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Losing owner blames Dubai authorities for 

modifying weather at World Cup 

IF you enjoy conspiracy theories, here’s an interesting 

story from late last week you may have missed in the 

UK Media. 

 

Racehorse owner Paul Jacobs, who counts Gr1  

winning sprinter Limato in his string, has suggested 

that authorities in Dubai modified the weather to cause 

rain in Dubai World Cup week. The Henry Candy-

trained Limato, racing in the Al Quoz Sprint at Mey-

dan, pulled muscles, finished 10th of 12 and returned 

very sore on ground officially described as "yielding". 

 

Jacobs has fired jockey Harry Bentley, but blamed the 

Emirati state's manipulation of the weather for produc-

ing unsuitable underfoot conditions. The irate owner 

said: "We had a lot of rain that week, including a del-

uge of almost Biblical proportions, and if we had not 

put a lot of time, effort and money into getting Limato 

there he wouldn't have run. They were watering until 

the Thursday, I could see from my hotel. I believe  

human intervention pushed conditions over the edge." 

Limato is a confirmed top of the ground horse 

and Jacobs regrets sending him to Dubai. He said: 

"He would never have gone if I had known then 

what I know now. I always assumed that nobody 

has any control over the weather, but in Dubai I 

discovered after the event that they go in for 

cloud seeding to produce the rain they desperately 

need. I'm told that this was carried out in  

February, and then again in World Cup week, 

which personally I find extraordinary. 

 

Cloud Seeding is the dropping of crystals into 

clouds to cause rain.  It is a form of weather 

modification, a way of changing the amount or 

type of precipitation that falls from clouds. 

 

Limato was in perfect order before the race,  

according to Jacobs, but conditions were too 

much for him in what the owner has termed, “The 

Dubai Debacle”. He said: "Limato was pulled 

around in those gluey conditions, and the flight 

back shortly afterwards compounded the issues. 

He was not in good shape on his return, to put it 

mildly, but we are gradually rebuilding him." 

 

Jacobs is keen to move on and said: "Every 

jockey has their own individual style, and horses 

are intelligent animals. I felt that if Harry Bentley 

were to get on Limato again it might trigger a 

reminder of what happened three months earlier 

and then we would have a serious problem on our 

hands. That's my personal feeling, and Henry 

Candy  is happy to go along with it." 

 

Bentley said: “I’m not going to lie, it’s a massive 

setback for me and I’m incredibly disappointed to 

have lost that ride. I’ve had some amazing days 

with him, so I’m very, very grateful for those. 

He put me out there!” —Extracts from The 

Sun, Racing Post. 

Limato (Harry Bentley), with owner Paul Jacobs (left). 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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IT’s on the cards, or in this instance, it’s in the entry 

lists for the four Grade 1 races on Tsogo Sun Sprint 

day at Scottsville on May 27 that this meeting could 

host one of the most talented and competitive  

gatherings of speed horses ever seen in the country. 

  

With Scottsville in Pietermartizburg having become 

known as the Mecca of sprint racing in Africa  

featuring four Grade 1 sprint events over 1 200m on 

the same card and making up the four legs of the  

Jackpot, every one of the four special events have 

drawn entries loaded with talent. 

  

The races are the R1-million Tsogo Sun Sprint, the 

R750 000 South African Fillies Sprint, the R750 000 

Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion and the R750 000 Allan 

Robertson Championship and with such talent on show 

things are likely to be very hot on the challenging 1 

200m track. 

  

Top sprinters like Trip To Heaven, Talktothestars,  

Purple Tractor, Always In Charge, Attenborough,  

Barbosa, Lord Balmoral and Moofeed are among the 

32 entries for the Tsogo Sun Sprint. 

There are many other talented nominees that 

could make this a highly contested race where 

any one of the final entries could win. 

 

The first four past the post in the Strelitzia,  

Neptune’s Rain, Made In Hollywood, Gold Im-

age and Princess Peach, could renew their battle 

in the Allan Robertson Championship and match 

their talents with the Pretty Polly Stakes and 

Gauteng Fillies Nursery winner Princess Peach 

and the Tony Ruffel Stakes winner Daring Diva. 

  

Overall, the number of talented sprinters entered 

for this famous meeting is awesome and  

extremely exciting. 

 

The grand dame of sprinting fillies, Carry On 

Alice, is likely to take her place in the final field 

for the South African Fillies Sprint along with 

The Secret Is Out, Green Pepper, Vision To Kill, 

Live Life, Exquisite Touch, Real Princess, Joan 

Ranger and Jo’s Bond with the star fillies and 

mares Bele-Bela, Just Sensual, Dawn Calling and 

Sail using the race as part of their season prepa-

ration programme but talented enough to make 

their presence felt. 

  

The two-year-old contests are packed with  

potential future champions with runners like  

Woljayrine, Sir Frenchie and Varallo, the first 

three past the post in the Godolphin Barb Stakes 

matching strides in the Tsogo Sun Gold Medal-

lion with Australian import Naafer that was  

runner up to the sensational Mustaaqeem in the 

Gauteng Nursery and Sentinel Stakes winner 

Arianos Bagofgold. - Gold Circle. 

Good entries received for Scottsville Sprint Festival 

Trip To Heaven, in search of Gr1 success. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Twice Over relative wins Gr3  

KLAWERVLEI’s promising young sire Twice Over, 

whose offspring have made such a big impression this year 

both on the track and in the sales ring, had yet another  

update to his impeccable female line last weekend. 

 

His close relative American Anthem picked up the first 

graded win of his career when successful in the G3 Lazaro 

Barrera Stakes over 1400m at Santa Anita, Saturday. The 

Bodemeister colt, who was dropping back in trip, let a trio 

of frontrunners gun for the lead before circling four-wide 

on the turn to take the lead. 

 

From there, it was a matter of how far, with American  

Anthem going on to post a 1.75 length win over Kimbear, 

with another 4.75 lengths back to third place finisher  

Aristocractic.  The Bob Baffert trained colt had previously 

finished second to G1 winner Gormley in the G3 Sham 

Stakes. 

 

American Anthem, who had won first time out over 

1200m, is descended from Lost Virtue –the third dam of £2 

million plus earner Twice Over. This is also the family of 

recent debut winner Time Chaser and the latter’s G1 win-

ning dam Passage Of Time. 

 

Twice Over, currently one of South Africa’s leading first 

crop sires, has made an eye catching start with his first run-

ners this season including the impressive debut winner 

Sand And Sea. -  tt. 

American Anthem. 

Owners are required to register with CTS by no later than 

t h e  1 0  J u n e  2 0 1 7  f o r  t h e  C T S  

MILLION DOLLAR BONUS connected to the CTS Mil-

lion Dollar Races at Kenilworth in 2018. This notification 

must be received by CTS no later than 10 June 2017 and 

will be considered final and binding. Mail 

amanda@cthbs.com for details. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM CTS 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/

