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Hong Kong Racing’s relentless quest to stay ahead  

Happy Valley nights:  “Everybody goes -  locals, diehard gamblers, expats, tourists!” (DRF.com). 

HORSE racing is to Hong Kong what rugby is to 

New Zealand and cricket is to India. It's the national 

pastime, but for real, not like baseball in the United 

States. The average handle for one race card in 

Hong Kong typically exceeds the handle for every 

other race card in the U.S. other than the Kentucky 

Derby. 

 

Racing is at the peak of its powers, but The Hong 

Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) never rests on its laurels. 

It has increased stakes for its spring Group One  

international features in a bold move to stay ahead 

of other jurisdictions and maintain their  

attractiveness to overseas visitors. 

 

With the current season coming to an end tonight, 

the club has released a complete schedule of prize 

money for next season,  with HK$1.16 billion to be 

distributed over its 88 meetings, including raises for 

98 per cent of the standard handicap programme 

with only Class One events remaining the same. 

 

In April and May this year, small fields and minimal 

or no foreign representation in the Audemars Piguet 

QE II Cup, Champions Mile and Chairman’s Sprint 

Prize indicated that the Jockey Club needed to step 

things up and the club has added HK$8 million to 

those three races alone. 

 

The QE II goes from HK$20 million to HK$24  

million in 2018, the Champions Mile prize rises 

HK$2 million to HK$18 million and the Chairman’s 

Sprint is also up HK$2 million to HK$16 million. 

 

In combination with the Longines Hong Kong Inter-

national Races in December, Sha Tin will  (to p2) 
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HONG KONG RACING (...cont) 

 

stage the two richest Group One races in the world on 

turf at each of the 2,000m, 1,600m and 1,200m dis-

tances. 

 

The Hong Kong Vase at the December 

10 meeting has also been lifted by 

HK$1.5 million to HK$18 million, taking 

prize money for the four majors that day 

to HK$84.5 million in total, but the main 

focus has been to lift the spring events. 

“It is a fairly crowded slot around March-April-May 

and I think this is a natural requirement for us to hold 

our current position in the international schedule,” 

said the club’s executive director of racing business 

and operations, Tony Kelly. 

 

 “Obviously, Dubai is there and, for the past few 

years you have The Championships in Sydney in the 

lead-up to our major races at that time of year. But 

more recently there have been changes in the  

Japanese Group racing schedule which have an effect 

on the attractiveness of our races, and you have  

European features starting around that time. 

 

“So, there is a lot of competition for the same pool of 

horses that we would hope to attract for our races and 

although we do think we offer very attractive targets, 

we need to ensure that we are maintaining that  

position.” - extracts SCMP, DRF.com.—tt. 
 

In Hong Kong, Racing is a religion. Happy Valley 

racecourse has a capacity of 55,000, often reached. 

Two decent Frankels to HK 
 

DUAL world champion Frankel will be able to 

extend his influence in Hong Kong, as his sons 

Senator and Seven Heavens have been sold to  

continue their racing careers there.  

 

Senator was trained by Richard Fahey to win two 

races over 1200m as a two-year-old. The three-

year-old was last seen finishing sixth behind Bless 

Him in the Britannia Stakes at Royal Ascot. 

 

Seven Heavens. 620,000gns as a yearling at  

Tattersalls in 2015, was a dual winner as a juvenile 

for John Gosden. With seven career starts to his 

name, he was beaten three-quarters of a length into 

second by Solomon's Bay in the Surrey Stakes last 

month. 

 

Alastair “Duck” Donald, who brokered the deals 

on behalf of unnamed clients, said: "When you're 

buying horses for Hong Kong the pedigree doesn't 

matter much, as you're buying on race record. -  tt. 

WE will keep you posted on our website today in 

regards the progress of champion stallion Captain 

Al, who has undergone leg surgery after kicking a 

post and hurting himself. “He is under the best 

veterinary care possible,” said Klawervlei’s 

Grant Knowles this morning. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/


3 

 

Jeff Lloyd is fighting all the way 

SOUTH African Jeff Lloyd (179 winners) tracks William 

Pike by eight winners with only a few weeks to go in the 

Australian Jockeys Premiership, but Jeff won’t go down 

without a fight. Here he is on trainer Toby Edmonds’ 

Sneaky Glance after winning today’s Grafton Guineas at 

Grafton, a top country track in New South Wales, known 

as the “Randwick of the North”. 

HONG Kong-based racing journo Andrew Hawkins, 

who attended the Vodacom Durban July recently, 

snapped this photo taken from “the forest above 

Happy Valley racecourse”, where the last meeting of 

the 2016/17 HK season takes place tonight. -  tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://wsb.co.za/
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SA season ends with Racing Festival at Greyville 

Bela-Bela, the flying filly: Champions Cup hopeful. 

THIS year the running of the World Sports Betting Champi-

ons Cup (Grade 1 ) and eLAN Gold Cup (Grade 3) have 

been split and the South African season will end with a two-

day Festival Of Racing at Greyville. 

 

The Champions Cup will be run on Saturday, 29 July while 

the Gold Cup, as well as the two Grade 1 juvenile races, will 

be run on Sunday, 30 July. 

 

The young horses will compete over 1600m with the colts 

and geldings doing battle in the Premiers Champion Stakes 

and the fillies fighting it out in the Thekwini Stakes. Each 

race carries stake money of R750,000. 

 

The R1.25-million Gold Cup over 3200m attracted 28  

entries while 17 runners have been nominated to contest the 

R1-million Champions Cup over 1800m. 

 

The Champions Cup could see Vodacom Durban July win-

ner Marinaresco going for the double, having won the race 

last year when trained by Mike Bass. The race was staged as 

a tribute to Bass, who was retiring after the meeting, and 

wife Carol. Their daughter, Candice, took over the yard and 

she became the first woman trainer to win the big race. 

 

Marinaresco’s participation in the race has yet to be  

confirmed, but if he does run and win again it would be one 

of the great fairy tales of South African  

racing. 

 

Candice Bass-Robinson has also nominated 

outstanding filly Nightingale, who ran the 

race of her life when dead-heating for 

fourth place with Krambambuli in the  

Durban July. She was beaten by just 0.40 

lengths. 

 

Also entered is Premier’s Champion Trophy 

winner at Turffontein, Deo Juvente from the 

Geoff Woodruff stable. Brett Crawford has 

nominated Grade 1 Rising Sun Gold  

Challenge champion Captain America. 

 

Justin Snaith has entered three horses, 

headed by the brilliant filly Bela-Bela who 

cruised home in the Grade 1 Jonsson  

Workwear Garden Province Stakes. Black 

Arthur, third in the Cup Trial and It’s My 

Turn, third in the Betting World 1900 and 

strongly fancied to win the Durban July, are 

his other entries. 

 

Add to the list the winner of the Betting 

World 1900 Ten Gun Salute from the  

Duncan Howells yard, who found traffic 

problems when unplaced in the July, and 

French Navy from the powerful Sean Tarry 

stable and you have what could be an  

outstanding field. 

 

Gold Cup entries include Hermoso Mundo, 

winner of both the Gold Bowl at  

Turffontein and the SABC Gold Vase at 

Greyville, from the Weiho Marwing stable 

who will be going for the big staying-race 

treble. He is likely to start as favourite but 

could find strong opposition from the Justin 

Snaith duo of Krambambuli and Captain 

Splendid.  - Gold Circle. 

http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/twice-over
https://tellytrack.com/
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