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Qipco Champions Series: What Now? 

With trouble brewing in the Middle East and the UK in the middle, what will happen to Qipco and racing? 

OVER the last week there has been a growing feud 

in the Middle East with Qatar being accused of  

allowing terror financiers and terrorists to operate 

within its borders. 

 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum of  

Dubai (the owner of Godolphin) sent out a message 

that if any one tweets about Qatar or are  

sympathisers of the Qatar situation they could face 

10 years in prison or a fine of 500,000 AED. The 

Saudi King has issued the same kind of statement, 

even banning fans’ Barcelona football shirts as they 

are sponsored by Qatar Airlines. 

 

The British Horse Racing Authority (BHA) has  is- 

sued a statement saying they will follow the British 

government’s lead, which brings us to a potentially 

disastrous situation for UK racing. Qatar investment 

in British horse racing is the  biggest single sponsor 

bar none.  

 

Sheikh Fahad Al Thani is the man behind Qatar  

racing, Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad bin Khalifa  

Al-hani  is the man behind Al Shaqab racing, both 

are major investors in having horses in training.  

 

Qipco is a company of the royal family of Qatar and 

they run the Qipco Champions Series, which  

includes the King’s Stand Stakes, the Queen Anne 

Stakes and the Sussex Stakes. (to page 2) 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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QIPCO AND RACING 
 

Qipco are also the commercial partner to Ascot – 

and Royal Ascot is only a week away! 

 

What does this mean? Can Sheikh Mohammed 

(Godolphin) Khalid Abdullah ( Juddmonte) and 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum (Shadwell) really be seen to support these 

Qatar sponsored races and have runners accepting 

Qatari money and running at a Qatari sponsored 

track? 

 

This is an extract from the BBC website when the 

deal was put in place in 2014: “British horse racing 

has secured its biggest ever commercial deal, with 

an extended sponsorship between the British  

Champions Series and Qipco that is believed to be 

worth more than £50m. 

 

The new deal is due to run until at least 2024. The 

British Champions Series comprises 35 top flat 

races and runs from May to October, culminating at 

Ascot. We are proud to support British racing and 

its wonderful heritage,” chief of private investment 

firm Qipco, Sheikh Hamad bin Abdullah Al Thani, 

said. Qipco, which is owned by six brothers who 

are members of the Royal family of Qatar, became 

title sponsors in 2011. 

 

-extracts from Mick  Doomben Racing. 

MARINARESCO, one of the early favourites to 

win the 2017 Vodacom Durban July, ran an  

indifferent race behind Captain America in the Gr1 

Rising Sun Gold Challenge at Greyville on  

Saturday but trainer Candice Bass-Robinson has 

confirmed that he has pulled up well. She said: “I 

think he just raced too handily. We were trying to 

get him closer to the pace. They went hard on Sat-

urday so he was always travelling out of his  

comfort zone. His biggest asset is his turn of foot. 

He couldn’t find it, they were travelling so hard. 

We’ll go back to dropping him in.” - Gold Circle. 

Marinaresco returned well 

CHAMPION sire Tapit, whose son Coup De Grace 

is about to stand his second season at Klawervlei this 

year, made history on the weekend when his son 

Tapwrit won the G1 Belmont Stakes –the third leg of 

the US Triple Crown. 

 

In landing the North American classic, Tapwrit  

became the third son of Tapit to win the Belmont 

Stakes in the past four years –having been preceded 

by Tonalist (2014) and Creator (2016). 

 

Remarkably, the last sire prior to Tapit to achieve a 

similar feat was Lexington, whose sons General 

Duke, Kingfisher, and Harry Bassett won in 1868, 

1870, and 1871 respectively. 

He is the 23rd G1 winner for Tapit, who has headed 

the US General Sires List for the past three years 

running and who is also responsible for recent G1 

Gold Cup at Santa Anita Stakes winner Cupid. 

 

Multiple graded stakes winner Coup De Grace is the 

only son of Tapit at stud in South Africa. A top class 

sprinter-miler, Coup De Grace emulated current sire 

sensation Quality Road when he landed the G2 Am-

sterdam Stakes, and followed in the footsteps of top 

stallions Damascus, Hoist The Flag and Gulch  when 

successful in the G3 Bay Shore Stakes.. His first 

foals arrive in 2017.  - tt. 

A Coup for Tapit: Three 

Belmont Stakes winners 

Coup De Grace at Klawervlei. 
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Baron’s beach break almost over 

SUN Met 2017 winner Whisky Baron has come to the end 

of his stint in quarantine in Mauritius. The Kieswetter  

family’s star will be shipped to Dubai via Newmarket, 

next, and will spend several weeks at Mary Slack’s  

Abington Place. Looks like enjoyed his stay on the island! 

 

Initial plans were to map out a starting campaign for him 

in Dubai first, but depending on how things pan out, their 

long term vision is for Whisky Baron to compete in Hong 

Kong or Singapore in 2018. -  tt. 

NEWLY sponsored by Betting World and run over the 

same distance as the Vodacom Durban July, the Grade 3 

July Consolation 2200 provides a R500,000 “sweetener” 

for those deemed not quite special enough to be invited to 

the grand party. 

 

In stark contrast to the July, the race has not been kind to 

three-year-olds in recent times, as only two of the last 15 

winners have been members of the sophomore brigade.   

 

By contrast the Bass-Robinson dynasty has reason to look 

fondly upon this event, with a trio of victories over the 

past decade or so. One, Diamond Quest, went on to  

complete the 2200-Gold Cup double in 2006. 

 

The archetypical winner of this well-established fixture on 

the July day programme, however, is the battle-hardened, 

hard-knocking older campaigner who finally finds a place 

in the sun as he enters the twilight of his racing days. 

 

A prime example was last year’s victor Punta Arenas. 

Then seven years old, he loved Greyville and finished 

stoutly from off the pace in what may well turn out to have 

been his final victory. -  TAB News. 

Betting World sponsors July Consolation 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

