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Seriously no love lost here . James Doyle, John Ferguson, Saeed bin Suroor. (The Guardian). 

Ferguson quits Godolphin after trainer’s comments 

GODOLPHIN’s Chief Executive John Ferguson 

resigned on Tuesday, stating, “Given the recent  

articles in the media, it was clear my position was 

untenable. This course of action is best for  

everyone.” 

 

News of Godolphin’s leading trainer Saeed bin  

Suroor’s unhappiness with Ferguson broke at the 

weekend and was extensively carried in the  

worldwide racing media. 

 

Godolphin's four-time champion trainer last week 

used a Racing Post interview to lift a lid on his on-

going frustrations.  Bin Suroor made it clear he no  

longer reported to Ferguson and highlighted his  

anger at having last year been forced to use James 

Doyle as a retained rider. He also described his  

latest intake of juvenile runners as "a disaster". 

 

Ferguson made no reference to Bin Suroor and 

said: “All the staff at Godolphin are wonderful  

people who work so hard for the greater good and I 

want to thank each and every one.  

 

“His Highness Sheikh Mohammed has given me so 

much over the years – trust, opportunities, amazing 

experiences and, perhaps most importantly, his 

kindness and counsel. For all these (to page 2) 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

WE welcome editorial contributions to the e-mail 

editor@turftalk.co.za. Send us your memories,  

experiences and old racing photos. Nothing like 

racing history, and SA has a rich history lying in 

old boxes in your basements. Just send them! 

FERGUSON QUITS 
 

things, I thank him with all my heart. 

 

"In times such as these, what matters is the future, 

and my stepping down will allow everyone to draw 

a line under things and move forward.” 

 

Joe Osborne, managing director of Godolphin in 

Ireland, will take up the position of interim chief 

executive of Godolphin’s global operation. 

 

The appointment of Ferguson's interim  

replacement, meanwhile, brings the Osborne family 

full circle. 

 

Joe’s father Michael was taken on by Sheikh  

Mohammed in the early 1990s to turn Dubai into a  

major racing and training centre. He was responsi-

ble for organising the first Dubai World Cup.  

– Edited extracts from Racing Post article. 

SUMMERVELD-based Gavin van Zyl (photo) took 

out his trainer’s license in 2007 and saddled his 

first runner 10 years ago this month. Team G Rac-

ing has achieved 600 winners in that time, with 

over 30 at Group and Listed level and 7 at Gr1. 

Gavin said: “The plan is to keep our standard high 

and hopefully keep firing at the highest level. There 

are still a few races we haven’t won!” Gavin is  

assisted in Johannesburg by his son Chesney, while 

Gareth van Zyl has progressed from assistant into 

the ranks of trainers himself. -  tt. 

Team G reaches milestone 

WE will carry the latest betting for the 2017 R4.25-

million Vodacom Durban July (Grade 1) over 2200m 

at Greyville on Saturday 1 July, alternately from our 

advertisers Betting World and World Sports Betting, 

starting today with the latest on the race from Betting 

World. Where is value? What happens, for example, 

to the 30-1 on Bela-Bela if she wins this weekend? 

 

5-1 Edict Of Nantes 

 

11-2 Al Sahem 

 

13-2 Marinaresco 

 

10-1 Black Arthur 

 

12-1 Its My Turn 

 

13-1 Elusive Silva 

 

16-1 Nebula, Ten Gun Salute 

 

18-1 The Conglomerate 

 

20-1 Horizon 

 

30-1 Bela-Bela, Krambambuli, Saratoga Dancer 

 

33-1 Brazuca, Captain America, Master Switch 

 

35-1 French Navy, Master Sabina 

 

40-1 Copper Force, Pagoda, Tilbury Fort 

 

45-1 Liege, Nightingale, Orchid Island 

 

50-1 Zodiac Ruler, 75-1 and upwards the others. 

VDJ BETTING BOARD 
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At the Magic Millions.... 
VISITORS to Australia need to know only one phrase, “No 

Worries Mate!” It looks like the South Africans at the 

Magic Millions have none, though they appear a tad battle-

weary. 

Gareth Pepper, Justin Vermaak, “Mr Paul” Lafferty and 

Theo Kieser, sipping on Corona’s.  (No Fosters, mateys?) 

“Mr Paul” with the legendary David Payne (left) and 

Wayne Aldridge of the erstwhile Delta Bloodstock. Both 

left the country before the scorning abbreviation, 

“SAFFA” was conceived. Proud former South Africans, 

they are. 

Marsh Shirtliff (right), looking more and more like a  

Varsity Professor, with son Guy (middle). Marsh bought 

Lot 2083 for Singapore-based trainer Ricky Le Grange 

(left). -  (Photos courtesy of Gareth Pepper). 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Great female lines shape top global results 

By ADA VAN DER BENT 

 

IT is amazing how great female lines tend to come to 

light time and time again. This past week alone, the 

young British-based stallion Nathaniel sired a first 

classic winner when first crop daughter Enable 

landed the Gr.1 Epsom Oaks in a driving rainstorm.  

 

Barely twenty four hours later, on opposite sides of 

the globe, another sophomore filly, Lady Of The 

House, also became a classic winner when success-

ful in the Gr.1 Woolavington 2000 at Greyville. The 

common thread that binds them together is Delta, the 

ancestress of both Nathaniel and the dam of Lady Of 

The House, the dual champion sprinter Overarching. 

Bred in the purple, by breed-shaping stallion  

Nasrullah out of the famed taproot mare Bourtai, 

Delta fully lived up to her bloodlines on the track.  

 

Successful in the Arlington Lassie Stakes at two and 

runner-up in both the Washington Park Futurity and 

National Stallion Stakes, she was rated the joint  

second top-rated juvenile filly of 1954. Victorious in 

the Myrtlewood Handicap at four, she retired to the 

paddocks the winner of 16 races, six at stakes level. 

 

As a broodmare, Delta would scale even greater 

heights, for amongst her nine winners from ten foals 

were the high-class stakes winners Canal, Dike, 

Okavango, Cabildo and Shore, who between them, 

won an astounding 74 races.  

 

Shore, who features as fourth dam of  Overarching, 

was no slouch either, counting the Bewitch Stakes 

amongst her six career wins. She has achieved last-

ing fame as the dam of the exceptional broodmare 

Alligatrix. A Gr.3-placed daughter of Alleged, she 

bred Prix Lupin hero Croco Rouge (Rainbow Quest), 

American stakes winner Persianalli (Persian Bold) 

and Oak Tree Stakes winner Alidiva (Chief Singer), 

who in turn proved superior to her dam, producing 

a trio of Gr.1 winners in Sleepytime (1000 Guin-

eas), Ali-Royal (Sussex Stakes) and Taipan (Europe 

Preis (twice)).  Desolate Sands, a half-sister to  

Alligatrix, produced dual stakes winner Lonely 

Beach, the third dam of Overarching. 

 

Nathaniel descends from Shore’s half-sister Basin 

(Tom Rolfe). A non-winner, she bred eight winners 

and is the granddam of Gr.3 Musidora Stakes  

winner Magnificient Style, who has emerged as yet 

another blue hen mare. When purchased privately 

by the Rothschild family carrying Nathaniel, this 

daughter of Silver Hawk was already the dam of 

five stakes winners. By the mighty Galileo, Nathan-

iel proved a top performer, winning both the Gr.1 

King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes and 

Gr.1 Eclipse Stakes before retiring in 2013.  

 

Since Nathaniel, Magnificient Style has produced 

his full sister, the Gr.1 Irish Oaks winner Great 

Heavens, while her earlier foals included his three-

parts sister, Gr.1 Fillies Mile victress Playful Act 

(Sadler’s Wells), who commanded a then record 

price of $10,5 mill as a barren mare at Keeneland. 

 

Not surprisingly, this powerful family has tasted 

success on a global scale. Basin’s daughter Copper-

head (by South African-bred standout Hawaii),  

produced American Gr.1 winner Silver Ending to 

Silver Hawk and spent some time in this country, 

leaving the Crystal De Roche filly Fiery Copper, 

who became the granddam of the Gr.1 Golden 

Horseshoe and Gr.1 Computaform Sprint winner 

Copper Parade. Copperhead’s half-sister by  

L’Enjoleur, the unraced L’Quiz, ended up in  

New Zealand, where she bred Gr.1 New Zealand 

Derby hero St Reims and the grand racemare 

Champagne, a dual Gr.1 winner in Australia and 

runner-up in the Melbourne Cup. -  tt. 

Gr1 Woolavington Stakes winner Lady Of The House has the Delta Factor. 


