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Syndicates are keeping Irish Racing in good health 

This photo is from the Realta website, one of Ireland’s biggest racing and hunt syndicates. 

THE first six months of 2017 saw increased  

numbers of runners in both National Hunt and Flat 

races in Ireland, running for more prize money in 

an ownership environment which featured a strong 

resurgence in newly-formed syndicates. 

  

Syndicate numbers, an important source of business 

for racehorse trainers, suffered significant losses 

when the economic crisis hit, but syndicates are up 

14% in the first half of 2017. Active owners are 

also up once again, with a 2.6% increase from the 

same period last year. 

  

With active owners up and prize money increasing 

by 8.4%, unsurprisingly, demand for bloodstock 

sales at public auction continued its upward  

trajectory since 2010, with sales up 17.7% in the 

first half of this year.   

 

Tote Ireland betting has continued to perform 

strongly, showing an overall increase of 9%, driven 

by international betting markets.  

Horse Racing Ireland, Chief Executive, Brian 

Kavanagh, commented: “The growth in entries,  

runners and active owners is welcome.  

Horse Racing Ireland has invested significantly in 

broadening the ownership base in Ireland, providing 

marketing support for our trainers, as well as  

introducing further measures to reduce ownership 

costs. Significantly, the first half of 2017 saw an 

8.4%  increase in prize money and a 6% increase in  

sponsorship. 

 

“Healthy increases in runners and field sizes are 

very positive, and the recovery in the National Hunt 

sphere hinted at the end of 2016 has taken hold. The 

buoyancy of the recent store sales and the active 

role played by Irish owners and trainers at those 

sales is testament to this, and bodes well for further 

growth in the future.” 

 

From a product perspective, growth has been most 

notable in Win betting, which has increased by 38%, 

and Pick 6 betting, up by 205%.  -  Nenagh Guardian. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Siege Of Quebec  (AUS) is being compared to Coolmore’s stallion, Vancouver. 

SA’s interest in up-and-coming Aussie star 

THEY reckon a million bucks isn’t what it used to 

be, but seven figures still garners plenty of attention 

at bloodstock auctions. Even at a sale like the 2016 

Inglis Australian Easter Yearling Sale where nine 

youngsters were knocked down for a million or 

more. 

 

One of those was a Fastnet Rock colt from the very 

well-related Bite the Bullet mare, Rose of Cimma-

ron which sold to the tune of $1.2 million, courtesy 

of the combined bidding of Tom Magnier, Gai 

Waterhouse Racing, Julian Blaxland and South Af-

rican Markus Jooste’s Nordic Breeding & Racing. 

 

Such is the enigma that is racing, money doesn’t 

always buy you class, but the colt – subsequently 

named Siege of Quebec – appears to be something 

right out of the box and, after a thrilling victory over 

1400m at Rosehill Gardens on Saturday, is now on 

target for Group One glory. 

 

Siege of Quebec, led throughout to win his 1250m 

debut at Newcastle with half length to spare and he 

again lead for most of the journey at Rosehill before 

scoring by less than a panel. 

 

What made it interesting though is that Siege of 

Quebec was actually headed – or more applicably 

by a neck or more –  by another promising colt, Cal-

culated, over the final stages, but fought back 

strongly under the urging of jockey Tommy Berry. 

The remainder of the field was left at least 3.5 

lengths astern. 

 

Siege of Quebec now appears poised to step up to 

the Gr3 Ming Dynasty Quality next month before a 

tilt at the Gr1 Golden Rose on 9 September. 

 

Berry was clearly impressed and said after the race: 

“He is just so relaxed, you can’t tell how good he 

actually is. He kind of reminds me of Vancouver 

because he won by short margins, but you knew 

there was more there. How much more is exciting.” 

 

The jockey’s mention of Vancouver – who won a 

Golden Slipper and now stands at Coolmore Stud – 

is certainly relevant to the ownership group which 

includes both Coolmore and Belinda Bateman, wife 

of the late Edmund Bateman, whose estate not only 

bred Siege of Quebec, but was also part owner of 

Vancouver, Australian Guineas winner, Wandjina, 

and yet another Golden Slipper winner in Capitalist. 

 

Coolmore Australia’s Sales, Marketing and Racing 

Manager, Sebastian Hutch, believes Siege of  

Quebec sold himself as a yearling: “The impression 

at the Easter Sale was that Siege Of Quebec was one 

of the most admired yearlings on the (to p3) 

http://www.salesring.co.za/


3 

 

AUSSIE STAR (...cont) 
 

complex, which is understandable given he presents as just 

about the perfect physical specimen. 

 

 “Gai (Waterhourse) and Adrian (Bott) have held Siege Of 

Quebec in the highest regard from very early on and he is 

a very exciting horse for the syndicate which includes 

some of the most recognisable names in the world of  

international breeding and racing. 

 

Others in the Siege of Quebec ownership group include 

Nordic Racing and Breeding, Sir Patrick and Lady Hogan, 

Emirates Park, Susie Montague, Geraghty Bloodstock, 

G1G Racing and Kate Waterhouse. -  Aushorse. 

Sheikh Mohammed revives  

maroon and white silks 

 

SHEIKH Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum of Dubai 

has revived his familiar maroon and white silks in addition 

to the current royal blue of Godolphin in Britain. 

 

They will be worn by a string of horses in training with 

John Gosden representing the Sheikh’s and HRH Princess 

Haya’s daughter Jalila and are registered to Sheikha Al 

Jalila Racing. His original blue and white silks, carried to 

victory by the Sheikh’s first winner Hatta (GB) (Realm 

{GB}), have also been revived and registered to his son 

Sheikh Zayed. 

“These colours represented for me many different chapters 

of my journey in the race world,” Sheikh Mohammed told 

Racing Post. “They were associated with some of the most 

joyful memories and will be forever connected to some of 

the greatest equine legends and inspiring training and 

horsemanship. I am so proud to pass them on to my  

children, Jalila and Zayed, who both share my passion for 

horses, love of this sport.” - tt. 

SOUTH Africa’s Michael Roberts won the 1993 King 

George aboard Opera House , trainer by Sir Michael 

Stoute and racing in the old Sheikh Mohammed silks. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://tba.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Rafeef steps on the New Turf Carriers float at Randjesfon-

tein Monday, New Turf’s Matthew Sham in attendance. 

Rafeef arrives at Highlands  
 

RAFEEF (AUS), the  new addition to Highlands, part of 

Ridgemont, has arrived at his new home in Robertson, 

Western Cape. 

 

Matthew Sham of New Turf Carriers reported this morn-

ing: “Our truck pulled into Highlands promptly at 7:30 and 

we offloaded Highlands’ new star. Rafeef travelled very 

well. He is already in his new stable, quiet and happy. 

 

Rafeef’s long-time handler, Ninja Ndabezindi,  

accompanied the four-year-old colt on his trip. He will fly 

back to Johannesburg later this afternoon. 

 

Rafeef’s trainer Mike de Kock commented this morning “I 

am most excited about Rafeef’s prospects at stud. I’ve 

seen stallions leave my yard, including Horse  

Chestnut, Vercingetorix and Soft Falling Rain. Rafeef is 

very special because he is by a champion stallion from a  

champion mare and you don’t find that too often.  

“We could have been selfish and raced him 

for another year, I’m sure he would have won 

a few more Grade 1s, but the timing is right 

and in line with Sheikh Hamdan’s philoso-

phy. Rafeef retires early and also on a high 

after his wonderful win in the Gr1  

Computaform Sprint. Everyone’s talking 

about him. “He’s got a new home at High-

lands, known for developing champion  

stallions, and I wish everyone involved with 

him all the best. Rafeef has the pedigree, race 

record and looks to make it big!” 

 

Rafeef, by sire of sires Redoute’s Choice 

(Snitzel, Stratum, Musket, Nadeem et al), 

from the former South African champion, 

three time Gr1 winner and internationally Gr1 

placed mare National Colour, raced 10 times 

for six wins and three places, earning R1,19-

million in stakes. 

 

He will stand at a fee of R50,000 and a  

limited number of services are available in his 

first season. Contact Jehan Malherbe of Form 

Bloods t oc k  fo r  i n fo r ma t ion  on  

+27 83 252 8146  - tt. 

Rafeef arrived at a wintery Highlands Farm 

this morning - beautiful all the same and a 

nice new home for the champ. (Pic: BSA) 

All the latest news has a  

single source: Twitter 

JOIN US @turftalk1 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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