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“Durban July draw is of no significance!” 

Kevin Shea on the great Ipi Tombe. 

KEVIN Shea, the former master jock and winner of two  

Vodacom Durban July Handicaps, has fond memories of the July 

in 2002, when Mike de Kock‘s star filly Ipi Tombe made up the 

better part of 20 lengths in the home straight and they burst 

through late for a nailbiting win over Angus. 

 

Shea dead-heated in 2008 riding another top mare, Dancer‘s 

Daughter, in her memorable duel with Pocket Power and recalls 

with typical Shea humour: ―I should have had three July winners. 

‗I wuz robbed‘ in 2000 when there was a controversy over the 

photo finish and my mount Young Rake lost out to El Picha.‖ 

 

In his overall view of this year‘s Durban July, Shea recons the 

best advice he can give to anyone studying form is that the draw 

is of no significance.  ―The draw mat-

tered on the old track, even then the 

truly great horses like Ipi Tombe and 

Dynasty won from wide draws. These 

days runners are winning from any-

where in the field, the results are there 

to see. The draw is now irrelevant. 

 

―If I was riding in the July this year I 

would‘ve been very happy with the 

widest of draws. Tell you what, if you 

could put Ipi Tombe in this year‘s race 

from Draw 20 she‘d win by 10 

lengths,‖ he joked. 

 

Shea agrees with most experts that the 

2017 July is a race in which three-year

-olds are best handicapped (―for a 

change!‖) and his choice is Edict Of 

Nantes to beat Al Sahem. ―They‘re 

both top young horses from top  

stables.‖ 

 

Best outsider, he believes, is another 

three-year-old and a filly at that, in the 

form of Tarry‘s Safe Harbour. He 

says: ―When I was watching the July 

gallops, Safe Harbour was the one that 

impressed me most. I think she worked 

with Al Sahem that day.  

 

―The outsider Brazuca was another 

who impressed me in the gallops, he's 

a 50-1 shot but is better than that.‖ - tt 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Early July Action on the Tote 
JUST under R22,000 has been invested in the WIN Pool since 

TAB opened July betting on Monday and most of the early tote 

bettors have gone for Ten Gun Salute, who is only fourth  

favourite with most bookmakers. He is currently paying R6,10 

for a Tote Win. 

 

Black Arthur is the Place bettors‘ favourite—you will get your 

money back only if the race was run today and he managed to 

fill a Top 6 place at R1. 

 

Betting is likely to increase today, with casuals, once-offs and 

office bets coming into play. Current Tote Board below.  

Southey‘s eight at KZN 

BREEDER David Southey will be  

offering eight quality lots at the 2017 

KZN Yearling Sale, to take place at the 

Sibaya Casino on Thursday and  

Friday— the Southford Stud draft is 

made up of six lots, plus two yearlings 

offered as agent. 

 

First of the Southford draft on offer is 

lot 118, a colt by successful  

Kingmambo stallion Ideal World, sire 

of recent graded stakes winners Her-

moso Mundo and Zante, as well as 

champion Smart Call, who ran such a 

good race at Royal Ascot recently. This 

colt is from the same family as US 

Horse Of The Year and G1 Breeders‘ 

Cup Distaff winner Lady‘s Secret.  

Next up, is lot 161, a filly by Singspiel‘s 

G1 winning son and champion Lateral. 

The filly, a half-sister to a three time 

winner, is out of a winning half-sister to 

G2 Colorado King Stakes winner Cap-

tain‘s Wild. Her dam, by Count Dubois 

(sire of July favourite Edict Of Nantes), 

is from the same family as European 

champions Kris and Diesis –as well as 

Count Dubois himself! 

Oasis Dream‘s July Cup runner up Main 

Aim is the sire of lot 167, a filly out of a 

multiple winning daughter of champion 

sire Silvano. Her second dam is a half-

sister to 2 stakes winners, including G1 

SA Nursery winner Travis McGee.  

Captains Love is the name of lot 181, a 

bay filly by former leading first crop 

sire Lateral. This filly is a half-sister to 

the very smart six time winner  

Captain‘s Diva and is out of a winning 

Captain Al half-sister to eight time 

stakes performer Cedar.  Lot 122 (by 

Lateral) is also a nice sort. -  BSA. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
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WORLD SPORTS BETTING’s (www.wsb.co.za) latest 

odds on Saturday’s Gr1 Vodacom Durban July, as  

below: 

 

9-2  (9-2) Al Sahem 
 

5-1 (9-2) Edict Of Nantes 

 

13-2 (7-1) Black Arthur 

 

9-1 (10-1) Ten Gun Salute 

 

10-1 (9-1) It‘s My Turn 

 

11-1 (9-1) (13-1) The Conglomerate 

 

16-1 (12-1) Marinaresco, (15-1) Nightingale 

 

18-1 (20-1) Mr Winsome 

 

20-1 (18-1) Safe Harbour, (18-1) Horizon 

 

33-1 (30-1) French Navy,  (30-1) Saratoga Dancer,  (28-1) 

Pagoda 

 

40-1 (33-1) Tilbury Fort 

 

50-1 (45-1) Master Sabina 

 

50- 1 (60-1) Brazuca 

 

66-1 (55-1) Krambambuli 

THE Justin Snaith camp will most certainly not agree, but 

WSB has priced up for a prediction on the Last 2 past the 

post in Saturday‘s July -  you can get 4-1 on Master Sabina 

and 7-2 on Krambambuli to fill any of the last two  

positions. They top the boards in this respect. 

 

In the July Winning Trainer Market, the all-conquering 

Sean Tarry has  been priced up at 22-10, with Snaith at 3-1 

and Brett Crawford on offer at 4s. 

 

In the Winning Sex department, WSB has GELDING a 

hot-pot-favourite at 7-10, followed by COLT at 13-10 and 

FILLY at 9-1. 

 

In Matchplay, you can bet on one to finish in front of  

another. Here, for example, you can take 19-10 about  

Marinaresco finishing in front of Black Arthur (17-20 the 

other way round), or 9-20 on French Navy to beat  

Krambambuli (31-20), etc.  - tt. 

VODACOM DURBAN JULY BETTING 

WORLD SPORTS BETTING EXTRAS 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.wsb.co.za
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RACING BIRTHDAYS TODAY 

SHARING Birthdays today are two of Turf Talk’s fa-

vourite personalities in racing: Amanda Carey of 

Highlands and Ridgemont and formerly of CTS; and 

Graeme Koster of Rosedene Stud. We wish them many 

more good years and trust there will be lots of love 

received during the course of today! 

Mphume Mjoka receives his Longines watch, first 

prize at Chantilly. 

Mjoka’s Chantilly winner 

was a boost of confidence 
 

ALMOST exactly a year ago we carried a Turf 

Talk website article on Mphume Mjoka, one of 

the first feature stories published after our launch 

on 10 June. He‘d only ridden three career winners 

at the time and our prediction that he would be the 

next S‘Manga Khunalo was frowned upon but, 12 

months later, we‘d like to stick to that. 

 

Like many others rooting for Mjoka when he  

competed at the recent Longines Future Racing 

Stars event at the annual Prix de Diane meeting at 

Chantilly, we were absolutely delighted to see the 

young man make full use of a rare opportunity to 

‗take the next career step‘ with a win. 

 

Mjoka joined apprentices from Australia, France, 

Great Britain, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Morocco and 

Turkey in the EUR22,000 handicap over 1600m 

and rode Beaupreau to a 1,14 length victory from 

a wide draw. 

 

His success has done plenty for his confidence and 

Mjoka told Turf Talk: ―I have never lacked  

confidence, but it‘s amazing what an experience 

like this can do for you. I‘ve had four winners in a 

week since my return, I feel very good about  

myself and my career.‖ 

 

Mjoka has moved into fourth position on the SA 

Apprentice‘s table, just two winners short of  

outright second to Lyle Hewitson, something he‘d 

like to achieve this season. ―Trainers have been 

more accommodating since my win in France, but 

I know I have to keep winning..‖ 

 

Gauteng Academy Master Robert Moore, who 

accompanied Mjoka to France, tells: ―When I  

re-joined the Academy recently we worked with 

Mphume on his judging of pace and we made an 

adjustment to his style. He was going too ―over 

the top‖ in a finish. It‘s paid off. He‘s a lad with a 

future.‖ 

 

In Chantilly, a place both Mjoka and Moore  

describe as ‗incredibly beautiful‘, they were 

shown around the lush tracks and the quaint racing 

town by French associates. 

 

―We had a few hours to break away to Paris, half 

an hour away. There, Mphume showed us around 

most of the time. The young guys kow all about 

travelling,‖ quipped Moore. -  tt. 


