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Riley’s got big plans for 

Heversham Park Farm 

WE heard last week that Advocate Nigel Riley, the 

former trainer, was working like a demon on his 

Heversham Park Farm in Gauteng’s Deep South. At 

the weekend we took a drive out Walkerville way to 

what turned out to be a 350-acre jewel of a property 

on the Rand Vaal road. 

 

It’s a real pretty area this, just outside of the city  

limits and unspoilt with a countryside feel including 

well-developed plots, small farms and country  

markets, reminiscent of the horsey areas in the  

Western Cape. 

 

Affluent Joburgers call this pristine and as yet  

unspoilt area the “New Kyalami” due to the various 

stable complexes visible from the adjacent roads.  It 

is evident that some former residents of Kyalami and 

northern Johannesburg have set up homes here.  

Some of them have built massive mansions along the 

hills and the area has a typical Kyalami look, without 

the Highway Queens and traffic light robbers. 

 

As for Riley – he is building extra stables on this  

already well-developed farm that formerly belonged 

to leading owner Fred Crabbia. He lives in the Manor 

House on the tree-lined property that overlooks a hill, 

large paddocks and a dam.  

Riley served us a mean breakfast, but Heversham 

Park is not a guest house, though it can quite  

easily serve as a luxury breakaway facility. 

 

Riley and his associates have massive plans for 

Heversham Park as a stud farm, with further  

significant developments to follow. There are  

already 25 mares in the paddocks and two  

stallions are on their way. 

 

Riley’s overseas interests include mares stabled in 

Ireland and one of them is Northern Mischief, the 

dam of North America (GB), the runaway winner 

of the 2017 Gr3 Firebreak Stakes at Meydan. -  tt. 

 

HE is not in the limelight at present, but he will be 

back to delight racing fans all over the world a bit 

later this year. A plaque for world champion  

Arrogate was unveiled on the Dubai Wall Of  

Champions at Meydan this week. 

There is really only one… 

WE GET ALL CHIRPY ON TWITTER. SO  

PARDON THE PUN AND JOIN US @turftalk1. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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HIGH-flying Highveld trainer Geoff Woodruff has 

two runners in Friday night’s Betting World 1900 on 

the Greyville turf, the geldings Master Switch and Go 

Deputy. 

  

Unlike the KZN-based horses, whose programs have 

been affected by the heavy rains over the last week, 

they have not missed any work as they have been  

prepared for the race at Randjesfontein. However, 

Woodruff admitted to being concerned by their wide 

draws and the going conditions on the rain affected 

track. 

  

On the latter point the pair were not bothered by the 

“very soft” conditions in their last start in a Pinnacle 

Stakes event over 1800m on Turffontein Standside. 

Master Switch appeared to have that race in the bag 

after quickening well from the back of the field. 

However, owner Pieter Graaff’s Go Direct then came 

flying out of the pack to nab him on the line. 

  

Woodruff said about Go Direct, “He is just a lovely 

little horse who is very honest. I told Marco (Van 

Rensburg) to wait with him for as long as possible. 

He was never out of his ground.” 

 

At first sight it appeared Go Direct had needed every 

inch of the long Turffontein straight, but bearing 

Woodruff’s clarifying comment in mind he should 

have no problem with the short Greyville straight. 

 

However, Woodruff admitted he would need luck in 

running from draw 13. He is only 1kg worse off with 

Master Switch for the neck beating and has clearly 

come into his own in the typical fashion of a Go  

Deputy four-year-old. Van Rensburg retains the ride. 

Woodruff said Go Direct had not been a Vodacom 

Durban July consideration before that last win, but 

were he to win tomorrow night he would be  

supplemented for the big race. 

  

Woodruff confirmed Master Switch had improved 

in the last 12 months. The pair were being trans-

ported down to KZN on Wednesday. Woodruff has 

boxes at Summerveld for the Champions Season, 

but will raid for his campaigners’ first runs and 

then keep them at Summerveld from then onwards. 

  

Master Switch is the 1900 second favourite at 7/2 

with the sponsor and Go Direct is at 16/1. Master 

Switch was in 20th place on the first July log, so 

will need a big run to book his place. He is  

currently a 35/1 shot for the July. 

  

Woodruff has just come off another big race win 

on the Highveld, landing the R4 million Premier’s 

Champions Challenge with Deo Juvente, who 

started the race at 25/1 and upset the Equus Horse 

Of The Year Legal Eagle. - Gold Circle. 

Master Switch (left) and Go Direct: formidable pair. 

Woodruff’s pair should go well despite deep draws 

https://tellytrack.com/
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All in the family at NSW meet 

IN what is a first in Australian racing history, a father, son 

and daughter will be riding on the same program at Port 

Macquarie Race Club in New South Wales, Australia this 

Sunday. 

 

Prominent northern NSW jockey Peter Graham will line up 

with his son Jesse and daughter Cejay, who is having her 

first career ride. 18-year-old Cejay has two rides on the 

day, both for Port Macquarie trainer John Sprague. Jesse, 

21, who is also indentured to John Sprague, has two rides 

while Peter has three mounts including one in the second 

with Cejay. It will be a hometown event for the Grahams 

who grew up in Port Macquarie. -  Racing NSW. 

Jesse, Cejay and Peter Graham. 

AUSTRALIAN wonder mare Winx  (photo) has been paid 

the ultimate tribute — elevation into the sport’s Hall Of 

Fame while still active. A winner of her past 16 starts and 

bidding for a third successive Cox Plate in October, Winx 

is among 11 inductees to be honoured this Friday.  Winx 

and fellow champions Archer, Light Fingers and Saintly 

will be feted along with the Melbourne Cup’s most  

successful owner Lloyd Williams. Winx is only the third 

horse to be inducted into the racing hall of fame while still 

active behind Black Caviar and Sunline.– tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/

