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Saeed bin Suroor ‘strips his moer’  
Saeed bin Suroor (right), must be confident that he still has Sheikh Mohammed‟s ear. (Getty Images). 

SAEED bin Suroor, the long-time Godolphin trainer 

of choice, has revealed tension at the top of high-

profile organisation, apparently confident that his 

boss, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

won’t send him packing for spilling the beans. 

 

For Godolphin not to have captured a British Classic 

winner since Dawn Approach in the 2013 is serious.  

It is now 22 years since Bin Suroor completed an 

Epsom Classic double with Lammtarra and  

Moonshell.    
 
Speaking to Racing Post last week, the four-time 

UK champion trainer  blew the lid off the major  

deterioration in relations between himself and 

Sheikh Mohammed's top racing aide John Ferguson. 

 

Ferguson replaced Simon Crisford and was given 

the title of chief executive in December, 2015,  

reporting he had been instructed to give the global 

behemoth "a kick in the belly".  

 

Bin Suroor has since done some kicking himself, 

revealing that after a 2016 campaign that plainly left 

him angry and exasperated, he has from this year 

reported to only one man.   (to page 2) 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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BIN SUROOR 

 
"Now Sheikh Mohammed makes the decisions at 

Stanley House, nobody else," he said. 

 

Bin Suroor suggested that he was not happy that the 

services of jockey James Doyle as retained rider 

was foisted upon him and said:  “I'm trying to build 

up again for the future. The last three years without 

Simon Crisford has not been the same, has not been 

easy.” 

 

Ferguson’s son, James, is assistant to 

trainer Charles Appleby and Bin Suroor 

bemoaned his latest two-year-old intake, 

extremely backward relative to the  

collection entrusted to Appleby. He 

stated:  "It is a disaster. I can't train 

them, have no chance to run them. The 

system is not quite great this year." 
 

The rumour heard on racecourses is the relationship 

between Godolphin's senior trainer and Godolphin's 

senior executive has completely broken down. 

What is surprising, however, is Bin Suroor’s  

willingness to make things public. 

 

Racing Post asked:  “One wonders what Sheikh 

Mohammed will do? Will he see the troubled  

relationship between Bin Suroor and Ferguson as 

creative tension or will he seek to knock heads  

together? “ 

 

Godolphin remain an awfully long way behind 

Coolmore in the superpower stakes, with the British 

Classics score since Dawn Approach being 11 to 

Coolmore, none to Godolphin. The current  

difficulties can hardly be helpful in reducing the 

gap between the two. -  tt. 

 

-Extracted from Racing Post and edited to suit. 

-Headline is Afrikaans slang for “loses his  

temper”, i.e. „Saeed loses his temper‟. Expression 

used for purposes of rhythm and rhyme. -  Editor. 

MM Sale starts at Gold Coast 
 

THE Magic Millions Gold Coast National Yearling 

Sale three-day sale got underway today, with 584 

lots catalogued. Among the lots there are some well 

related yearlings, including a colt by Snitzel 

(Redoute’s Choice) from the Milburn Creek draft, 

catalogued as Lot 1806 who is a three-quarter 

brother to Group One winner Snitzerland (Snitzel) 

and Group Three winner Sooboog (Snitzel).  

 

Other entries include a filly by Lonhro (Octagonal), 

catalogued as Lot 2088, who is a half-sister to Group 

One winner Kirramosa (Alamosa) offered by Rivers-

dale, while there is also a Dawn Approach (New  

Approach) colt offered by Oakwood Farm, cata-

logued as  Lot 2228 who is half-brother to Group 

One winner Maybe Discreet (Shamardal).  - ANZ. 

TWO SA celebrity Beards at Magic Millions in 

Australia are Justin Vermaak and “Mr Paul” 

Lafferty. Vermaak already reported this morning a 

colt by Congrats purchased for $AU25,000 by 

Green Street Bloodstock. 

WE welcome editorial contributions to the e-mail 

editor@turftalk.co.za. Send us your memories,  

experiences and old racing photos. Nothing like 

racing history, and SA has a rich history lying in 

old boxes in your basements. Just send them! 
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KZN Sibaya Sales Catalogue online 

WITH past graduates of the ilk of Gr1 winners Louis The 

King, Happy Valentine, Seal and Same Jurisdiction, to 

mention a few, the KZN Yearling Sale is one of the most 

popular auctions on South Africa’s equine calendar. 

 

The sale takes place at the Sibaya Casino on 29 and 30 

June, and 276 lots have been catalogued. 

 

Yearlings purchased from the 2017 KZN Yearling Sale will 

qualify to take part in the 2018 KZN Yearling Sale Million, 

set to take place on Vodacom Durban July day next year. 

 

Some of South Africa’s top stallions will be represented on 

this year’s sale, with leading sires Captain Al, Dynasty, 

Gimmethegreenlight, Silvano, and Var all represented. 

 

Leading first crop sires Crusade, Oratorio, Twice Over and 

What A Winter are also well represented, ensuring buyers 

have a wide range of yearlings by top class stallions to 

choose from. 

 

Exciting sires represented by their first South African year-

lings at this sale includes Gr1 Krisflyer Sprint winner Ato, 

Cartier Champion and classic sire Duke Of Marmalade, 

triple Gr1 winner Jackson, blue blooded Gr2 winner Master 

Of My Fate, Breeders’ Cup runner up Noble Tune,  

versatile July winner Pomodoro, Gr1 winning 2yo Potala 

Palace, the superbly bred Redoute’s Promise, globetrotting 

Equus Champion The Apache, Galileo’s son The Assayer, 

and classic placed Where’s That Tiger. 

 

The catalogue for the 2017 sale is now available for view-

ing and can be accessed online at www.tba.co.za 

TWITTER IS WHERE THE ACTION IS:  @turftalk1 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://tba.co.za/pdf/2017ntl_ped.pdf
http://tba.co.za/pdf/2017ntl_ped.pdf
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Photos: Getsurrey.co.uk 

Poundland Hill was the 

place to be at Epsom Derby 

REPORTER Darren Pepe (Get Surrey) wrote about 

the Steinhoff International-sponsored Poundland Hill:   

 

“The scenes upon the hill were worlds apart from the  

classy affair within the Epsom stands, though all in 

attendance appeared to be having the time of their 

lives. The beer was flowing and crowds were smiling 

as the races took place, this was the perfect way to 

spend Derby Day on a budget. It even had a mini pop

-up store of the savings shop, which was brilliant!” 

 

“This was a huge success and we’ll build on it,” said 

Markus Jooste, Steinhoff CEO, on Monday. -  tt. 


