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WE GET ALL CHIRPY ON TWITTER. SO  

PARDON THE PUN AND JOIN US @turftalk1. 

Skilled Candice Dawson makes her presence felt 

Candice Dawson with Vaal winner, Wild Brier. 

CANDICE Dawson saddled her 14th winner for the 

2016/17 season when the Ralphs family‘s well-

supported Wild Brier stayed on to win the Racing  

Association MR80 handicap over 1700m at the Vaal 

Thursday under Anthony Delpech. Stablemate  

Dawnbreaker ran out of steam late, finishing  

unplaced but beaten only 2.5-lengths. 

 

Four-year-old Wild Brier is one of the best-bred 

horses in training. He‘s a son of Ideal World and Gr1 

winner Dog Rose and was raised at Mauritzfontein 

Stud. Lightly-raced and on the upgrade, he‘s the 

type of horse that could win a minor feature race 

soon, evident in his narrow defeat by Durban July-

fancied Elusive Silva recently – perhaps the main 

reason for the confidence in him yesterday. 

 

Candice told Turf Talk this morning: ―We  

expected Wild Brier to win easier than he did, but 

most of our other runners performed below par 

yesterday, it was one of those days.  

Dawbreaker needed a backhander late to keep him 

focused, but his jockey lost his whip in the race.‖ 

 

Candice and business partner Kathryn Ralphs 

have just 37 horses in training for CandyKat (CK) 

Racing, double the number they started with just a 

f e w  m o n t h s  a g o  a n d  C a n d i c e  

commented: ―Most of our string are unraced ba-

bies but the stable is growing, we have a number 

of new owners on board including Vaughan and 

Vanessa Harrison, Vicky Rahee Grant Knowles 

and Rod Mattheyse.  Also Lindsay (Ralphs) has a 

horse here in partnership with Markus Jooste 

which is great.‖ 

 

Candice plied her tried with Geoff Woodruff and, 

like Johan Janse Van Vuuren, another of his 

prodigies, her winning strike rate is  

consistently high, her runners look the part and 

she gets them ready for earmarked races. 

 

―Yes, we come from the Woodruff School of  

Racing at which a lot of skills were acquired,‖ 

Candice quipped. She knows how to train horses 

and she‘s refreshingly open while Kathryn is ac-

tive on social media, similarly obsessed with 

horses and racing and an asset to their operation in 

many other respects. CK Racing is  

undoubtedly a yard for punters to follow. -  tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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O’Brien hints that Churchill may skip Investec Derby 

AIDAN O‘Brien‘s boom three-year-old colt Churchill is 

looking an improbable runner for The Gr1 Investec 

Derby on 3 June. He was a 4-1 chance until Aidan 

O'Brien expressed doubts he would run last night.  

 

"There is a good chance Churchill will run in the  

Tattersalls Irish 2,000 Guineas," O'Brien said, "though 

nothing is set in stone." 

 

Permian won the Betfred Dante Stakes at York earlier 

on Thursday, boosting the form claims for Epsom of 

Cracksman, who beat Permian narrowly in an Epsom 

trial when last seen. Cracksman did not participate yes-

terday due to the ground - but that did not stop some 

bookmakers making the Frankel-bred favourite the new 

favourite for the Derby. Permian will be supplemented 

for the Derby by trainer Mark Johnstone. 

 

And it now that it appears that Churchill will not be  

going to Epsom, the task looks easier for Cracksman, 

who has been priced-up generally at 4-1, with Cliffs Of 

Moher at 9-2 and Churchill at 6-1 on some boards.  

Permian has entered the fray at 16-1. -  tt. 

Churchill may go for Irish 2000 Guineas. 

US star turf mare Tepin is in foal to Curlin for a 

2018 baby. With only a narrow window of  

opportunity when the mare came into heat the 

end of April — owner Bob Masterson stated that 

he would not have attempted a breeding any 

later — plans were rapidly made and Tepin 

headed to Hill ‗n‘ Dale for a date with Curlin, a 

Breeders‘ Cup champion in his own right. 

 

Fortunately, luck was on this pair‘s side, and 

Tepin was in foal on a single cover. She will 

stay at Hill ‗n‘ Dale for the foreseeable future. 

The mare was checked on Monday and  

rechecked on Wednesday to confirm that she is 

in foal. 

Tepin retired with 13 wins on two continents 

and two Eclipse Awards, earning over $4  

million. Curlin earned over $10-mil and until 

2016 was the highest-earning runner in the US; 

he won such races as the Breeders‘ Cup Classic 

and the Dubai World Cup. - Horsenation. 

Tepin, post conception, craving a grassy snack. 

Tepin in foal to Curlin 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Trainer Shannon Hope: “No worries mate. Don’t shoot!” 

AUSTRALIAN trainers Mark Thomas and Shannon Hope 

have been charged under AR 175(q) for 'Behaviour which 

constitutes improper conduct' following two incidents at 

Seymour. 

Hope was charged for engaging in an argument with  

Thomas while he watched trackwork from the Seymour 

grandstand on February 6 and then striking Thomas in the 

face. 

Thomas was charged under the same rule after confronting 

Hope at the Seymour stables he shares with his father Lee 

last October while Thomas was allegedly in possession of a 

firearm. Both trainers will appear before the Racing and 

Disciplinary Board at a date to be fixed. -  Racenet. 

 Men behaving badly 

Smiles, but so sad still! 

BRAVE Freddy Tylicki, paralysed from the waist down in 

a crashing fall at Kempton last year, attended the York 

meeting yesterday and shared thoughts and smiles with old 

friends and acquaintances, including Godolphin’s head 

trainer, Saeed bin Suroor. (Press Association). 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

