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Early Durban July fancies 
THERE are many in racing who believe that your first impression 

is your best impressions. Whether you are studying form or looking 

at physical horse  conformation, go with your first feeling! 

Neil Andrews reckons that this 

year’s older brigade is moderate 

and poorly handicapped by  

comparison to last year when  

Legal Eagle played havoc with the 

weights. “I think the three-year-

olds are slung in this year and will 

be hard to beat.” 

 

“I’d say the bet to take is the Box 

Exacta with Edict Of Nantes and 

Al Sahem, although chances are 

that their Daily News form will be 

reversed. For the Swingers, I’d 

add another three-year-old,  

Horizon.” 

 

Form expert Robert Bloomberg 

agrees with Andrews and said: 

“It’s a two-horse race between Al 

Sahem and Edict Of Nantes. Best 

of the older horses are It’s My 

Turn and Elusive Silva.” 

 

Journeyman Grant Knowles is 

also in the Elusive Silva camp as 

for as the older horses go, but his 

first choice is Klawervlei-farm 

bred Edict Of Nantes, top class 

and improving all the while. 

Justin Vermaak has long been an 

Al Sahem fan and he messaged 

from Mauritius: “Al Sahem still. 

Mr Winsome my outsider.” 

 

Lance Benson of Sporting Post 

also believes Mr Winsome comes 

into the reckoning with a good  

outside chance, though at this stage 

he will stick with The Conglomer-

ate to score a follow-up win. 

 

Gary Grant of the Equine Group 

has also picked The Conglomerate, 

though concedes that that the three

-year-olds are well in and  

dangerous. 

 

Andrew Bon wants to take all the 

final factors into consideration – 

especially who the jockey on Al 

Sahem will turn out to be.  

 

“Anthony Delpech may be obliged 

t o  r i d e  N i g h t i n g a l e  f o r  

Wilgerbosdrift, but I will probably 

stay with Al Sahem whatever  

happens,” he said. 

 

Prominent owner and (to page 2) 
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EARLY JULY PICKS 
 

bloodstock fundi Paulo Do Carmo has made up his 

mind: Al Sahem is the one, but David Safi of 

Formgrids reckons the race is not all over bar the 

shouting, “I need to see more, but the Snaith  

runners It’s My Turn and Black Arthur will be my 

early choices.” 

 

Tipster Rob Champion goes back to the three-year-

old theme and, like Neil Andrews, is confident that 

Al Sahem or Edict Of Nantes will win. He leans 

towards the Sean Tarry runner. 

 

Another tipster, the Outsider Genie, feels its best to 

stay with the older horses. Invariably ‘out of the 

box’, The Genie sides with Ten Gun Salute from 

Mr Winsome and Saratoga Dancer—a Trifecta that 

will scoop most of the pool if it comes in! - tt. 

 

Here  are the latest odds on the Vodacom Durban 

July courtesy of World Sports Betting. Place odds 

offered, are in brackets. 

 

5-1 Edict Of Nantes  (1-1) 

 

11-2 Al Sahem (11-10) 

 

15-2 Black Arthur (15-10) 

 

15-2 Marinaresco (15-10) 

 

8-1 Elusive Silva (15-10) 

 

8-1 Its My Turn  (16-10) 

 

14-1 Ten Gun Salute  (28-10) 

 

18-1 The Conglomerate (7-2) 

 

20-1 Nightingale (4-1) 

 

20-1 Horizon  (4-1) 

 

30-1 Mr Winsome (6-1) 

 

30-1 Bela-Bela  (6-1) 

 

33-1 Pagoda (66-10) 

 

35-1 Krambambuli  (7-1) 

 

35-1 Nebula (7-1) 

 

40-1 Saratoga Dancer  (7-1) 

 

40-1 Master Sabina (8-1) 

 

45-1 Safe Harbour (9-1) 

 

45-1 French Navy (9-1) 

 

50-1 and upwards, others. 

LATEST VODACOM JULY BETTING 

FRANKIE Dettori, hurt in  a fall at Yarmouth last 

Monday, is receiving physiotherapy and hopes to 

be riding again on Sunday ahead of Royal Ascot 

next week. He is the most successful jockey at RA 

with 56 winners. 
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IT pelted down intermittently at Turf Talk’s temporary 

base in Swellendam from about 3am this morning – like, 

three or four serious bursts followed by nothing at all.  

 

The week’s sponsors have kindly accommodated us in 

something that resembles Tuynhuys and we were tempted 

this morning to stay indoors, sip sherry and order in, in this 

fancy spot at the foot of the Langeberg.  

 

But Kuda Insurance has a Golf Day going down and it 

promises to be a day-and-a-half. We’re about 60km away 

from the action in Robertson but chances are it’s all wet 

there too. If this was a horse race, punters will be going for 

the mud larks. 

 

The question is: Among the golfers, who likes it wet?  

Rephrased, perhaps, who excels on a wet golf course? The 

action starts early and we wonder who will emerge from 

the pack as the one who will conquer the Silwerstrand  

Estate’s 18-holer today? 

 

Prizes include a R100,000 voucher to spend at the  

Klawervlei Farm Sale -  that’s for a Hole In One -  and a 

Queen’s Plate trip for four up for grabs in a closest-to-the-

pin on a selected hole. 

 

There will be live scoring to track the progress of players. 

 

One golfer commented: “Golf day rain is best when it is 

intermittent. You play for 10 minutes and drink for 15 

minutes. Then repeat the procedure!” - tt. 

Kuda Golf: Who likes it Wet? 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

