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A bumper weekend for global racing fans 

SOUTH African racing fans have another big racing 

weekend to look forward to, with Gr1 classic action 

at Greyville and a bigger-than-usual interest in  

Friday’s Epsom Oaks and Saturday’s Epsom Derby 

in the UK. 

 

In today’s Gr1 Investec Oaks over 2400m (Race 5), 

Markus Jooste’s Mayfair Speculators own a share of 

Aidan O’Brien trained Pocketfullofdreams (FR), the 

rank outsider in a small field which sees O’Brien’s 

Rhododendron odds-on at 5/6.  “This is a good Oaks 

- but I think my filly is very good,” said the favour-

ite’s jockey, Ryan Moore. We all know what a top-

class juvenile she was, but we will never know how 

close she would have got to Winter in the 1,000 

Guineas as she was held up in her run at a crucial 

stage.” 

 

The Investec Derby is Britain's richest horse race, 

Epsom - home of the “Blue Riband”. 

and the most prestigious of the five Classics. It is 

sometimes referred to as the "Blue Riband" of the 

turf and Jooste has been enthusing for a few weeks  

about having a “ticket to a dream”. 

  

Also part-owned, but racing in Mayfair’s silks will 

be Douglas Macarthur, by all account a lesser string 

in the O’Brien bow for this year’s renewal, but he’s 

a horse who has impressed with his fighting spirit 

and courage – two ingredients needed to win the 

Derby. He also has no stamina doubts. 

  

Douglas Macarthur won the Derrinstown Derby 

Trial at Leopardstown, traditionally a good pointer 

to the Derby itself. Previous Derby Trial winners 

who completed the double include Sinndar (2000), 

Galileo (2001) and High Chaparral (2002), so there 

is value about Douglas Mac, who is likely to start at 

around 20-1. 

 

“Douglas Macarthur has always been held in high 

regard by connections,” wrote Adam Houghton of 

Timeform in his preview. He gives the Galileo colt 

an eachway chance. 

  

Derek Brugman of Mayfair Speculators commented 

this morning: “It’s an exciting weekend, of course, 

and all we can do is hope for the best. Michael 

Jooste will be representing us at the Oaks today and 

Markus will arrive tomorrow and will race  

alongside some other South African regulars in-

cluding Brian Finch and Rian du Plessis.” 

 

Epsom Downs weather is expected to be sunny and 

dry on Friday, with 20° forecast, dipping to 18° on 

Saturday. The track is in excellent condition. -  tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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MARKUS Jooste’s Steinhoff International owns 

Poundland, a High Street retailer popular among 

bargain-hunters who recently struck a deal with 

Investect to rebrand the famous Epsom Hill area 

of the course as "Poundland Hill". 

 

The UK Mirror reported:  “When the news broke 

about the new sponsor for the famous Derby 

venue it was met with a mixture of surprise, 

shock and more than a little bemusement.  

Investec’s sponsorship of the Derby meeting, 

which dates back to 2009, has evoked an elegant, 

glamorous image of Derby Day which appears to 

be a sharp contrast to Poundland’s pile-it-high, 

bargain-basement profile.” 

 

But Jooste shares the view of Phil White, who has 

responsibility for Epsom in his role as the Jockey 

Club’s London regional director, said: “It’s  

fantastic news for the event and also for British 

racing. We’re looking to build and reinvigorate 

the Hill and having a partner to work alongside us 

represents a great  opportunity. 

 

“The Derby Festival attracts such a wide range of 

society and that’s what makes it unique. It’s 

known as the people’s race and the activities and 

all the people who go on to the Hill is one of the 

reasons for that. –tt. 

Jooste takes them on: 

pound-for-pound  

Hayley’s views on Epsom Derby 
 

FORMER leading jockey Hayley Turner gives her 

expert insight on the Gr1 Investec Derby at Epsom. 

 

The one thing we can say for sure about this year’s 

Investec Derby is that with quite a big field, it has the 

potential to be a bit of a messy race. Thankfully, there 

is no short-priced favourite and so punters will be  

rewarded with decent odds, whichever horse runs out 

the winner. 

 

Aidan O’Brien’s record means that his team from  

Ballydoyle have to be respected and the fact that Ryan 

Moore has chosen Cliffs Of Moher confirms that he is 

the stable’s number one contender. They have been 

making noises about this colt for a while, but he will 

need to step up again on what he showed in the Dee 

Stakes at Chester. 

York’s Dante Stakes is always a good trial for the 

Derby and it was a decent renewal won by the Mark 

Johnston-trained Permian. Although he is more  

exposed than the rest of the field, his experience could 

come into play if it’s a bit of a rough race.  

 

Mark Johnston’s horses always have a bit of speed 

coming out of the stalls and that ought to enable Wil-

liam Buick to get a decent position in the early stages, 

and he switches off very easily too – in  (to page 3)  

Hayley Turner:  “Frankie factor!” 
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HAYLEY TURNER 
 

the Dante, he was switched right off when everything else 

was taking a bit of a pull. 

 

At a really big price, Rekindling takes the eye, despite  

having finished behind Permian in the Dante. He had some 

excellent form as a two-year-old and didn’t get the clearest 

of runs at York – I think they might have kept a bit up their 

sleeves for the big one too. 

 

If I had to come down on one horse for the Derby though, I 

think it would have to be Cracksman for John Gosden and 

Frankie Dettori. Frankie waited years to win the Derby for 

the first time but he’s such a brilliant all-round jockey and 

there’s nobody you would want on your side more than him 

in a race like this. 

 

He got messed about repeatedly in his last race at Epsom, 

where the slow pace didn’t suit him. He had to switch 

wide, but he still got up to win and the experience he 

gained that day with respect to what he will have learned 

about racing is going to be so important. He needed every 

yard of the trip there and moving up to a mile and a half 

looks as if it’s going to suit. 

 

Another son of Frankel in the race is the Martyn  

Meade-trained Eminent, the winner of the Craven Stakes. 

He looked a real galloper at Newmarket in the 2000  

Guineas and although I really like him, I’m not sure he’ll 

quite have the turn of foot that might be needed to win the 

Derby. 

 

HAYLEY’S VERDICT: 

1 CRACKSMAN 2 PERMIAN 3 REKINDLING 

 

*Hayley Turner is an Ambassador fior GBI Racing. 

 

THE GENIE SAYS: 
“It takes a genie to find an outsider” 

 
How to find an outsider # tip 2: 

One of the most important factors you need to look at is the qual-

ity of the field, in the top left hand corner Computaform shows 

the class of the race and the average Merit rating of the runners, 

compare that to the class the horse was running before and very 

important compare the average merit rating of the race to the 

average merit rating the horse has competed against before. 

GO TO www.mytips.co.za for further information. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.mytips.co.za
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Record-smashing Tarry can take Al Sahem to historic treble 

Sean Tarry: No record too tough! 

AL Sahem and Edict Of Nantes are the two  

outstanding runners in Saturday’s Gr1 Daily News 

2000 at Greyville and racing historians will lay you 

short odds that one of the two will win. They’ve won 

the GR1 SA Derby and the Gr1 Cape Derby  

respectively and are the only two Gr1 winners in this 

year’s renewal of the race. 

 

Many punters will have their eyes on the Daily 

News/Durban July double to have a bet on either of 

the pair and here is where it gets somewhat tricky. 

 

Only three runners Dynasty, Big City Life and  

Legislate, completed the Cape Derby/Daily News/

Durban July treble in the last 30 years. Whether 

Edict Of Nantes is up to the task remains to be seen. 

 

Aside from Dynasty, Big City Life and Legislate 

completed the Daily News/Durban July double in the 

last 20 years.  Dynasty, Rabiya, Big City Life,  

Jackson and Legislate did the Cape Derby/Daily 

News double. 

 

Sean Tarry pulled off the SA Derby/Durban July 

double with Pomodoro in 2012, the only other was 

Grey’s Inn in 2004 and one can probably make a 

good argument for Wylie Hall, though he was the 

victim of one of the worst Boardroom decisions in 

SA racing history when he had the July taken away 

on objection in 2013. 

Our stats at hand don’t show a SA Derby-Daily 

News-July winner in the last 30 years, though 

Grey’s Inn (2004) and Irish Flame (2010) got fairly 

close. 

 

Tarry, however, is smashing every record known to 

South African trainers and with what looks like a 

superior animal on his hands in Al Sahem, this 

could be a very significant season for the Dubai-

bound son of Silvano. 

 

There could be a major upset, but we’re tipping Al 

Sahem to complete the treble, going on into the  

discussed second leg tomorrow. Based on what we 

believe is his way above average ability. And some 

instinct. 

YOU SHOULD BE FOLLOWING 

US ON TWITTER 
Turf Talk updates throughout the day 

@turftalk1 

BETTING WORLD’s latest 2017 Daily News 

2000 betting: (Saturday, 3 June at Greyville):  

 

18-10 Al Sahem, 28-10 Edict Of Nantes,  

11-2 Pagoda, 6-1 Zodiac Ruler, 8-1 Horizon, 12-1 

Copper Force, Africa Rising, 22 -1 and upwards 

others.  

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1

