), a filly whose winning dam is a half-sister to 

the dam of Equus Champion 3YO Filly Tara‟s 

Touch (Lot 320), a half-sister to four winners in-

cluding eight time feature race winner Arbe Kesev 

(Lot 381), and a colt out of a stakes placed mare 

who won six times up to 1200 metres, catalogued 

as Lot 243. 

 

Former leading first crop sire Lateral has three on 

sale including a colt whose dam is a full-sister to 

the very speedy G3 performer Ladyboro (Lot 142) 

and a half-brother to 2 winners whose dam won 

five times (Lot 159). 

 

The draft also includes a Lateral half-sister to 5 

winners, including promising 2yo Dinner Date, 

who recently broke her maiden in open company 

(Lot 468), as well as a Noordhoek Flyer colt whose 

second dam is G2 Ipi Tombe Challenge third Ice 

Lily (Lot34). 

 

Southford will also offer, as agent, a colt from the 

first crop of Master Of My Fate, whose dam is a 

full-sister to French G3 performer and stakes win-

ner Mr Brock and ¾ sister to champions Monyela 

and Horse Chestnut (Lot 262). 

 

Full catalogue pages for each of the Southford Stud 

draft can be viewed online at www.tba.co.za. - BSA 

Media Release. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.tba.co.za
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