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Tarry, De Kock dominate 

Highveld Awards 

Rafeef (Aus), three awards. 

Sean Tarry and patron Chris van Niekerk 

(right), formidable team. 

Mike de Kock, six trophies including  

Special Award, with Larry Wainstein. 

THERE have been periods over the last 30 years in which 

award winners from opposing racing stables couldn’t  

actually stand being in the same room – rivalry was so 

fierce and bitterness and jealousy so intense that awards at 

times took place with one leading stable, or the other,  

present at arranged times. 

 

Reigning champion trainer Sean Tarry and Mike de Kock, 

the older master, wholly dominated Tuesday night’s  

Highveld Awards ceremony and refreshingly paid public 

compliments to each other. 

 

Of course they have been friends for long, but in this game 

the on-track policy of never giving an inch often spills over 

to off-track life in which it can become hard to keep a  

balance between competition, camaraderie, sportsmanship 

and where to draw the line with so much money  

consistently at stake. 

 

Both have big and accomplished teams of grooms and  

assistants behind them – Sean mentioned modestly that he’s 

become the “planner” while his team carries out the hard 

work, while Mike said: “I won’t get up at 3am in the  

morning, I am a sunshine trainer!” 

 

We’ll put our heads on a block, however, that both trainers 

were at their posts at 530am this morning after leaving  

Emperors Palace at 230am – the hard work never stops, and 

they’re plucking the fruits. 

Despite the Tarry/De Kock domination, the  (to page 2) 
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HIGHVELD AWARDS 
 

 

the ceremony was well attended with trainers like 

Barend Botes, Joe Soma, Weiho Marwing and their 

connections all sharing in the festivities on an  

evening in which they had only remote chances of 

receiving awards. The racing wheel always turns, 

we know that, and chances are that next year some 

of the smaller stables will have more  

representation.  They are cogs as vital in the  

machine as the big wheels that turn it. 

 

The Racing Association laid it on properly – money 

was spent on this function with the trophies 

awarded in an awesome Nu Metro Cinema Theatre 

complete with popcorn and juice – and moving on 

to the Galleria Restaurant which wasn’t short of 

Johnny Walker Black and an award-winning 

Lanzerac Cab . 

 

Racing, with all it’s problems and the obvious need 

to keep the budgets tight,  has to splash out on  

celebrating its leaders and winners. Major  

accolades in this sport is something even its  

smallest participants aspire to, wishes enhanced by 

the chance of getting praised when you’re full of 

Beef Florentine and fine whiskey and an orchestra 

plays while you walk onto the stage.  It’s a lifestyle 

thing, and most of all a feel-good thing. 

 

There are those who’d say that the authorities are 

over-spending on lavish parties but the glitz and the 

glamour, with hints of the decadent, are as much a 

part of the fabric of racing as the horses themselves. 

 

Well done to the RA! 

 

The full list of awards on turftalk.co.za 

James Maree and Champion Work Rider  

Samuel Mosia. 

Champion apprentice Lyle Hewitson with  

Academy Master, Robert Moore. 

Mathew de Kock and Vidrik Thurling. 

GREYVILLE OFF, LATE 

Due to taxi protests, the off time for the  

racemeeting at Greyville today has been revised. 

Race 1 will be off at 14:00 and 12:15 as advertised.  

The situation is currently being monitored and fur-

ther communication will be disseminated later this 

morning. -  Gold Circle. 

Owners are required to register with CTS by no later 

than  the  10  June  2017  for  the  CTS  

MILLION DOLLAR BONUS connected to the 

CTS Million Dollar Races at Kenilworth in 2018. 

This notification must be received by CTS no later 

than 10 June 2017 and will be considered final and 

binding. Mail amanda@cthbs.com for details. 
  

IMPORTANT CTS NOTICE 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/rafeef-aus-scoops-three-at-highveld-awards/
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Brexit threatens Irish Racing 

 

 

BRIAN Kavanagh, CEO of Horse Racing Ireland, has 

stressed how much is at stake for racing after European 

Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development 

Phil Hogan's visit to London last Friday as part of  

discussions on Brexit.  

 

Representatives from HRI, the British Horseracing  

Authority, France Galop and Weatherbys met with Hogan, 

Brexit the only item on the agenda. 

 

Earlier last week, stakeholders met to discuss the chal-

lenges posed by Brexit, including representatives from 

HRI, the Turf Club, Horse Sport Ireland, the Association 

of Irish Racecourses, Northern Ireland racing, sales com-

panies, breeders, vets and trainers. 

 

Brexit poses huge concerns for racing, according to HRI, 

with 65pc of Ireland's annual foal crop exported and 80pc 

of that - around 5,000 foals and over €250m of annual  

exports - going to Britain. 

 

"The restriction of free movement of animals, secure since 

the 1970s following a tripartite agreement at Government 

level between Ireland, Britain and France, and the  

possibility of financial tariffs being imposed on exports, 

puts one of Ireland's most important rural-based industries 

at high risk," said HRI's Jonathan Mullin. 

 

“There is a feeling within the industry that racing could  

suffer like no other sport due to the unexpected exit of 

Britain from the EU, and HRI CEO Brian Kavanagh says 

"there is a huge amount at stake". 

 

"As well as any hard border west to east, a hard border 

between Ireland and Northern Ireland would be detrimen-

tal also because racing is run on an all-island basis and two 

of our racecourses are based in Northern Ireland.  

-  Irish Idependent. 

Brian Kavanagh, HRI. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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The Shetland Grand National 
 

A pair of budding stars will compete astride their small 

ponies in the Shetland Pony Grand National at the New-

market Grand Heritage Centre on June 18. Rocco Dettori, 

the son of champion jockey Frankie Dettori, and Lucy 

Aspell, daughter of Grand National winner Leighton 

Aspell, are both slated to ride around the Peter O'Sullevan 

Arena. 

 

“I can't wait to ride at the National Heritage Centre, I 

came second at the Royal Windsor international show so I 

hope I can get a win in my home town of Newmarket,” 

said the younger Dettori. “My pony Beeswax is really 

quick and now I have more experience – people say I look 

a bit like Dad.” 

 

The rules for racing in the Shetland Pony Grand National 

are simple: You have to be between 8 and 13 years old, 

and shorter than five feet. That’s it. 

 

The competing children travel with their ponies in large 

trailers all over the country, competing for the chance to 

race in front of the queen at the Royal Windsor Horse 

Show and at the Olympia in London with thousands of 

people cheering them on.  It is a lot of fun, but also seri-

ous business, as the children are learning what it takes to 

become a proper jockey in a real racing environment. And 

they raise hundreds of thousands of pounds for charity. -  

Paulick Report, NY Times. 

Frankie Dettori and son,  Rocco. 

Al Sahem is all the rage 
 

SA Derby champion and Tuesday’s dual 

Highveld Award winner Al Sahem is expected 

to start a solid favourite for the R2-million 

Daily News 2000 at Greyville on Saturday. 

 

According to Computaform, Sean Tarry’s 

charge is expected to go off at around 14-10. 

The stable won two of the four Grade 1 races 

at Scottsville last week and victory by this this 

top-class son of Silvano in this Grade 1 race 

over 2000m will see Tarry break the R30  

million stakes barrier. 

 

Tarry’s current R29,143,350 is already a 

South African record and with two months 

still to go this season who knows how high he 

can still go. 

 

The Daily News is a meeting of three-year-

olds from all over the country and also in the 

line-up is Edict Of Nantes, winner of the  

Investec Cape Derby over 2000m at  

Kenilworth on Sun Met Day in January. He is 

trained by Brett Crawford and will be ridden 

by Anton Marcus. Frankie Dettori rode him to 

victory in Cape Town. 

 

Al Sahem, however, is the highest rated runner 

and is 2kg better handicapped than his Cape 

counterpart. -  Tab News. 

A very happy Ninja Ndabezindi (left) with his champ 

Rafeef (Aus) this morning.  The big guy posed for the 

photo. Normally, he bites first!  He always needs two to 

hold him, and Darlington Rusere (right), assisted. 

(Thanks for photo o Diane de Kock). 


