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Members of the Onamission Syndicate with their first horse, Puget Sound. 

Innovative syndication is racing’s lifeblood 
TURF TALK editor Charl Pretorius remembers 

the days when racehorse ownership was really 

hard, but people queued up for individual owner-

ship privileges. With today’s relaxed rules and a 

variety of affordable ownership options presented 

by the game’s progressive  ‘young guns’, new  

owners could be standing in line again, soon. 

 

IN the old days, before individual racing colours 

were granted, prospective new racehorse owners 

were required to attend a full meeting of the old SA 

Jockey Club Board at Turffontein. It was a sweaty 

experience for youngsters, intimidating and nasty. 

Some gave up before getting there. There was a 

waiting list, and the board of „wise men‟ only  

convened once or twice a month. 

 

The Chairman and a variety of other toffee-nosed 

snobs, the Club‟s lawyers and even the Jockey 

Club‟s Chief Investigative Officer sat in a circle in a 

large boardroom.  

 

Each was handed a certified report of the applicant‟s 

financial records, down to the latest bank accounts. 

 

You had to dress the part, expect a full investigation 

into your personal affairs and stomach the haughty 

accents of men who fancied themselves a whole lot 

better than others. One, I recall, wore a bowtie and 

looked as if his Armani underpants were a size too 

small. I quietly plotted to steal the wheel caps off 

his Merc if ever presented with a chance. 

 

They would ask you questions, in turn, some trying 

to impress the others with wisecracks about money 

management; others condescending to nastiness. 

 

In my own interview, somewhere around January 

1989, I remember the late Dirk Blignaut, then 

Jockey Club Investigator and actually a very nice, 

down-to-earth man, sitting next to me and  

whispering under his breath, “Relax, they have to do 

this. Don‟t worry.” 

 

And then, after all that, I was granted colours with 

the provision that I could own up to 50%  (to p 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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of one horse and that my behaviour would be moni-

tored. Open colours would be extended when my 

financial situation allowed it, and upon the review 

of another application. 

 

That was a good enough start and I soon had 50% 

of a filly running – sadly she defined the slang 

term, soupmeat, and finished last a few times, but I 

loved her all the same and the pride and fun she 

brought every time she went to the racetrack was 

unequalled. I went on, over the next 25 odd years, 

to enjoy near 50 wins and perhaps 70 places in  

partnership, every new winner leaving a feeling as 

good as the previous, or better. 

 

Where am I going with all of this? Well, there is a 

case to be made and indeed there have been calls in 

some quarters for a return to the old system of strict 

control and the elimination of „non-paying‟ owners 

who are crippling trainers.  Tightened control has 

its merits. But in modern, competitive times where 

different forms of entertainment are vying for every 

rand this may diminish, rather than grow, the  

already depleted owners‟ ranks. 

 

There are no more lengthy applications. You can 

get your name in the race card in case of a limited 

number of owners, or race in a syndicate. Nobody 

will look at your bank statements. And things will 

only get nasty if you‟re considered to have brought 

the game into disrepute. 

 

In the last few years – the last six months espe-

cially, we‟ve seen determined and persistent efforts 

by trainers and up-and-coming bloodstock agents to 

bring new owners into the game by packaging the 

experience in an affordable way and making com-

munication with respective stables easier. It seems 

to be working, and this is most encouraging to see.  

 

Quite interesting is the large number of young  

professionals expressing an interest in racing, how 

little they know about the sport to start with and 

how most of them are actually drawn in because 

they love the animal, the magnificent horse. 

There is a beautiful, natural way in which our noble 

thoroughbreds always appeal to the young. 

 

Somewhere, between 1990 and maybe 2008, we lost 

an entire generation of racing lovers, but a  

proportion of them are coming back due to efforts 

by the likes of Green Street Bloodstock, Imagine 

Racing and young trainers like Mathew de Kock 

going all out to attract new owners. 

 

Justin Vermaak‟s Green Street Bloodstock has a 

variety of entry options. He is active at most of the 

sales, has expanded to Singapore and recently 

started partnering small GSB owners with larger,  

established to buy runners of super quality. 

 

Sandy Wilson and Catherine Hartley of Imagine 

Racing aim at a cross-section including women and 

people of colour and Catherine said: “We started 

seven years ago, we try to make noise in reaching 

people. We have young guys and women involved, 

in fact Colleen Naicker joined us right at the start 

and is still with us. Some fall off, some stay on 

board long-term. There are options for everyone.” 

 

Mathew de Kock, with the help of Easy Equities 

CEO Charles Savage, has devised a 1% buy-in sys-

tem, whereby new owners get a small share of 

horses for a small investment, with training costs, 

etc., thrown in. Right now, Mat has two yearlings 

available to follow on the success of Puget Sound, 

the first horse syndicated with a large number of 

mini-shares. More here. 

 

Klawervlei‟s Grant Knowles has been very  

successful with his „Tractor‟ Syndicates and others, 

and he‟s assisting Turf Talk with our first syndicate 

to be launched this week. More here. 

 

Wherever you lay your hat, it‟s important for all of 

us who love racing to continue promoting it with 

innovative ways of feeding ownership, the lifeblood 

of the sport. In the bygone years referred to, the 

closest you‟d get to a trainer would be if he gave 

you a fat „klap‟ for asking for a tip on course. 

Nowadays all of them welcome new participation, 

and all will help you to get started. -  tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://greenstreetbloodstock.co.za/
http://www.imagineracing.co.za/
http://www.imagineracing.co.za/
http://www.easyequities.co.za
http://mikedekockracing.com/wp/index.php/2017/05/two-more-for-syndication/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/join-the-turf-talk-racing-syndicate/
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RETIRED training legend Peter Kannemeyer (right), seen 

here at the National Yearling Sale in 1979 with owner Ben 

Braam, has always cautioned young trainers to stay away 

from betting. He said in a 2009 interview: “Betting puts a 

trainer under pressure and he starts making mistakes. 

From then on it‟s a downward spiral that can destroy  

careers, indeed has already destroyed many careers.” He 

advised investing in property and told how Ben Braam had 

set him on the road to prosperity. “Ben knew an  

auctioneer who saw me at a vacant property one day. He 

phoned and said: „That‟s a great investment for you‟, and 

borrowed me R28,000 to buy it, without being asked!” - tt. 

PK’s investment advice 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/

