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Can a machine replace work riders, human error? 

The Kurtsystem seems revolutionary, but  critics say it’s just an improvement on an ‘old croc’ machine. 

YOUNG racehorses are being put through their 

paces in Berkshire, UK, but it's not jockeys who are 

doing the training, instead it's a machine designed 

by rollercoaster engineers. 

 

While the Kurtsystem may look like something 

from a theme-park, at £20 million it is more than 

just a bit of fun and is designed to eliminate jockeys' 

human error from the pre-training of racehorses. 

 

Currently many young racehorses do not make it to 

the track and it is hoped that the new machine could 

increase the number that do. 

 

Based at Kingswood Stud in Lambourn, the Kurt-

system can take up to 10 horses at a 30mph gallop 

around the 1.5km (just short of one mile)  

covered track, and is designed to improve the joint, 

bone and muscle strength of young horses, issues 

which can halt their careers. 

 

"A lot of young horse have injuries at the begin-

ning of their training because they are not ready to 

start the real training," explained Daniele Camuffo, 

General Manager of Kurtsystems. Adding that it is 

hoped that the machine will help to "make the 

horses stronger". 

 

Already the machine has garnered much attention 

within the racing industry, with former champion 

jockey Sir AP McCoy branding it "amazing". 

 

The former Grand National winner continued: "I 

never thought I'd see something like this in my 

lifetime. 

 

"To train a racehorse or to be successful in any 

sport, it's all about repetition that makes  (to p2) 
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HORSE MACHINE (...cont) 

 
you successful, but whether this works, we'll 

have to wait and see." 

 

British horse racing is a major industry, worth 

more than £3.45 billion annually to the UK 

economy, with 85,000 jobs reliant on it,  

according to the British Horseracing Author-

ity, and if the Kurtsystem proves a success, it 

is hoped that the machine could be common-

place and revolutionise the training of young 

racehorses. 

 

Public comments vary, but border on the 

negative. 

 

“It‟s bizarre. It‟s almost reminiscent of some 

battery hen farm. Horse are all individuals so 

this doesn‟t make sense to me!” tweeted 

Wendy Hopps. 

 

“I can‟t see it catching on, to be honest.  

Expensive product, not natural and will 

probably only benefit a small percentage of 

horse population,” commented Declan Rix. 

 

“This contraption has been around a while, 

two failed press launch attempts already,” 

said Tony Coleman. 

 

„Sunshine‟ tweeted:  “What if a horse stum-

bles or hurts itself? Machine can‟t tell, horse 

could end up badly injured!” 
 

McCoy aside, no trainers or jockeys have 

commented as yet. 

- originally published on ITV.com. 

 

Ramsden’s Brutal Force in form, 

The Conglomerate suffers chip 

 

TOP sprinter Brutal Force is reported back on song for 

Saturday‟s Gr1 Mercury Sprint over 1200m at Greyville 

after suffering a freak accident in the Tsogo Sun Sprint at 

Scottsville. The five-year-old started third favourite that 

day but trailed in a long way last and the course vet  

reported him to be not striding out on his right fore. 

 

Trainer Joey Ramsden said: “Piere Strydom told me that 

after 50 to 100 metres the horse got something very sharp 

in his eye and, when he came back to the stables that eve-

ning, this eye was closed. He also picked up an infection in 

it from the bit of track that hit him. 

 

“He is back to his best now but he has a ridiculous task 

from his 12 draw. On the all-weather at Greyville you‟ve 

got a chance from a wide draw but it‟s very hard on the 

turf course. Having Anton Marcus is a big help but we are 

still going to need a miracle.” 

 

Ramsden has long complained about poor draws in KZN 

features – two years ago Act Of War had a Durban holiday 

after being repeatedly scratched from wide draws – and he 

added: “Every year we seem to get hit with wide ones and 

in the Merchants I don‟t think I have ever caught a decent 

draw.” 

 

2016 July winner The Conglomerate, meanwhile, has had 

a knee-chip operation and Ramsden said: “It happened in 

the  July this year and is the reason why he didn‟t let 

down.”  - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

Brutal Force is back to best but faces wide draw. 
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MAURITIAN-born Karis Teetan rode a winner at the close 

of the Hong Kong season at Happy Valley on Wednesday 

night to secure a career-best fourth spot to Joao Moreira 

on the KH Jockeys Log. John Size is the champion trainer, 

with South Africans Tony Millard and David Ferraris both 

in the Top 12. 

Teetan’s best ever in Hong Kong 

A photo from Cowboyland 

SOMEONE posted this photo on the social wires without 

any reference. It could well be just a recent pic of a  

Wyoming farmer driving a massive herd into a designated 

area on the wild American frontier. Or it could be an  

advert for the “Wyoming Mare and Weanling Sale?” 

TWITTER IS A FUN PLACE TO BE 
JOIN US @turftalk1 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://tba.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Tommy Carberry. 

TOMMY Carberry, one of jump racing's leading  

figures, has died aged 75. 

 

Carberry was probably best known for his association 

with dual Cheltenham Gold Cup winner L'Escargot, 

winning the Cheltenham Festival highlight in 1970 and 

1971, and he also rode the horse to victory in the Grand 

National in 1975. 

 

Upon retiring from the saddle in 1982, Carberry started 

training and in 1999 won the Grand National again, this 

time with Bobbyjo, who was ridden by his son Paul. 

 

Frank Berry, who shared the Irish jump jockeys'  

championship with Carberry in 1975, paid tribute to his 

longtime friend and colleague on Wednesday. 

  

"It‟s very sad news," Berry said. "Tommy and myself 

went back a long way. We rode against one another and 

travelled a lot together. He was both a marvellous horse-

man and a great jockey. He was a great man to follow in 

a race and I don‟t think we ever had cross words. 

 

Carberry is survived by his wife, Pamela, sons Thomas, 

Paul, Philip, Mark and Peter and daughter Nina. 

 

Berry concluded: "When he started training I was lucky 

enough to ride a few winners for him. He was a legend 

and passed on a lot to his sons and to Nina." - RPost. 

Jumps legend Carberry dies 

Buoyant start to 

Tattersalls July Sale 
 

THE Tattersalls July Sale made a buoyant start 

with six lots selling for 200,000 guineas or more 

and turnover of 7,029,500 guineas, the second 

highest turnover ever on the opening day of this 

sale. A total of 225 lots were sold for 7,029,500 

guineas at an average of 31,242 guineas and a 

median of 10,000 guineas.  

 

The consignment from Godolphin was the  

highlight on the opening day with their 66 lots 

realising a total of 4,015,000 guineas and  

featuring four of the top five lots including the 

session topper TIME CHECK. The five-year-old 

daughter of SHAMARDAL has a top Australian  

pedigree that goes back to Champion two-year-

old TRISCAY, whilst TIME CHECK is also a 

sister to the dam of Godolphin star ASTERN. 

 

The mare was knocked down to Badgers Blood-

stock‟s Tom Pritchard-Gordon for 300,000  

guineas after he saw off the efforts of agent 

Hubie de Burgh. Pritchard-Gordon indicated 

that she was for the same client as his earlier 

purchase, Lot 179 La Pelegrina, who he bought 

for 130,000 guineas. 

 

"As with the previous lot, we will sit down and 

discuss options and work things out," he said. "It 

is likely that she will end up in Australia - her 

pedigree has a lot of Australian influences and 

the family speaks for itself. 

 

"Shamardal is a good broodmare sire, she was a 

fairly good racehorse and she should be very 

easy to mate." 
 

The Godolphin consignment also included the 

three-year-old sister to Grade 1 winner and 

promising young sire VIOLENCE, who  

narrowly missed the top spot when selling for 

290,000 guineas to SackvilleDonald‟s Ed  

Sackville after he saw off BBA Ireland‟s Patrick 

Cooper.  - Tatts website. 

https://tellytrack.com/

