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Dr Thomson saved Marinaresco’s great-granddam 

Marianne Thomson: Never Say Die! 

FEATURE ARTICLE BY ADA VAN DER BENT 

 

IF fate had taken a different course, the name of last 

weekend’s Durban July winner Marinaresco would 

be missing from the Roll of Honour of the country’s 

premier racing event. Although a product of the 

famed Mauritzfontein paddocks as one of a final crop 

bred by the late Mrs Bridget Oppenheimer, the four-

year-old’s roots go back to the Lammerskraal Stud 

matron, Welsh Woman. 

 
Rated the second-highest juvenile filly in Ireland in 

1983 following two wins and a second in the Gr.1 

Moyglare Stud Stakes, this Irish-bred speedster won a 

further five races in South Africa and added another 

Gr.1 placing when third in the SA Fillies Sprint.  

 

She caught they eye of Lammerskraal founder and 

previous owner Mike Rattray, whose policy at the 

time was to invest in well-performed fillies for 

stud. Welsh Woman perfectly fit the bill, albeit 

that she had not won a stakes race and was by an 

unfashionable stallion in Welsh Saint and was  

decidedly light on pedigree. After dropping her 

first foal to Truly Nureyev, Welsh Damsel visited 

the fine stallion Elliodor and in time, delivered  

another filly.  

 

Lammerskraal Stud’s Sally Bruss takes up the 

story: “Welsh Damsel fractured her hind leg as a 

foal. She should have been euthanazed but in  

typical Marianne Thomson fashion (a vet always 

keen to try anything to save them), she plated and 

screwed the foal’s leg. We had to keep the filly 

and her dam confined for a very long time. 

Marianne often sung the praises of Welsh Woman, 

who spent so very long stabled, but was a gem 

about it all.” 

 

Welsh Damsel survived but obviously was unable 

to race. Lammerskraal’s decision to keep her for 

stud purposes paid dividends, as she became a 

stakes producer with her third foal, Gay Regina.  

 

A talented and durable galloper, the daughter of 

Sportsworld won six races in a career spanning 

three seasons. Although her sire, a classically bred 

son of dual Arc winner Alleged, was a profound 

source of stamina (he’d run fourth in the Irish 

Derby), Gay Regina’s precocity as a juvenile saw 

her triumph in the Gr.2 Gosforth Park Juvenile 

Fillies Stakes and place in both the Gr.1 Golden 

Slipper and Gr.2 JB McIntosh Fillies Classic.  She 

added the Gr.3 Ashburton Handicap at three and 
narrowly missed out on Classic glory (to page 2) 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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DR THOMSON (...cont) 
 

when beaten a neck in the Gr.1 SA Fillies Guineas.  

 

At the conclusion of her racing career, Mauritzfon-

tein acquired Gay Regina, a shrewd purchase,  

considering the talk was high on a colt by resident  

stallion Fort Wood out of Welsh Woman. Named 

Celtic Grove, he won the Gr.2 Golden Horseshoe 

as a late juvenile and would carry all before him at 

three, racking up victories in the Gr.1 SA Guineas, 

Gr.1 Gold Challenge, Gr.2 Dingaans and Gauteng 

Guineas. Although he ran second behind Trade-

mark in the Durban July, he was unanimously 

voted the Horse of the Year and champion three-

year-old. 

 

No surprise that Gay Regina became a regular con-

sort to Fort Wood, the most successful of the resul-

tant foals being Gay Fortuna, a dual winner in the 

Oppenheimer silks and third in the Winter Oaks and 

Sun Classique Handicap.  

 

Upon joining the Mauritzfontein broodmare band, 

Gay Fortuna visited new acquisition Ideal World in 

his first season but by the time she dropped her foal 

eleven months later, her year-younger half-brother 

Bulsara was a multiple Gr.1-placed, dual Gr.3 win-

ner. As he was by Silvano, the decision to send Gay 

Fortuna to the Maine Chance stallion made perfect 

sense. 

 

The rest, as they say, is history, the resultant foal be-

ing Marinaresco, who but for the skill of an innova-

tive veterinarian and dedicated care by the Lam-

merskraal staff, would not have become part of July 

history. -  tt. 

MAURITZFONTEIN Stud at 10am this morning: Gay Fortuna, the dam of Marinaresco, with Stud 

Manager Guy Murdoch in one of the big paddocks at the Kimberley farm. She’s wearing her special 

Durban July sash. Mauritzfontein’s owner Jessica Slack, who took the photo, tells: “We felt she needed 

to show off to her pregnant friends while she gorged herself on carrots. To Mauritzfontein’s delight, Gay 

Fortuna is well down the line, in foal with another offspring by Marinaresco’s sire, Silvano. “She was 

barren last year and we were able to send her for covering at the beginning of the season—she may even 

have been covered on 1 September last year. She is our first mare due to foal down this  

season,” said Slack. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
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Too cute to be donkeys? 

Look at this photo of baby donkeys and think about it. 

Why, when our fancies get beat in a race do we call them 

“donkeys”? Or when a race track is in bad condition we 

call it a “donkey track”. Or when someone is being stupid, 

we call him a “donkey”. Naah, no good, let's think of 

something else, These animals are far too cute to deserve 

being spoken about in derogatory fashion! 

FROM the cute to the phenomenally beautiful! Look at the 

body and coat on the beast that is Futura, photographed by 

“Kleinjan” Freeman in the stunning surrounds of Draken-

stein Stud. If Futura’s progeny gets his looks alone, we’re 

in for a treat. The first one is said to be due on August 3! 

The Beauty Of The Beast 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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“A rose by another name would smell as sweet…” 

THE quote above from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet has another connotation, but for the purposes of  

purveying beauty (and exploring somewhat obscure fantasies) we use it here for a July Day photo of Miss 

South Africa, Demi-Leigh Nel-Pieters, 22 years old and perfect.  (Photo released by Glamour Magazine). 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

