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There‟s Black Type and there‟s black type 
REVIEWING THE SA STUD BOOK 

The David Allan Column 

On 25 July 2016, I published “THOROUGHBRED 

THOUGHTS”, an article you can read here. 

 

There were three headline topics: the Sales Programme

(where progress is being made: we are still working very 

hard on it with the interests of both sales companies at 

heart as well as the industry at large); the outreach of the 

sport and industry within South Africa (my proposals 

were heard but got nowhere due to politics); and the  

protection of our (crucial) Blue Book Part 1 status here in 

South Africa. The latter is today‟s topic. 

BLUE BOOK 

Recently, the SA Graded Race Committee 

announced the downgrading of a number of 

black type races in SA in response to urgings 

from the Asian Racing Committee. Thus will 

the next Blue Book reflect a helpful change. 

 

The Blue Book is a bible. Every bloodstock 

consultant has its 335 pages available on-line 

for reference when built-in knowledge fails. It 

is maintained by the International Race  

Planning Advisory Committee (IRPAC) in 

cahoots with the Society of International  

Thoroughbred Auctioneers (SITA of which 

CTS and BSA are members). 

 

South Africa is an original Part 1 member. But 

there are questions about the large number of 

black type races and their actual status. Not 

only South Africa, Dear Readers, but we are 

talking here about South Africa which, within 

Part 1, stands out. 

 

Hong Kong has only recently been promoted 

to Part 1. European breeders not so happy 

about their products being exported to Hong 

Kong are less sceptical now that Hong Kong‟s 

international Group 1s can be unqualified 

“G1”. 

 

Korea – watch the rise of the Land of the 

Morning Calm - is up to Part 2 thus joining 

amongst others India, Singapore, Zimbabwe 

and Turkey. Turkey has controversial  

Presidential leadership and is constrained (by 

disease certification issues) from exporting its 

previously imported European bloodlines. 

Hmm. But the well known International  

Topkapi Trophy carries Prize Money of nearly 

7 million rand.  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.wsb.co.za/
http://bit.ly/2aDsxFx
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London architects Grimshaw won the competition to design a new racing theme park at Yeongcheon at 

racing-emergent Korea. 

DAVID ALLAN 

 
Down in Part 3 we find amongst others Qatar and 

Saudi with plenty of money and the Czech Republic 

whose runners compete well in Germany and France. 

To quote THOROUGHBRED THOUGHTS on SA‟s 

status: “But imagine if we lost that Part 1  

cataloguing status. And five minutes later the AHS 

ban was lifted. Eesh!” 

 

In the next sentence, we remarked that USA/

Canadian black type needs watching. Most of us have 

in-built knowledge of what is and is not proper black 

type in North America, but let‟s have a look at South 

Africa v. Canada.  Each has similar total race  

numbers (3,790 v. 3,242 in 2016), albeit with a  

different range of dates for climate reasons. 

 

SA and Canada have, respectively, 5.3% and 4.9% 

black type races. Looks similar? It isn‟t.  

 

In Canada, the Blue Book shows that there were 44 

Graded races and 21 Listed. South Africa 116 and 71. 

Blimey! How come the percentages are so close?  

Because where Canada makes up the difference is in 

having 102 non-Listed black type races. South Africa 

has none of those. This means that Canada has 102 

races that can appear as Graded or Listed but only in 

a local sense. 

A leaflet was handed out at a recent EFTBA 

Meeting in Deauville stating that a colossal 

72.73% of South Africa‟s Listed races (48 out of 

66 in the year analysed) fall below the standards 

(of horse, race, purse etc) to be called Listed. It 

also stated that Canada is at 50% (on smaller  

numbers), France on 8.49% below standard with 

GB and Ireland at 0%. Of course others were  

scrutinised as well. This kind of data – to which 

IRPAC and SITA are presumably privy – is not 

helpful, however precise it may or may not be. 

 

Mash this information together and one 

must wonder if a further substantial 

downgrading of South Africa‟s lower 

(stake money) black type to “domestic” 

might actually be a very good move. 

The black type would survive in what 

is currently an almost wholly domestic 

market whilst shoring up our Part 1 

status and earning international  

plaudits. Recent downgrades are surely 

a step in the right direction. Now is the 

time to knock our SA cataloguing into 

shape. 
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DAVID ALLAN 

 

How great is black type anyway? We all strive for it. Sales  

company selectors slave over it. We all look twice in skimming the 

top end of catalogue pages if it‟s there. But we are actually sceptical 

about a lot of it as it stands – in various countries. 

 

Grade 1 Handicaps? A contradiction in terms? They are also in 

USA and Australia but that doesn‟t justify them. But again it is in 

the Listed area that we may see more clearly what I mean. 

 

When buying yearlings, it is way more important for an agent to 

know the ratings of the dam‟s produce as opposed to the bare exis-

tence of black type. Other things being equal, a sibling of three 95 

rated runners with no black type is more worthy than a sibling of a 

filly who squeaked 3rd in a Listed handicap off 78. Knowledge of 

the race programme or the family (and buying an in-depth sale 

guide) usually sorts that out, but I have seen visitors giddy about 

buying a black type filly for breeding that nobody else wanted at 

the price. Good luck to them because people at home may not know 

either but….well, I‟m sure you get the point. 

The iffy black type situation in Canada does not alter the fact that 

racing there is in great shape. Good to superb prize money and the 

legacy of Northern Dancer (CAN) and Nijinsky (CAN). Although 

the best example for worrying less about ordinary black type is  

Japan. 

 

Where SA and Canada have their 5-ish percent black type races as 

above, with GB 4.6%, France 5.3% and so on, Japan has 1.4%. 

There, some of the best racehorses in the world are bred as a result 

of an enlightened subsidy of overseas mares, the success of Sunday 

Silence, Deep Impact and others plus strong public support as fans, 

punters and syndicate members i.e. outreach. 

 

At CTS Emperors Select yearlings, a racy colt made a paltry 

R75,000 (with due respect to the shrewd buyer). Heaven knows 

why. He is a half brother to winners and a bit of black type and his 

fairly well known Gone West 2nd dam made US$1 million to go to 

Japan where her children and grandchildren have won nearly 18 

million rand equivalent. But zero black type due to that 1.4% fig-

ure. 

 

Sometimes we need to look beyond black type, and to pay its lesser 

forms less respect. -  tt. 

Canadian Racing’s Hall Of Fame. Iffy black-type, great racing. CLASSIFIEDS: FROM 30 PER DAY 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/adverts/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/adverts/
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John Koster (left), Derek Brugman and Dennis Drier in the winner’s circle with Sand and Sea (Anton Marcus). 

KLAWERVLEI Stud‟s well performed young sire 

Twice Over has made an exceptional start to his stud 

career and he was represented by a first crop Gr1 

winner when his son Sand And Sea landed the Tsogo 

Sun Gold Medallion over 1200m at Scottsville on 

Saturday. 

 

A R1-million buy from last year‟s Cape Premier 

Yearling Sale, Sand And Sea (Anton Marcus)  

provided trainer Dennis Drier with a remarkable  

seventh win in the Gold Medallion by accounting for 

some of South Africa‟s most promising two-year-olds 

in emphatic fashion in the R750 000 contest. 

 

Sand And Sea, now unbeaten in two outings and a 

likely nominee for the title of Equus Champion 2YO 

Colt. He is owned by Bernard Kantor, Jack Mitchell, 

Marsh Shirtliff and Mayfair Speculators. 

Sand and Sea races in the yellow and black silks of 

Bernard Kantor, because the Investec founder was 

the one who‟d clinched the deal on Twice Over 

five-odd years ago. John Koster of Klawervlei 

tells: “Bernard saw an opportunity. While Twice 

Over had won four Gr1‟s himself, he raced in the 

era of and in the shadow of Frankel. Juddmonte 

had a stable ready for Twice Over to retire along-

side Frankel, but Bernard contacted them and  

secured the stallion for Klawervlei. 

 

“It was amazing timing and I think at the time the 

deal had a lot to do with Investec‟s massive  

support of British racing. Now, we have all reaped 

the benefit and we are delighted. To have a Gr1 

winning sprinter in his first crop spells promise for 

Twice Over, whose progeny are expected to excel 

from a mile up to 2000m.”  (to page 8) 

Kantor‟s „amazing timing‟ clinched the deal on Twice Over  

https://tellytrack.com/


5 

http://www.tba.co.za/


6 

A good bye kiss to champion mare Carry On 

Alice from breeder John Koster. 

The Captain Al sprinters 
 

THE progeny of Klawervlei‟s leading sire Cap-

tain Al have built up a superb record at  

Scottsville‟s big race day. Sons and daughters of 

the champion sire have won each of the four G1 

races on at least one occasion, and Captain Al 

once again enjoyed notable success at  

Scottsville‟s Festival of Grade 1 sprints this past  

weekend. 

 

The Klawervlei bred superstar Carry On Alice, a 

daughter of Captain Al, bid farewell to racing 

when landing the fifth G1 race of her career, 

downing a star-studded field of fillies and mares 

in Saturday‟s G1 SA Fillies Sprint. 

 

Carry On Alice beat fellow Captain Al fillies The 

Secret Is Out and Jo‟s Bond to give Captain Al a 

1-3-4 finish in the 2017 G1 SA Fillies Sprint. 

(Remarkably, the first four home in this year‟s 

SA Fillies Sprint were all bred at Klawervlei!) 

 

Captain Al also went close in Saturday‟s G1 

Tsogo Sun Sprint, where his sons Search Party 

and Barbosa finished second and third.  

 

Captain Al, damsire of previous G1 Gold Medal-

lion winner Potent Power, is also broodmare sire 

of 2017 G1 Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion third Al 

Mariachi. -  tt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GENIE SAYS: 

“Ït takes a genie to find an outsider” 
 

How to find an outsider # tip 2: 
One of the most important factors you need to look at is 

the quality of the field, in the top left hand corner  

Computaform shows the class of the race and the average 

Merit rating of the runners, compare that to the class the 

horse was running before and very important compare the 

average merit rating of the race to the average merit rating 

the horse has competed against before. 

 
Some of the Outsiders we tipped you this weekend:  
 26

th
 May Fairview, Race 8, #10, 2

nd
 Baylisiana

   
 R5.20 a 

place./  

 27
th
 May Kenilworth, Race 4, #12 Wildlife Safari 33/1  

 (Was our outright winning selection) 

Also tipped the exacta R341! 

27
TH

 May Scottsville Race 5 #1Brave Mary 30/1   

28
th
 May Turffontein Race4, #5 Wellspring 3

rd
 R11.30 a 

place 

28
th
 May Turffomtein Race 5 # 4 effortless Reward 14/1 

24
th
 May Greypoly, Race 10, #11, Notacademicatall, 33/1, 

3
rd
, R6.40 a place.   

Please note this is just some of our tips that won or placed, 

there are many other selections that won or were placed. 

 

For just R600 per month, about R10 per meeting, you can 

also receive all our outsider tips and win big. 

Subscribe online on our website www.mytips.co.za 

>pricing.  Or email us @ info@mytips.co.za 

You can use our selections in any play you do i.e, Bipot, 

P6, trifecta’s Quartets etc, because if our selections arrive 

the payout will be big. 

 

Competition: 
Win a betting voucher worth R250*  

Voucher is sponsored by World Sports Betting; 

www.wsb.co.za   

Just answer the following question: 

Which filly won the Alan Robertson Championship Satur-

day 27 May 2017. Enter your answer @www.mytips.co.za 

Competition Deadline 1st June 2017. 
*T&c apply* The winner will be announced in this column. *The 

judge‟s decision is final. 

Advertisement:  TURF TALK CARRIES ADVERTS FOR 

SERVICES. WE DO NOT ENDORSE TIPSTERS.  CLIENTS SUBSCRIBE 

AT OWN RISK. WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOSSES INCURRED. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/cowboys-and-everyone-else-shed-a-tear-for-alice/
http://www.mytips.co.za
mailto:info@mytips.co.zaur
http://www.wsb.co.za
http://www.mytips.co.za
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Bull Valley romps home 

BLOODSTOCK South Africa graduate Bull Valley 

showed his class when accounting for 15 of South 

Africa‟s top sprinters in the G1 Tsogo Sun Sprint at 

Scottsville on Saturday.  

 

One of two G1 winners on the day for champion 

trainer Sean Tarry, Bull Valley picked up the first 

G1 win of his career when landing Saturday‟s R1-

million sprint by one and a half lengths, going away. 

 

He was steered to victory by champion jockey 

S‟Manga Khumalo, who earlier in the day had ridden 

the great racemare Carry On Alice to lift the spoils in 

the G1 SA Fillies Sprint. Tucked four lengths off the 

leaders early on, Bull Valley defied his 15 draw to 

score an emphatic win in one of South Africa‟s top 

sprints. 

 

Asked for his effort with 500m left to run, the  

Ambiance Stud bred Bull Valley showed a breath-

taking turn of foot to tear into the lead. From there, 

the gelding went on to post a one and a half length 

win over former Merchants  winner Search Party, 

with Barbosa filling the third sport, just ahead of for-

mer G1 Betting World Cape Flying Championship 

winner Gulf Storm. 

 
Owned by PCS (Pty) Ltd and Messrs Blank, Nassif, 

Nichas and Sarkis, Bull Valley was a R180 000  

purchase from the 2014 National Yearling Sale,  

selected by former trainer Dominic Zaki. 

 

South Africa‟s latest equine millionaire, Bull Val-

ley‟s win on Saturday pushed his tally to five victo-

ries from just nine outings, with his previous wins 

including a score in the 2016 G3 Man O‟War Sprint. 

 

He is the second G1 winner for Bush Hill Stud‟s 

resident sire Toreador, whose other notable offspring 

include Equus Champion Link Man and the now 

Irish based Misty Birnam. -  tt. 

 
Aldo needed six fingers! 

HE would need six fingers, later! 

 

Aldo Domeyer gives a one-finger salute (a good 

one) to photographer Wayne Marks after landing 

his second of six winners at Kenilworth on  

Saturday. 

The 30-year-old‟s wins included a Listed feature 

double for Candice Bass-Robinson on Magical 

Wonderland (Kenilworth Fillies Nursery) and 

Dutch Philip (Cape Of Good Hope Nursery). 

 

It was reported that Domeyer had commenced  

biokinetic treatment in a bid to cure his ongoing 

back problems last week but that he „would be rid-

ing through the pain‟ as medical opinion had as-

sured him that there was no permanent damage 

being done. 

 

Domeyer has moved up four positions to 12 on the 

National Log with a seasonal tally of 82 winners. 

RACEHORSE OWNER FOR A DAY! 

GREEN Street Bloodstock is making it possible 

for you to be an owner with full privileges for a 

day – and you may even lead in a winner! GSB 

Owner For A Day will run in a competition” for-

mat whereby they announce a particular horse that 

has a share up for grabs on a certain race day. The 

first horse picked is Barbarella Nights, running 

on Wednesday at Greyville. Justin Vermaak ex-

plained: “The winner will get a 10 pc share in the 

horse free, be able to come to races with myself 

and the Green Street team, be entitled to his share 

of the stakes less a small commission, entrance to 

the ring etc.” Barbarella Nights will be ridden by 

GSB jockey Bernard Faydherbe, has a winning 

chance. Please enter by emailing your details to 

justin@greenstreetbloodstock.co.za and the ran-

dom draw will be done on Monday night. - tt. 



8 

THREE weeks ago Magical Wonderland and Dutch Philip won the Listed Perfect Promise Sprint and 

Somerset 1200 respectively for trainer Candice Bass-Robinson, jockey Aldo Domeyer and the owners’ 

partnership of Mayfair Speculators, Marsh Shirtliff and Bryn Ressell - both runners sired by What A 

Winter. The Cape’s hottest team repeated the feat with the same two-year-olds on Saturday, winning the 

Listed Kenilworth Fillies Nursery and the Gr3 Cape Of Good Hope States. Posing for a photo with the 

RA Girls after the Fillies Nursery is Mark Bass (back, left), Wayne Mealing, Aldo Domeyer, Carol Bass 

and Bryn Ressell. 

Minding injured, out for a month 

 

AIDAN O'Brien hopes to have Minding back for an 

autumn campaign after a training setback has de-

railed the brilliant filly from a number of targets. 

The daughter of Galileo would have been a hot  

favourite to win an eighth Group One in the  

Tattersalls Gold Cup at the Curragh on Sunday, but 

plans are now on hold. 

Minding will also miss Royal Ascot, where she holds 

entries in the Queen Anne Stakes and the Prince of 

Wales's Stakes. 

O'Brien said: "Minding will hopefully be back for 

the autumn. She has to have a month's box rest and 

go from there." - Irish Times. 

KANTOR: TWICE OVER (cont fm p 4…) 
 

Twice Over is the covering sire on five lots at the 

upcoming CTS Mares, Weanlings & Fillies For 

Stud Select Sale, and also has a weanling colt on 

that sale from the famed E family (Lot111). 

 

He also has 16 lots on next month‟s Klawervlei 

Farm Sale, including a colt (bred on a similar 

cross to Sand And Sea) out of a stakes placed  

winner of four (Lot 18). 

A lesson in the Queen‟s English 

IN reference to whining fellow trainers, the UK‟s 

Jamie Osborne tweeted this jewel yesterday: “I 

have come to the conclusion that the collective 

noun for a group of trainers should be a  

„complaint of trainers.‟ In photo: Richard Han-

non (left), Sylvester Kirk, Richard Hughes. - tt. 


