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The David Allan Column 

Looking beyond Ascot to UK-style July Week 

Racegoers relax in the car park at Ascot. 

SHORTLY before my flight from Cape Town 

landed at Heathrow at 6am this morning (= Sunday 

= yesterday when you read this) the captain had  

informed us that the temperature was 19 degrees. 

He remarked that this was quite respectable for 

London, bringing a titter of laughter from here and 

there in the cabin. 

 

What he meant in typical understatement was that 

19 degrees at 5.30 a.m. is high. He neglected to 

mention that the mercury the day before had gone 

over 30 degrees and would do so again, and  

probably again, before “dropping” to a predicted 

high of 28 on the first day – the best day – of Royal 

Ascot. 

 

A few weeks back, Turf Talk published my piece 

about Royal Windsor Racecourse. I wrote about it 

instead of the more obvious Ascot. As I sat outside 

today, with the house shielding that area from direct 

sun, I thought about the fabulous week of the Royal 

Meeting about to start.  

 

I recalled the brilliant times together with  

wonderful South African friends enjoying a day at 

Royal Ascot for the first time, capped by the unique 

experience of after-racing car park parties amongst 

the trees for the racing and breeding fraternity  

joining together from around the world.. That could 

be an article I thought… but the world and his wife 

will be writing about Ascot… 

 

Soon, the house no longer blocked the sun. Our two 

black dogs lay panting as they cooked – like daft 

mares standing in the middle of kamps in Wellington 

or Robertson in not 30+ but 40+ degrees, with shade 

trees available nearby, ignored. 

 

Moving inside, I saw a package of Tattersalls July 

Sales catalogues through which had already “gone” 

on-line. But there’s nothing like a real book - in this 

case of 910 midrange Lots of broodmares, fillies and 

horses in training, selling 12-14 July. 

 

Tattersalls July Sales has been a happy hunting 

ground for those, with us, who have sought out  

sensibly priced international imports for South  

Africa. Structures are tailored to achieve economies. 

“July Week” is a top class festival with Group 1  

racing on the lovely July Course at Newmarket, plus 

sales at Tattersalls with an international gathering, 

and with plenty of sights (the new Museum and  

Centre is outstanding).  Stallions galore are (to p2) 
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still in residence – just before disappearing into 

quarantine to shuttle in their dozens to Australasia 

and South America. Except Juddmonte stallions 

like Kingman, Dansili and Frankel, or the more  

reasonably priced Bated Breath. Juddmonte has 

never shuttled and probably never will. There are 

other attractive non-shuttlers as well, in England 

and Ireland, a number of whom have played a role 

in our exports to SA. 

 

Most of our inspecting and purchasing 

time is spent without the client making 

the journey. The cry of thousands of 

owners, breeders and trainers with  

regard to their managing agents is “Why 

buy a dog and bark yourself?”. But  

either way is fine –  visits are always 

good. A meeting of minds actually pre-

sent at July Sales has resulted in some 

fine bargains and considerable success. 
 

Some of the most productive July Sales buys for 

SA have been fillies or barren mares which can 

either go to SA quickly for racing and/or breeding 

or to UK/Irish stallions southern time with minimal 

delay. Some July fillies have won in SA.  

Half-sisters to Gr1 winners have cost modest 

money, making the “delivered cost”  

manageable. 

As to the few available barren mares, who in the 

north wants to buy one in July with the season  

recently ended? But we in the south do with good 

research into the reasons for barrenness and the 

option of treatments such as laparoscopic  

Nevertheless, there will be no shortage of buyers for 

fare this year that includes some of the Ballymacoll 

dispersal, and plenty from Godolphin, Shadwell, 

Cheveley Park and many others. 

 

It will be bright until ten this evening, so we shall 

enjoy the setting sun at that time – only three days 

before the Summer Solstice when the druids have 

their biggest day at Stonehenge – and we shall be in 

the Ascot car parks...  - tt. 

application of PG directly to the ovaries used with 

success. 

Nevertheless, there will be no shortage of buyers for 

fare this year that includes some of the Ballymacoll 

dispersal, and plenty from Godolphin, Shadwell, 

Cheveley Park and many others. 

The markets may seem to show strong year-on-year 

gains, but some of that is because of sterling’s  

current weakness (including against the rand) and the 

weight of overseas buying. Whilst the Breeze Up 

sales of racehorses were indeed phenomenal, there 

will be a degree of caution on the domestic breeding 

side because the disease of  over-production has  

broken out to an extent.  

Flowers at the July course entrance, sponsored by 

Castlebridge. 

The Courtyard, National Horseracing Museum. A NOTE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
 

WE have several new subscribers to Turf Talk’s 

Newsletter this week, and we remind all that  

editorial contributions in the form of opinion,  

letters, news and photos are welcome to  

editor@turftalk.co.za.  
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CLASSIFIEDS: FROM 30 PER DAY 

Churchill is set to race at Royal Ascot 

THE Aidan O’Brien-trained multiple Gr1 winner Churchill has been 

declared for the St James’s Palace Stakes (Gr 1, 1600m) at Royal 

Ascot tomorrow. The three-year-old has won both of his starts this 

season, taking out the 2,000 Guineas (Gr 1, 1m) at Newmarket and 

the Irish equivalent on 27 May, and he is set for a rematch with the 

Godolphin-raced Guineas runner-up Barney Roy.  

 

The Saeed bin Suroor-trained Thunder Snow has also been declared 

for the £400,000 race on the opening day of the Royal Meeting, 

while last season’s Racing Post Trophy (Gr 1, 1m) winner Rivet will 

bid to gain a first success of the campaign in this Group One. 

Royal Ascot is Ryan Moore’s week! 

JOCKEY Ryan Moore, who set a modern-day Royal Ascot record 

with nine winners in 2015 and was the leading rider last year with 

six winners, is ready to get the party started. 

“The main classics are done now, and Royal Ascot is the biggest 

week of the year in European racing,” Moore said in an interview 

with DRF. 

 

Moore, the top rider for trainer Aidan O’Brien, will be well mounted 

throughout the week. His best chances in major stakes are Churchill, 

who starts Tuesday in the Group 1 St. James’s Palace Stakes; Order 

of St George on Thursday in the Group 1 Ascot Gold Cup; and  

Winter in the Group 1 Coronation Stakes on Friday.  

 

Moore last week worked several horses at Ascot for US trainer 

Wesley Ward, though Frankie Dettori rides all but one of Ward’s 10 

runners. In all, 14 American horses shipped for the meeting. The  

Ascot course better suits Americans used to running on flat oval 

tracks than most European racecourses, Moore said. “It definitely 

helps Americans. There are no ridges or bumps.” 

 

Moore’s recent RA record reads:  2016 (6 wins); 2015 (9 wins); 

2014 (6 wins); 2012 (5 wins); 2011 (3 wins), 2010 (10 wins).  

Johnny Murtagh, now a trainer, rode four winners at the festival in 

2013. -  tt.  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/adverts/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/adverts/
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First-season sires at BSA’s 

KZN Yearling Sale 
 

ELEVEN of South Africa’s most exciting young stal-

lions will be represented by members of their first 

crop at the 2017 KZN Yearling Sale on 29 and 30 

June at Sibaya Casino. They are: 

 

ATO - a G1 winning sprinter from the same male 

line as champion Silvano, Ato has four first crop 

yearlings on sale. 

 

DUKE MARMALADE – Cartier Champion and 

five time G1 winner, this world class sire has two 

yearlings (from his first local crop) on sale, including 

a filly out of G3 winner Katy’s Lane (Lot 272). 

JACKSON –A triple G1 winning son of Dynasty 

from the same family as champion US sire Smart 

Strike, Jackson’s first crop have already made waves 

–with a Jackson filly having fetched up to R2 million 

earlier this year. His five lots on offer. 

MASTER OF MY FATE –Winner of both the G2 

Premier Trophy and G2 Peninsula Handicap, Master 

Of My Fate, who won six of eight starts, is a son of 

Pomodoro two on sale. 

NOBLE TUNE – A multiple Graded Stakes  

winner and G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf runner 

up, the regally bred Noble Tune, a half-brother to 

US champion and multiple G1 winner Honor 

Code, shares his outstanding sire Unbridled’s Song 

with more than 100 stakes winners –including the 

world’s current top runner, Arrogate.  

 

POMODORO – A versatile July winning son of 

seven times champion sire Jet Master and  

Broodmare Of The Year Golden Apple, Pomodoro 

has 2 first crop yearlings on offer here. 

 

POTALA PALACE –A G1 winner at two, when 

beating top sire Gimmethegreenlight, Potala Palace 

is a son of champion Singspiel and from the same 

family as top sires Sadler’s Wells, Nureyev and, 

Fairy King. He has five first crop yearlings on sale. 

 

REDOUTE’S PROMISE-The regally bred Re-

doute’s Promise is a son of triple Australian cham-

pion sire Redoute’s Choice (whose sire sons  

include the brilliant Snitzel, and is also sire of  

recent local G1 winners Rafeef and Mustaaqeem) 

and SA/Australian G1 winner Perfect Promise. He 

has a single first crop yearling on sale here. 

 

THE APACHE –This Storm Cat grandson was an 

Equus Champion, and dual G1 winner in South 

Africa, whose international exploits saw him finish 

first past the post in the G1 Arlington Million and 

bank more than R17 million. He has just one  

yearling here. 
 

THE ASSAYER –A G1 performer at two, The 

Assayer is a son of the world’s greatest sire Galileo 

(sire of more than 60 G1 winners to date) and is 

bred on the same cross as two top class sires in 

Teofilo and unbeaten legend Frankel. 

 

WHERE’S THAT TIGER –A classic placed son 

of champion sire Storm Cat, and out of a sister to a 

Kentucky Derby winner, Where’s That Tiger has 

three  of his first SA crop on offer.  

  - Media Release, BSA. 

https://tellytrack.com/


5 

http://www.tba.co.za/bsa/catalogue.php?url=2017ntl


6 

Advertisement:  TURF TALK  DOESD NOT ENDORSE 

TIPSTERS.  CLIENTS SUBSCRIBE AT OWN RISK. WE ARE NOT RE-

SPONSIBLE FOR LOSSES INCURRED. 

 

 

THE GENIE SAYS: 
“It takes a genie to find an outsider” 

 

Outsider Genie did it again!!! 
On the 13th June at the Vaal Outsider Genie tipped the 

winner in 6 of the 9 races. 

On the 17th June at Turffontein Outsider Genie did it 

again. 

Outsider Genie tipped you: 

Race 1 #4 Mrs. Jay 20/1 

Race 2 #7 Mrs O 3/1(was a first timer) 

Race 3 # 7 Just My Style 20/1 

Race 4 #1 Bulsara 1/1 

Race 5 # 7 Sabastian 14/1 

Race 9 # 12 Catwalk Tease 16/1 

. 

Some more of the Outsiders we tipped you this 

weekend:  
 16

th
 June Fairview, Race 4, #11, 1

st
 Await the Day

   
 40/1  

 16
th
 June Fairview, Race 5, #15 Lotus Elan 14/1  

17
th
 June Kenilworth Race 4 #3 Empire Rising 14/1 

18
th
 June Scottsville Race 1#17 Gat Henshaw 20/1 

18
th
 June Scottsville Race 7 #7 Zante 20/1 

 (Was our outright winning selection) 

.   

Please note this is just some of our tips that won or placed, 

there are many other selections that won or were placed. 

For just R600 per month, about R10 per meeting, you can 

also receive all our outsider tips and win big. 

Subscribe online on our website www.mytips.co.za 

>pricing.  Or email us @ info@mytips.co.za  

You can use our selections in any play you do i.e, Bipot, 

P6, trifecta’s Quartets etc, because if our selections arrive 

the payout will be big. 

 

Competition: 
Win a betting voucher worth R1000* to be used @ the 

Vodacom Durban July.  

Voucher is sponsored by World Sports Betting; 

www.wsb.co.za   

Just answer the following question: Which horse won the 

July in 2014 but was placed second after an objection? 

Enter your answer @ www.mytips.co.za  competition. 

Deadline 27st June 2017. 
*T&c apply.  *The winner will be announced in this column. 

*The judge’s decision is final. 

Tanya and Mike McHardy of Rathmor Stud. 

Rathmor looks to the future 
 

LAST Friday’s CTS Mare, Weanlings and Fillies 

for Stud Sale reflected a depressed South African 

bloodstock market, though Rathmor Stud was active 

with three big purchases, including their R2,4-

million acquisition of a mare by Henrythenavigator. 

 

Mike McHardy of Rathmor Stud has a refreshing 

approach. Like a wily stock broker, he sees the 

weak market as an opportunity to invest big, and 

he’s basing his beliefs on high hopes for South  

Africa and faith in the bloodstock and racing  

industries. 

 

McHardy told Turf Talk: “It may seem to some that 

we overpaid for Almosthaditall, but she’s in foal to 

Dynasty, her foal will be worth at least R1-million.  

You know, if everyone’s going to sit back and do 

nothing, nothing will happen. We may as well all 

pack up and go. But we won’t. I think we will see a 

revival of the KZN industry in particular, we all 

need to be positive.” 

 

McHardy said that Rathmnor had been spending 

hard for the last three years, acquiring the  

beautifully-bred stallion Noble Tune and 30 high 

quality mares for stud. “Not since perhaps Northern 

Guest’s glory years at Summerhill have we seen 

such an interest in a KZN based stallion,” he said. 

“We’re getting over 20 mares from breeders around 

the country including Lammerskraal and we’re 

sending ten of our own away to other stallions. 

 

“We’re hopeful, and we’re excited about the future. 

When the export market opens up, we’ll be able to 

sell to places like China and we won’t be able to 

produce enough horses to satisfy the demand!” - tt. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.mytips.co.za
mailto:info@mytips.co.zaur
http://www.wsb.co.za
http://www.mytips.co.za


7 

Derby win should get Mr Winsome into Durban July 

THE impressive win by Mr Winsome in the Grade 3 Track & Ball Derby over 2 400m at Scottsville 

on Sunday might well have been the performance that secures the Silvano gelding a run in Africa’s 

Greatest Horseracing Event, the R4.25-million Vodacom Durban July, at Greyville on 1 July. 

That will be up to the July Selection Panel to decide 

and trainer Dean Kannemeyer will have to wait until 

Tuesday when the final field is announced to know 

whether he has yet again managed to secure a place 

for a useful performer in the big race with a handy 

galloping weight.  

 

He has won the premier race three times with well-

weighted runners and Mr Winsome will carry 

53.5kg on the big day if he gets a run. There will be 

no penalty for Sunday’s win because the weights 

have already been announced.   

  

In the Derby the four-year-old came from near the 

back of the eight-horse field to win the 2 400m race 

going away, confirming that he is a classy  

individual over the middle distance with strong form 

to back up his big race claims that now shows six 

wins and five second from 18 starts. 

 

Jockey Anthony Delpech settled the gelding near 

the back of the field as Helderberg Blue, Let It Rain 

and Sun On Africa disputed the lead but made his 

move as they swept into the home straight where he 

became embroiled in a two-horse battle with Sun On 

Africa for the lead. Sun On Africa hung out onto Mr 

Winsome but Warren Kennedy straightened his 

mount before Mr Winsome gained the upper hand to 

win comfortably. 

A short while before the Derby, jockey Ian Sturgeon 

rode a superb race on the Geoff Woodruff-trained 

Ideal World mare Zante to win the Grade 3 Track & 

Ball Oaks.  

  

Sturgeon found himself “a bit too far back” and 

moved Zante up on the back straight before taking 

the lead which he held to the line ahead of Girl On 

The Run and Estimation. 

  

Sunday’s Scottsville meeting followed on the heels 

of the Post Merchants meeting at Greyville on  

Friday evening where the Brett Crawford stable 

continued its run of success in feature events.  

 

Crawford had previously won three Grade 1 races in 

a row – the Daily News 2000, the Woolavington 

2000 and the Rising Sun Gold Challenge – and  

Friday’s Post Merchants win added a little extra 

cream to the cake. 

  

The four-year-old Captain Al gelding, Search Party, 

was favourite to win the Grade 2 Post Merchants 

over 1 200m and duly obliged under stable jockey 

Corne Orffer who, riding with the greatest  

confidence, took the four-year-old to the front from 

the start to dictate the pace and steer him to the  

finish and into the winner’s enclosure.- Gold Circle. 

http://www.wsb.co.za/

