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No Rent-A-Crowds. Nothing Overblown. Saturday‟s Vodacom Durban July attendance was massive! 

Vodacom Durban July is a truly African event 
OPERATOR AND SPONSOR SUCCEED TAPPING INTO NEW GENERATION 

VODACOM and Gold Circle have succeeded in making the Vodacom Durban July a truly African 

event. Everything from the music to the fashion to the food on offer had a distinctly African flavour 

on Saturday– something they must have been aiming to bring to fruition since Vodacom took over 

the sponsorship of South Africa’s famous race back in 2002. 

The transformation of the Durban July is now  

complete and while the former plush, upper-class, 

old Victorian atmosphere is now completely gone 

from the July experience, Gold Circle won’t be fazed 

because people of colour turned up in their  

thousands to support the event. They placed plenty 

of bets and they had lavish amounts of fun. The 

masses will undoubtedly be back for more of the 

same next year and that is really all the operator can 

ask for. 

 

Gold Circle haven’t announced a crowd figure, but 

we can tell you there was extraordinary number of 

people on course before the start of the main event 

and their joining of a choir in singing the National  

Anthem was a joy to behold. 

 

If we were to level criticism, we’d say that some of 

the facilities at Greyville have deteriorated – fresh 

coats of paint were needed in places and the  

elevators were dirty,  even in the Members’ areas. 

 

More betting windows were required on the  

grandstand level. From our base in the Vodacom 

Marquee behind the Parade Ring we tried to get a 

bet on within 15 minutes prior to races three times, 

and failed three times, along with several others 

standing in long queues. (to page 2) 

 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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DURBAN JULY (cont) 

 
This is a problem most operators are faced with 

on major race days. It’s hard to gauge before-

hand how many windows will be needed and 

most newly trained attendants don’t make the 

grade and slow things down even more. 

 

Also, as Murphy’s Law wants it, the pre-July 

betting queues are almost always frequented by 

first-time punters entering their stacks of  

tickets from previous races. Perhaps more 

“Payouts Only” queues should be considered. 

 

Greyville’s self-service betting machines came 

in handy, but only if you had fresh notes,  

otherwise it’s a waste of time that made  

punters spit swear words at the same rate as 

their older notes were “spat out”. 

 

The grass track was patchy and kicked 

up dust, we have been informed that 

there have been injuries to horses but 

again, this is a known problem we are 

sure the authorities are doing their best 

to address. Perhaps racing should be  

restricted to Scottsville and the Greyville 

Poly three weeks before the next  

VDJ renewals. 
 

All of that aside, the 2017 Vodacom July was a 

pleasure to attend and the good news is that the 

race has not lost one iota of its popularity. 

 

Gold Circle’s overall turnover on all meetings 

on July Day increased by R2,9 million to 

R65,7 million compared to last year. Gold  

Circle also registered a 5% increase on the  

Greyville meeting alone and a 5% increase on 

the Vodacom Durban July itself. Phumelela 

and the Western Cape also enjoyed increases in 

their betting turnover on the day.  

 

However, Saftote registered a decrease of 2,1% 

from R145 million to R142 million on July 

Day according to Gold Circle’s Commercial 

Executive Patrick Loker.  The decrease was 

apparently due to a R10 million decrease in the 

PGE (Isle Of Man) turnover. -  tt. 
 

Bongani’s VDJ photos 

STUDENT photographer Bongani Ndlovu, invited to the 

press tent, snapped a few nice photos at the track and 

asked for some exposure. The photos are good, Bongani, 

so here is your plug below! 

A pretty representative for the Garden Province! 

The start of Race 4, Gold Vase. 

Marinaresco canters down on victory parade. 

IF YOU FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

We’ll make sure you are entertained… 

 

 @turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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ATTENBOROUGH (below) is one of the nominations for 

the Gr1 Mercury Sprint on 15 July, Greyville. Rest below: 

 

DR HORSE               A/S WGT  M/R   TRAINER 
10 TRIP TO HEAVEN     (5G) 60.0 120   Sean Tarry         

 4 BULL VALLEY        (4G) 60.0 115   Sean Tarry         

18 TALKTOTHESTARS     (5G) 60.0 113 B Coenie de Beer     

15 BRUTAL FORCE       (5G) 60.0 112 B Joey Ramsden       

20 SEARCH PARTY       (4G) 60.0 112   Brett Crawford     

 7 LONDON CALL        (6G) 60.0 111   Mark Dixon         

21 CHAMPAGNE HAZE     (4G) 60.0 110   Gary Alexander     

 9 NEW PREDATOR (AUS) (4C) 60.0 110   Johan J v Vuuren 

14 KANGAROO JACK      (4G) 60.0 109   Gary Alexander     

11 VICTORIOUS JAY     (4G) 60.0 109   Vaughan Marshall   

12 GULF STORM         (6G) 60.0 106   Brett Crawford     

 3 CAPTAIN'S CAUSEWAY (4C) 60.0 103   Sean Tarry         

22 REDCARPET CAPTAIN  (4G) 60.0 100   Gareth van Zyl     

 2 ANGEL'S POWER      (4G) 60.0  96   Mike Azzie         

 1 DOING IT FOR DAN   (5G) 60.0  96   Louis Goosen       

 5 SEVENTH PLAIN      (4G) 60.0  95   Dennis Drier       

16 ISCA               (4G) 60.0  94   Gavin van Zyl      

 6 SERGEANT HARDY     (3G) 59.5 109   Justin Snaith      

13 ATTENBOROUGH       (3G) 59.5 106   Joey Ramsden       

 8 RIVARINE           (3C) 59.5 105   Mike Azzie         

19 LIVE LIFE          (3F) 57.0 105   Candice Bass-Robinson 

17 WRECKING BALL      (3F) 57.0 102   Grant Maroun       

   (22) 

Please note: Supplementary Entries closes at 11:00 on Friday, 7 

July 2017. Declarations close at 11:00 on Monday, 10 July 2017 

  

MERCURY SPRINT ENTRIES 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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CTS graduates come to the party on Durban July Day 

HAPPINESS IS: Erich van Niekerk, Sean Tarry and Chris van Niekerk with Purple Diamond. 

CAPE Thoroughbred Sales graduates enjoyed suc-

cess in both Grade 2 Juvenile features on July day 

at Greyville. Purple Diamond, Ancestry , Captain 

and Master followed by Flying Free completed a 

notable quartet in the Durban Golden Horseshoe, 

with Desert Rhythm clinching Gold Circle’s 

Golden Slipper over 1400m. 

 

Other CTS graduates who won on the day were 

Crowd Pleaser (Gr3 Betting World 2200), Horse 

Guards (MR104 Handicap) and  Copper Force 

(Listed Daily Business Solutions Handicap). 

 

Desert Rhythm bought some solid Highveld form 

into the two year old showdown and was well han-

dled by “Bling” Khumalo to make an early dash 

for glory, then hold on. She is trained by champion 

trainer Sean Tarry for Chris van Niekerk - they 

signed for the Nutfield Stud bred daughter of 

Mambo in Seattle at CPYS 2016 for R200 000. 

 

The Golden Horseshoe sports an impressive hon-

ours roll with raiders coming in from all around the 

country trying to lift the prestigious prize. In a full 

and competitive field of 14 entries, it’s remarkable 

that CTS grads filled the top four slots. The race 

was true run and an exciting finish ensued with Pur-

ple Diamond just edging out Ancestry on the nod, 

followed by a late charging Captain and Master. 

 

Purple Diamond, also trained by Sean Tarry, was sold 

for R400 000 at the 2016 Joburg Ready to Run and is 

by Var out of Jalberry. She was bred at Summerhill 

Stud. 

 

The narrowly thwarted runner up, Ancestry hails 

from Avontuur Thoroughbred Farm and is sired by 

their internationally accomplished new recruit, Orato-

rio out of fine race-mare, A Daughter’s Legacy. 

 

Captain and Master made up a lot of ground in the 

closing stages and this Captain Al progeny out of Jet 

Master mare, Scorched clearly has a bright future. 

Flying Free (Var ex Frequent Flyer) is also laden with 

potential. Indeed, the quality performances of all the 

youngsters mentioned suggest that they are talented 

prospects with the natural ability to win multiple 

races, and provide their connections with tremendous 

pleasure. 

 

Crowd Pleaser galloped rivals into submission in the 

Grade 3 Betting World 2200m. Purchased  (to p5) 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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CTS GRADUATES 
 

for R400 000 from Normandy Stud at the 2015 

Cape Premier Yearling sale, this strong front-

running son of Captain Al has now won four of 14 

starts. 

 

Copper Force closed off the meeting by dominat-

ing a Listed Handicap over 1600m despite being 

drawn out wide. This bargain buy went for just 

R70 000 at the Cape March Yearling Sale. Dr Ian 

Heyns bred the consistent and tough miler by 

Royal Air Force ex Eastern Copper, who has now 

earned close to R1.7 million after previously run-

ning second to William Longsword in the valuable 

CTS Mile incentive race. 

 

Be sure to attend the next CTS Ready To Run Sale 

presented by Lanzerac Hotel and Spa – it’s sched-

uled for Friday 17th November 2017 at a revamped 

Durbanville racecourse. With a proven record for 

offering top quality thoroughbreds, this auction 

and upcoming CTS sales are bound to contain 

more star performers. -  Mark van Deventer. 

Lady Jocks’World Champs 

EARLY evening heralds the start of the inaugural 

Lady Jockeys’ Thoroughbred World Championship at 

Europe’s newest racecourse, Bro Park in Sweden, 

when Svensk Galopp, in association with Benny 

Andersson’s Chess Racing, stages a brand new event 

boasting an all-star cast of international female jock-

eys. 

 

Riding for their chance to claim the world title will be 

representatives from three continents; Asia,  

Australasia and Europe, including star apprentice Kei 

Chiong from Hong Kong and New Zealand’s leading 

female jockey Danielle Johnson, currently second in 

the New Zealand jockeys’ championship. 

 

The European contingent comprises rising star 

Sammy Jo Bell (UK), Prix de Diane jockey Maryline 

Eon (France), Stefanie Hofer (Germany), Ana 

O’Brien (Ireland), Fanny Olsson (Sweden) and Scan-

dinavian Open Championship winner Sara Slot 

(Denmark). 

 

British Racing’s most successful female rider, Hayley 

Turner who retired from the saddle in 2015, is prepar-

ing for her Bro Park debut with a ride aboard the Mi-

chael Bell-trained Flying Sparkle at Windsor this eve-

ning, and completes the line-up. 

 

Hopes of seeing Canadian ace Chantal Sutherland 

back in the saddle in Sweden were dashed at the elev-

enth hour when commitments closer to home forced 

her to miss the event. 

 

“We are delighted to welcome nine of the best female 

riders from all over the world to compete at Bro Park, 

and wish them all the best of luck”, said Director of 

Racing at Svensk Galopp, Dennis Madsen. -  RUK.. 

Ana O‟Brien, Ireland. 

ROB CHAMPION’S TIPS 
 

JULY DAY:  
PA with return of R814 for R384 investment and 

then the second Bipot with a return of R3430 for a 

mere investment of R144; also the second jackpot 

twice returning R490 for R180. Details here. 

Letters to Turf Talk 

 

Dear Editor,  

 

Your “Song For Candice” (TT Newsletter 3 July) 

refers: If she likes it, please let her „mark your 

card‟ as  requested! Keep up the good work.    

- Ravi Naidoo, Durban. 

 

*** 

Dear Charl, 

 

Great to see you on Saturday, hope you survived 

the day. I loved your take on Mrs Robinson in 

Monday‟s newsletter, more of the same please! 

-Ada van der Bent, Durban. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/advert/rob-champions-tipping-line/

