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Visionaire: Smart stallion awaiting quality mares. 

W-Cape breeders should change  

perceptions of smart Visionaire 

VISIONAIRE, the Grand Slam stallion who was syndicated in 

2016 and moved from Summerhill Stud in Mooi River to 

Pieter Graaff’s Lammerskraal Stud near Ceres, has sired 15 

individual winners of 16 races since June 1, including top 

flight runners Heaps Of Fun, Visuality and Takingthepeace. 

The champion first season sire in 2014/15, Visionaire shows a 

strike rate of 61% winners to runners, yet his reception in the 

Western Cape has been all but overwhelming.  He covered 25 of 

Lammerskraal’s resident mares and just a handful of mares from 

other breeders in the community in 2016 and for the 2017 season 

Stud Manager Sally Jourdan has received exactly two outside 

bookings. 

She said: “It’s hard to pinpoint why we haven’t had  support for 

Visionaire. It could be a Kwazulu-Natal thing. There is a  

perception in the Western Cape breeding community that anything 

associated with KZN is poor, or substandard. There could be other  

reasons, people can be fickle, but overall it’s disappointing that a  

stallion like Visionaire can’t get the 

support he deserves.” 

 

Jourdan said that Visionaire’s first 

Lammerskraal-produced foals from 

mares like Bardot, Control Freak,  

Enchantress, Icy Air, Flichety, Trojan 

Belle, Maxixe and others are due soon 

and likely to change perceptions in 

time, but Visionaire is approaching 

his prime and, when he finally gets 

the quality of mares needed it may be 

too late to show a good financial  

return on his syndication and move of 

base. 

 

“Barry Irwin of Team Valor still owns 

50% of Visionaire and Maine Chance, 

Varsfontein, Highlands, Cheveley and 

a few others took up share offers, but 

we expected a good amount in stud 

fees to cover the  investments made. 

That hasn’t yet happened.” 

 

Jourdan said that Visionaire was in 

superb shape and that he loves his 

new home. “As we’ve seen he  

upgrades his mares, he’s produced 

some very decent runners from  

mediocre mares. He’s popularity at 

the various sales hasn’t waned at all, 

the Visionare foals on the ground  

continue to fetch good prices. His 

progeny are handsome horses well 

topped and they move beautifully. 

 

“I have no doubt whatsoever that  

Visionaire will be a major success, a 

truly top stallion. We can’t wait for 

his first Lammerskraal foals to drop 

and start their journeys. There will be 

a number of top quality runners 

among them. he will prove himself 

again, but he needs good and ongoing 

support!” - tt. 
 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Pecan Hill’s Sales Offering 
 

PECAN Hill Stud will be offering a small but select 

draft at this year’s National Two Year Old Sale, due 

17-18 August. 

 

The stud’s draft is dominated by two-year-olds sired 

by some of South Africa’s most exciting young  

stallions, including current leading first crop sire and 

multiple Equus Champion, What A Winter. 

 

The latter, whose first stakes winners include un-

beaten filly Magical Wonderland, is the sire of lot 52 

–a half-sister to a seven time winner, this filly is out 

of a six time winning half-sister to 2 stakes horses, 

from the same family as G1 Fillies Guineas winner 

Allure. 

 

Singspiel, whose numerous high-class runners in-

clude champion Solow, is the sire of G1 Premier’s 

Champion Stakes winner Potala Palace, who will be 

represented by his first crop at the National Two Year 

Old Sale. Potala Palace, who hails from the same 

family as Sadler’s Wells and Nureyev, is the sire of 

two lots in this draft –a filly from the same family as 

this year’s G1 Vodacom Durban July winner  

Marinaresco (Lot 79) and a colt out of a winning half

-sister to stakes winner Sunset Tripp, whose third 

dam won the J&B Met (Lot 379). 

 

Well established sire Ashaawes, responsible for 

promising fillies Aurelia Cotta and Winter Watch, is 

the sire of lot 438 –a filly whose second dam is a half

-sister to G1 winner Thundering Star, and who is a 

direct descendant of great race mare Olympic Duel 

(Lot 438), while Irish Champion Pathfork, who has 

enjoyed such success with his 2yos this season, is the 

sire of a filly out of G3 Magnolia Handicap winner 

Mighty Doll (Lot 42). 

 

Pomodoro, a son of seven times champion sire Jet 

Master and Broodmare Of The Year Golden Apple, 

was an exceptionally versatile G1 Vodacom Durban 

July winner, who won from 1160m to 2450m. His 

first crop includes a filly (Lot 42) out of a daughter of 

G1 Cape Fillies Guineas runner up Silky Dancer –

also granddam of recent KZN Yearling Sale Million 

runner up Sniper Shot. – BloodStock SA. 

 

Bela-Bela is likely to retire to 

stud after Champions Cup 

Bela-Bela (Hamish Niven). 

CHAMPION filly Bele-Bela will end her great 

racing career in the World Sports Betting  

Champions Cup at Greyville on Saturday week. 

Owners Varsfontein indicated in the stud’s news-

letter at the end of last week that the triple Grade 1 

winner will be retired to stud at the end of the  

season and Snaith Racing, successful with Futura 

two years ago, yesterday confirmed her a  

Champions Cup runner with Anthony Delpech 

again in the irons. 

The four-year-old is 11-2 third favourite with the 

sponsors and if she wins she will be the first of her 

sex to land the Champions Cup in at least the last 

16 runnings. 

Goodtime Gal, unplaced behind Bela-Bela in the 

Maine Chance Paddock Stakes in January but 

beaten less than three-quarters of a length when 

third in the Klawervlei Majorca three weeks later, 

heads the 12 runners for the Final Fling Stakes at 

Kenilworth on Saturday. Mike Robinson has 

booked Greg Cheyne for the four-year-old. 

Justin Snaith, who has won three of the last four 

runnings of this 1 800m Grade 3, will be double-

handed with A Time To Dream (Bernard Fay-

d’Herbe) and Harvard Crimson (Corne Orffer).— 

by Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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Hollywood unites for wild horses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLLYWOOD stars Robert Redford, Ed Harris, Elle  

Fanning and countless other equine enthusiasts have joined 

The Humane Society of the United States, Humane Society 

Legislative Fund, Return to Freedom and the ASPCA to 

draw attention to the threat posed to wild horses. 

 

Since the implementation of the Wild and Free-Roaming 

Horses and Burros Act, the US Bureau of Land  

Management has attempted to maintain stable populations 

by rounding up and removing thousands of horses and  

burros from the wild, despite repeated directives that this 

was leading the program to financial instability. 

 

The HSUS, HSLF, Return to Freedom and the ASPCA 

have long called for the agency to cease these actions and 

instead redirect money spent on capturing and holding wild 

horses toward available solutions, including judicious use 

of safe, proven fertility control on the range.  

 

The BLM did not listen, and now they want to fix their 

mistakes by slaughtering wild horses. 

 

Provisions in the budget proposed by the administration 

would allow the BLM to kill captured wild horses or sell 

them without restriction ― a change that would enable 

buyers to purchase wild horses on the cheap and haul them 

to Canada or Mexico for slaughter. 

 

“My family and I stand strongly against horse slaughter 

and against our government harming our wild horses,”  

actor and director Ed Harris stated in a Press Release. “I am 

pleading that a humane and common-sense solution to the 

management of our wild horse population be mandated by 

Congress in keeping with the spirit of the Wild Free-

Roaming Horses and Burros Act.” 

 

If Congress approves provisions in the president’s budget, 

then tens of thousands of horses will die. The House Com-

mittee on Appropriations votes this week on the 2018 Inte-

rior Appropriations bill. The bill, approved by the House 

Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropria-

tions Subcommittee, maintains protective language, but 

there is a chance it might be amended and removed creat-

ing a pathway to slaughter. -  worldanimalnews.com 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://tba.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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‘Paranormal 8’  planned for filming at NHA 

PARAMOUNT Pictures yesterday could not con-

firm or deny that Paranormal 8, the latest in the 

popular supernatural horror series, will be shot 

mainly at the headquarters of South Africa’s Na-

tional Horseracing Authority (NHA). An insider 

said, however, that negotiations were taking place. 

 

Strange things started happening after a fire broke 

out at the NHA’s Laboratory in June, said to have 

been the cause of an electrical fault. 

 

Following an incident at the Vaal last Thursday,  an 

investigation was launched into the malfunctions at 

the start during the Vaal race meeting. In Races 4 

and 6, the starting gates opened without starter 

Solly Ngcobo pressing the button and in Race 9, the 

false start siren sounded shortly after the start was 

affected without being activated.  It is thought that 

this resulted from a problem in the trigger that 

opens the stalls and simultaneously starts the clock.  

 

A filly named Trini’s Oratorio, who was carded to 

race in the Fairview opening event last Friday, 

could not be identified as Trini’s Oratorio and was 

thus withdrawn by the Stipendiary Stewards. 

 

Just a few days later, on Monday, an incorrect horse 

was presented to race at Flamingo Park in  

Kimberley, again causing all involved to scratch 

their heads in disbelief.  

 

In latest shock news, the National Horseracing  

Authority (NHA) has advised that it is aware of a 

number of advances and communications made to 

various people in the industry by certain persons 

purporting to be jockeys or persons connected to 

jockeys. These impersonators offer tips and inside 

information under the guise of being in the know 

and well informed, and should be thoroughly 

checked out  before being befriended. 

They request that payments be made directly into 

their banking accounts in return for the information. 

It has been established that the riders, whose names 

are being used are not aware of these communica-

tions. -  tt. 

 

Recent impersonator sightings 

Sergio Garcia (left), has tried to gain access to  

Anton Marcus’ account at Betting World, but  

Anton never takes a bet. 

Dimitar Berbatov (left) tried to get onto a Betting 

World Talk Show posing as Darryl Maree. 

Joseph Ward Simmons (Rev Runs), tried to book a 

first-class flight using the agency of fellow intrepid 

traveller, Lyndon Barends. 

A PARODY. NOT TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. IMPERSONATORS FILL VARIOUS POSITIONS IN  SA RACING AND AS SUCH  

CANNOT BE INTIMIDATED OR FINGERED FOR INVESTIGATIONS. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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