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The David Allan Column 

The accuracy of registrations and notes 

on the grass roots 

“Stakes races in Part I countries are given Graded/Group or Listed status by the International 

Cataloguing Standards Committee. The first three finishers in Part I stakes races receive "black 

type" and also carry the respective code of the race.” 

ON Saturday, we had eight meetings in UK/Ireland to 

keep an eye on, Greyville, Turffontein and Kenilworth 

ran simultaneously with the focus on the Vodacom 

July. The focus was so great, that systems around the 

country have adopted the great occasion on behalf of 

other venues. 

 

In published results (Tabonline for example), Race 6 at 

Kenilworth and Race 7 at Turffontein were both the Vo-

dacom Durban July. The race was also run at Greyville. 

Presumably this flows from an information feed connected 

to showing the race at those two other venues. 

 

The triplication flows into the usually superb Formgrids 

website. And gets tripled again. Solving for 

“Silvano”, MARINARESCO is shown as 

winning on the day nine times, three at each 

of the day’s racing venues. The same applies 

to other finishers in the race. 

 

This is not originated by Formgrids. The  

operators of this excellent site are extremely 

responsive and will surely sort it out. But for 

surveying a stallion’s performances, their site 

and other databases do not need those glitches 

through outside input. It unlikely that the  

Belmont Stakes in the USA would show  

doubled or tripled up on results pages for 

other racecourses. So there is a glitch in the 

system with an absence of discerning human  

observation to correct it. In racing, there is no 

such thing as a weekend. 

 

Does this matter? Yes. Not only is it a step or 

two away from excellence, but this kind of 

thing flows internationally – immediately and 

digitally. The culture of accuracy across a 

bloodstock industry is essential to maintain. 

More international bloodlines are finding 

their way into South Africa which can only be 

good. Part of our ambition is to have SA 

bloodlines, thus mixed and mingled, moving 

overseas more frequently in the achievement 

of actual recognition through high quality 

performance and involvement in good quality 

breeding. 

To maintain our essential Part 1 status, the 

culture of accuracy is crucial. The fact that 

some horses in SA bear the same names as 

some in (say) UK and Ireland is not “wrong” 

because the different suffix saves  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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the day. (Although it is at least weird when the 

name is a high profile racehorse in those countries). 

 

But we nowadays are seeing horses imported to SA 

having (say) an AUS suffix but the same name as 

another AUS suffixed horse in Australia. Other 

cases are showing up with the AUS progeny of a 

mare having been named and raced in SA but re-

ported overseas as being unnamed, therefore un-

raced. 

  

Occasionally, a particular son of a mare appears 

twice, once as a winner and once as unraced, due to  

registration confusion over north/south foaling 

dates. This is dangerous to status, not to mention 

fouling up the international records of mares with 

cataloguing consequences.  We can see exactly how 

this arises and a colleague is putting in a lot of hours 

to help unravel. 

 

A general point in this involves the qual-

ity and quantity of young people coming 

into the horse racing sport and business. 

I have written extensively about this be-

fore and will not “bang on” again here. 

However, the fact is that the heart, soul, joy and  

raison d’être is the horse him or herself. The people 

at grass roots who join us in this brilliant theatre of 

operations are mostly motivated by being involved 

with him, her and all of them. They may be looking 

for an admin or commercial career or hands-on 

horse husbandry as their starting point. 

On Saturday, at Chester, Newmarket, Windsor and 

York there were afternoon meetings as well as New-

castle where last week’s featured team of Tom 

Queally and James Fanshawe won the historic 

Northumberland Plate before a big Geordie crowd. 

On the sunny evening north and south, they also 

raced at Doncaster and Lingfield. On The Curragh, 

there was the important matter of the Irish Derby. 

All had big crowds being encouraged to observe and 

recognise the hundreds of stable staff looking after 

the runners. 

 

“Stable Staff Week” has started. The industry and 

sport makes a greater effort to recognise the  

individuals who make it all happen.  

Best Turned Out Awards are increased in Stable  

Staff week. 

They get up early, ride out in all weathers, muck out 

and groom. They live, eat, sleep and breathe around 

the handful of horses that they, alone, look after day 

in day out. 

 

For many owners, the time they have with the  

person who looks after their horse is the best time of 

all. It often happens after exercise early in the  

morning when, dismounted and untacked, the horse 

is given a pick of grass and a good roll by his or her 

carer. Owners are encouraged to wander out to join 

in. It is a far less nervy time than being on the  

racecourse together. 

 

Most grooms light up when the owner discusses the 

horse with them. So do the owners, knowing that 

their conversation partner would do this a million 

miles ahead of working in a neon-lit building  

packing or filing something or serving random 

members of the public.  

 

The catalyst is the shared experience and 

shared space with half a ton of generally 

pleasant, often magnificent animal who 

tries hard for you. Horses take these guys 

round the country and sometimes round 

the world. 
 

Having this week highlighting stable staff is a little 

self-serving because there is a shortage. Just as well-

educated, eloquent Filipina nurses are the backbone 

of health services – by special UK visa arrange-

ments overcoming the difficulty in employing non-

EU citizens – so were rules established for Indians 

and Pakistanis to supplement UK racing yard work-

forces. Many of them were very good and good fun 
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but that loophole has been closed, at least until Brexit actually  

happens. 

 

So those who are now increasingly stretched are being made a big 

fuss of. Good thing. From high profile ways in front of racegoers 

and TV audiences; to substantial awards for further education; to 

Willy Wonka Golden Tickets to be found around the courses with 

healthy shopping vouchers and other treats; to goodies from  

racecourses to take home. Plus free ice cream for them all at York!

Plus lots of press. 

 

Last week at Royal Ascot, Kathryn Kuczko-Roy turned (her own 

words) “into mush” as she brought her pride and joy HEARTACHE 

in from winning the Queen Mary (2yo fillies, Group 2). The ITV 

team hit exactly the right note in a joyful, teary interview. Lumps in 

throats all round, on and off the course. 

 

On July Day, but at Doncaster in the evening, AttheRaces cameras 

picked up on a jockey-sized young woman holding a lead rein 

bouncing up and down watching ART OBSESSION overhauling 

the  leaders to win a sprint handicap, then sprinting herself to greet 

him and bring him in. The director got it right, sending the  

presenter to have a chat with her as she and her huge charge both 

blew hard, hugging happily in the Winner’s Enclosure. 

 

If viewers had not previously grasped the dedication, emotion and 

joy involved in doing that job, they most certainly “got it” after that 

conversation.  - tt. 

Groom Kathryn brings Heartache into the winner’s enclosure after 

the Queen Mary at Ascot. 

The hard work invariably happens behind the scenes. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/adverts/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/adverts/
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[Verse 1] 

Sitting on a sofa on a Saturday afternoon 

Watching history unfold 

Talk about it, shout about it 

Open up the booze 

Celebrate the return of the mighty pink ’n blues 

 

[Chorus] 

And here's to you, Mrs. Robinson 

Racing loves you more than you will know 

(Wo, wo, wo) 

God bless you please, Mrs. Robinson 

Heaven holds a place for babes who train 

(Hey, hey, hey...hey, hey, hey) 

 

[Verse 2] 

We'd like to know a little bit about you for our 

files 

Will you please help us find more winners 

Look around you, all you see are Marsh’s shrewd 

horse buys 

Stroll around the yard and let us mark our cards 

 

[Chorus] 

Coo, coo, ca-choo, Mrs. Robinson 

Racing loves you more than you will know 

(Wo, wo, wo) 

God bless you please, Mrs. Robinson 

Heaven holds a place for babes who train 

(Hey, hey, hey, hey, hey, hey) 

 

 SONG FOR CANDICE 

TRUE racing enthusiasts will 

wholly appreciate trainer Candice 

Bass-Robinson’s achievement on 

Saturday, 1 July 2017.  

 

Candice became the first female 

trainer to win the Vodacom  

Durban July in its 120-year his-

tory - a rare feat but with her  

talent one that is likely to occur 

again in her career as she contin-

ues to rewrite the history books. 

 

We weren 't  part  of  the  

international media contingent on 

Saturday so it was hard to get 

close to our own, though to be fair 

we’re no Marinaresco. We battled 

to get down many flights of stairs 

to the winner's enclosure under 

top weight and it was just  

physically impossible to obtain 

Candice’s best quotes. In appre-

ciation then, we’ve composed a 

merry little “Song For Candice”, 

just so she will know that we were 

there and we loved what she did, 

though our  money went  

elsewhere, pre-race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement and apprecia-

tion to Simon and Garfunkel for 

borrowing freely from their  

original, “Mrs Robinson” (1968). 

 

Click here for an “instrumental 

preview” of the song so you can 

add our lyrics and sing along. –tt 

http://www.wsb.co.za/
http://www.karaoke-version.com/mp3-backingtrack/simon-and-garfunkel/mrs-robinson.html?currency=GBP


5 

Smart Call fails in  

Ireland’s Pretty Polly 
 

SOUTH African-owned Smart Call turned in a 

disappointing performance in Sunday’s Gr1 

Pretty Polly Stakes over 2000mat The Cur-

ragh, beaten just over eight lengths by Roger 

Varian’s Nezwaah. 

Smart Call raced in third in the early part and 

chased the leaders from the 600m-mark, but 

steadily faded, possibly disliking the soft un-

derfoot conditions on her first trip to Ireland. 

 

Nezwaah, who came up short on her only  

previous appearance at the highest level in 

Canada last autumn, danced clear in a Listed 

event at Ayr on her seasonal reappearance, 

and Varian was keen to give her another 

chance to prove her worth. 

 

The 13-2 chance travelled strongly throughout 

in the hands of Andrea Atzeni as Creggs Pipe 

set a furious pace before predictably folding. 

Zhukova hit the front inside the final two  

furlongs, but Nezwaah ranged alongside soon 

after and powered clear to score by three and a 

quarter lengths from Rain Goddess. 

 

Varian said: "We've always thought a lot of 

her, thought she should run well today and 

we'd really learn how good she was.  

-  extracts from Racing UK. 

Brave Mary, sold to Team Valor! 

 THE connections wanted to keep things low-key, but 

news gets out. The fairytale story of Brave Mary  

continues and she’s changing lives quicker than ever. 

 

Purchased for a measly R40,000 at the CTS Sale last  

November and a surprise winner of R554,000 since, due 

in most part to her Gr1 Allan Robertson Championship 

success, Brave Mary has been sold on to Barry Irwin’s 

Team Valor International. 

 

Justin Vermaak of Green Street Bloodstock, who bought 

Brave Mary at CTS, brokered the deal several weeks ago 

for an undisclosed amount. 

 

Trainer Paul Matchett commented: “Brave Mary has 

achieved a great deal for myself and her small-time  

owners Les Taylor and Des Bailey, we all made a  

welcome and tidy profit in a small period of time.” 

 

In more good fortune for Matchett, Irwin has kept Brave 

Mary in training at his Randjesfontein yard with the eye 

on the daughter of Brave Tin Soldier contesting the R2,5-

million CTS Ready To Run Stakes in November. 

 

“Barry wants us to race her sparingly into the big  

November race before he considers an overseas campaign, 

and that is the plan we will follow,” said Matchett. - tt 

Brave Mary with Paul Matchett (middle) and owners. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Lot 241, by Twice Over, was all the rage at KZN Sale, fetching a whopping 800K. (Candiese Marnewick). 

Highlands-bred by Twice Over tops KZN Sale 

A colt by European champion, and four time G1 

winner, Twice Over made R800 000 to top the 

2017 KZN Yearling Sale. 

 

Consigned by Highlands Stud part of Ridgemont, 

the Twice Over colt was knocked down to Nic 

Jonnson for R800 000 to make him the top priced 

yearling sold over the two day sale. 

 

Catalogued as lot 241, the unnamed colt is out of 

the winning Tapit mare Gin Rummy, whose grand-

dam is G1 Spinaway Stakes winner Family Enter-

prize and this is the same family as Epsom Derby 

winner and breed shaping sire Roberto.  

 

A daughter of Duke Of Marmalade, catalogued as 

lot 25, was the top priced filly sold at the KZN 

Sale, with the Rathmor Stud consigned miss being 

knocked down to Team G Racing for R460 000 on 

the first day of trading.  

 

In what proved very much a buyers' market, the 

sales' overall aggregate (albeit off a small cata-

logue) dropped back 24%, falling from R21.055 

million in 2016 to R16.065 million, while the aver-

age dropped from R89 979 to R73 693 in 2017.  

One of the most positive aspects about the KZN 

Yearling Sale, however, was the tremendous clear-

ance rate, with approximately 83% of the yearlings 

on offer finding buyers. 

 

Nic Jonsson was the sales' top buyer, with his three 

lots purchased (including the sales' topping Twice 

Over colt) grossing R1.34 million). Highlands Farm 

were top vendors at the KZN Sale, with all 13 lots 

on offer selling and fetching R2.1 million. 

  

Rathmor Stud enjoyed a notable stint at this year's 

sale - not only did they consign the sales' top filly, 

but their exciting young resident sire Noble Tune 

was the sales' top sire by aggregate, with the son of 

Unbridled's Song's 20 yearlings to sell grossing R1 

335 000.  

 

Bloodstock South Africa's CEO Michael Holmes, 

commented after the sale, "We are really pleased 

with the clearance rate at this sale and it was defi-

nitely noticeable that day two was a stronger session 

than Thursday. While the average was down consid-

erably, given the tough economic climate, this sale 

held up reasonably well and the top end of the mar-

ket, once again, proved very competitive." - BSA. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

