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The „Catamaran Party‟ in Mauritius 
EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT BY JUSTIN VERMAAK  

JUST a bunch guys having fun. There should be a Rule against Stipes bringing racing into disrepute! 

JUSTIN Vermaak, the popular Tellytrack presenter 

and Green Street Bloodstock director, has decided 

to inform the racing public of what had happened 

on a Catamaran rented for a day trip in Mauritius 

recently and after which two leading South African 

jockeys were suspended. 

 

Following a video taken on board and allegedly 

showing Vermaak and jockeys Raymond  

Danielson, Brandon Lerena and Muzi Yeni  

socialising with a licensed bookmaker, the  

Mauritius Turf Club Stewards last week slapped a 

three-month riding ban on Danielson and Lerena.  

 

There is no indication yet whether Yeni, who had 

earlier been cleared of wrongdoing following  

alleged incriminating Whatsapp messages, will 

also be suspended for his apparently innocent  

frolics on the pleasure boat. 

Vermaak said on Tuesday: “There are certain  

members of the racing fraternity in South Africa 

who as usual have looked for anything negative to 

hang on to this story. The rumours that have 

reached me are unbelievable. It‟s just been another  

opportunity for some individuals to slander, to add 

their own tails to the spreading rumours.” 

 

Vermaak explained that he had met one 

“Ash” (Ashley Jankee) in the Sunset Cafe  

Restaurant in Grand Baie, Mauritius. „Ash‟ intro-

duced himself as an agent for Fashion TV and was 

accompanied by a lady DJ from France, who was 

playing a gig in the pub that night. 

 

“I didn‟t know this guy from a bar of soap. We 

spoke for a while and he told me that he was  

especially active as a modelling agent for FTV in 

Ukraine. Since I had been to Russia  (to page 2) 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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CATAMARAN PARTY (...cont) 

 
before, we exchanged a few Russian words and he 

looked and sounded entirely truthful. At no point 

whatsoever did we discuss racing or horses. 

 

“As the evening progressed we made arrangements 

to go on a boat trip the following week as there 

were Catamaran Rentals in the area and it was a 

very good experience. Raymond, Brandon and 

Muzi came along for drinks, a swim and some  

sunshine. 

 

“On the boat, again, Ash made no  

reference at any stage to being a  

bookmaker or being involved in  

racing. As far as we were concerned 

he was a TV agent for models,  

operating mainly in Ukraine.” 
 

The leaked video shows shots of the people on the 

Catamaran lying in the sun, having drinks and  

talking away. Muzi Yeni, jovial by nature, jokes 

and dances around to cheers and laughter.  

 

Vermaak said: “We were just a bunch of guys  

having fun on a boat. During the afternoon a couple 

of us joked about Mauritian race caller Shan Ip 

(known for his loud and often inaudible race com-

mentaries - ed) and we tried to imitate him using 

the names of different horses like Bulsara, who is 

long retired. We didn‟t even use the names of 

horses currently running on the island. The entire 

incident has been completely overblown!” 

 

He concluded: “I am disappointed in the individuals 

who have not only created malicious rumours 

around this incident, but are happily spreading the 

false rumours already circulating. One of the  

rumours that reached me is that money was  

arranged on the boat, which is completely untrue 

and spread by an individual seeking a quick thrill 

and sensation.” 

 

Last Wednesday, Danielson and Lerena were found 

guilty of a breach of section (k) of their Expatriate 

Jockey‟s License which states: “No jockey is per-

mitted to contact, deal or otherwise associate or be 

in any way connected with any bookmaker, book-

maker’s clerk, betting agent or anyone connected 

thereto. Whenever the Racing Stewards have reason 

to believe that a jockey has transgressed this clause, 

the Racing Stewards shall immediately open an  

inquiry and may take such sanctions as are open to 

them under Rule 11(d) of the Rules of Racing and 

make such recommendation as they think fit to the 

Licensing Committee.” 

 

Lerena and Danielson were suspended from riding in 

races for 3 months each under MTC Rule 11(d). 

 

Divya Ringadoo, Chief Executive Officer of the 

Gambling Regulatory Authority, filed a statement 

Thursday with the Police of the Games against the 

protagonists of the case now known as the 

'Catamaran Party'. 

 

Brandon Lerena was understandably shocked after 

the guilty verdict against him. “I am a victim. It's the 

bookmaker that should have been sitting there in my 

place. How did I know he was a bookmaker? I do 

not know those people. Their photos are not  

displayed. I did nothing wrong. I just wanted to have 

fun with my South African friends, "he said”. -  tt. 

Gold Standard of SA‟s 3-y-olds 

will be aimed at 2018 Sun Met 
 

GLEN Kotzen‟s top class runner Gold Standard, one 

of the best three-year-olds in the country, was not 

entered to run in last Saturday‟s Vodacom Durban 

July over 2200m at Greyville. 

 

Kotzen told TAB News: “Unfortunately he went 

wrong after the Met and we had to give him a break. 

It was disappointing that we could not get him ready 

for the July because I think he would have been a big 

runner. 

 

“But don‟t worry. He‟ll be back. The plan is to get 

him ready for the Cape Summer Season and then 

we‟ll have another crack at the Met.” 

 

Gold Standard had a merit of 108 going into the Met 

but that was raised to 115 after the 2000m race at 

Kenilworth, making him the highest-rated three-year

-old in country. Al Sahem, runner-up to Marinaresco 

in the Durban July, and third-placed Edict Of Nantes 

are currently both rated at 107. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
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PROMISING apprentice Mphume Mjoka was interviewed at 

Randjesfontein this morning by Ginger du Plessis for CGTN 

Africa, the multi-language Chinese-owned television  

network. Mjoka won the recent Apprentice  Championship 

in Chantilly, France. 

Mphume gets a visit from CGTN 

DUE to a large number of international press  

staying at Hartford House after the Durban July, Mick 

Goss held a smaller version of the old Summer Stallion 

Day at his Mooi River farm this morning.  Hong Kong 

journalist Andrew Hawkins tweeted the photo above. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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The New Turf Carriers Rider Cup, Scottsville 

SOUTH Africa‟s top racehorses have been the  

focus of attention throughout Champions Season 

but at Scottsville in Pietermaritzburg on Sunday it 

will be the “little guys” on top that take centre stage 

in the 2017 New Turf Carriers Rider Cup Inter-

provincial Jockey‟s Challenge. 

  

Teams of riders from KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng and 

the Western Cape will compete for top honours in a 

series of races on the day with their mounts being 

allocated by ballot. 

  

The top three riders in each province at the end of 

May, based on the National jockey logs, will  

automatically be included in each team with the 

fourth rider being the “captain‟s pick”.  
  

Gold Circle‟s Marketing Executive Graeme  

Hawkins explained that there could be riders with 

the talent to be competitive that, due to unforeseen 

circumstances, had not ridden enough winners to 

qualify. The new system of rider selection would 

enable the team captain to extend an invitation to 

that rider to join the team for the competition. 

  

While some riders may be selected to ride horses 

they were familiar with, for most they could find 

themselves in the saddle of a runner they know 

nothing about which adds more spice to the compe-

tition. 

  

The Highveld Hawks representing Gauteng are the 

defending champions and will be out to retain their 

status but will be up against top riders from the 

other teams. The KZN Falcons won the first chal-

lenge in 2015 with the Cape Eagles having finished 

second in both challenges and will be out to go one 

better and lift the provincial title. 

  

The riders will contest four races with points being 

allocated as follows: 

20 for 1st 

16 for 2nd 

14 for 3rd 

12 for 4th 

10 for 5th 

8 for 6th  
  

There will be a ONE point decrease from seventh to 

one point for last. 

  

Seven points will be allocated for a scratched ride. 

 

The teams are as follows: 
 

CAPE EAGLES 
 

GREG CHEYNE 

RICHARD FOURIE 

CORNE ORFFER 

MJ BYLEVELD 

 

HIGHVELD HAWKS 
 

GAVIN LERENA 

S‟MANGA KHUMALO 

CRAIG ZACKEY 

MARCO VAN RENSBURG 

 

KZN FALCONS 

 

ANTHONY DELPECH 

ANTON MARCUS 

ALEX FORBES 

WARREN KENNEDY 

CORRECTION: PURPLE DIAMOND 

Dear Editor,  

 

As always, loved reading the TT this morning. Two 

errors in your CTS graduate article (4 July) –  

Purple Diamond was bred at Varsfontein for  

Anthony Peter and “she” is actually a “he”.  - 

Kind Regards, Amanda De Vos, Varsfontein Stud. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

