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SA breeder buys Abdullah’s Juddmonte Farms 

A leading South African breeder who wants to 

branch out to Britain has bought the original  

Juddmonte Farms in Berkshire, UK, from Prince 

Khalid Abdullah. Abullah has sold a second farm in 

the USA to Coolmore Stud. The two farms comprise 

nearly 1,500 acres and have been sold as part of a 

long-term plan to consolidate Abdullah’s bloodstock 

holdings. 

 

Racing Post reports that the 890-acre pasture at  

Wargrave, UK, is the much the more significant of  

Abdullah’s disposals – though confidentiality clauses 

are protecting the buyer’s identity at this stage. 

 

Abdullah established his breeding venture,  

Juddmonte Farms, on the property, bought in 1982. 

The Farm fostered his early enthusiasm to breed 

thoroughbreds. The second property, known as Farm 

Three, is a 570-acre tract of land in Kentucky that 

has been bought by Coolmore. 

 

The stud at Wargrave has been gradually phased out 

of its once-pivotal axis as Abdullah orientated his 

breeding programme around Banstead Manor Stud, 

near Newmarket, where Juddmonte British-based 

stallions – among them Frankel, Dansili and Oasis 

Dream – are stationed.  

The 25-strong broodmare contingent based at War-

grave has been integrated with the rest of the herd 

in Britain and Ireland, which now numbers 125. 

Of the review instigated by Abdullah, Juddmonte’s 

CEO Douglas Erskine Crum said the motive was to 

enhance the prince’s enjoyment of the sport. ―Our 

priority now is to ensure that we have the right 

strategy in place to sustain the long-term future and 

quality of Juddmonte’s bloodstock,‖ he said. 

 

Abdullah’s present superstar Arrogate is expected 

to stand at Juddmonte’s US annex when he retires 

at the year’s end. His imminent arrival into the  

stallion ranks has prompted Juddmonte’s forays 

into the yearling sales market for well-bred fillies 

with dirt pedigrees that may eventually make  

suitable mates.  - tt. 

Prince Khalid Abdullah. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Joan Ranger (7-1) and her determined jockey, Piere Strydom, winning the Gr2 Camellia Stakes. (JC Photos) 

HORSE Chestnut’s four-year-old daughter Joan 

Ranger will be aimed at the Gr1 SA Fillies Sprint at 

Scottsville following her second successive win in 

The Gr2 Camellia Stakes (R400,000) over 1160m at 

Turffontein on Champions Day, last Saturday. 

 

The Camellia was staged almost under the radar as 

the 12th race on the major-race card and Joan 

Ranger’s trainer Lucky Houdalakis chirped: ―They 

even put up a Merit Rated Handicap before the  

Camellia Stakes. It’s a premier sprint race for fillies 

and mares, they probably wanted punters to bet 

through the day and saved the best for last!‖ 

 

Joan Ranger has been sparingly raced, she’s been to 

the track only 20 times for five wins since August 

2015, and her career earnings are just R100,000 

short of R1-million. 

 

Houdalakis said: ―It’s not that Joan Ranger is  

unsound, not at all. We’ve had to pick her races 

carefully due to the merit rating system. She’s  

limited to weight-for-age races now, so the SA  

Fillies Sprint is her obvious next start. She finished 

third to Real Princess last year and perhaps she can 

do even better because she stronger this year. I hope 

we crack a good draw.‖ 

 

He added: ―After the Fillies Sprint I will leave her 

on a farm in Mooirivier for a while and then bring 

her back for the available weight-for-age races,  

perhaps we can win the Camellia Stakes for a third 

time next year.‖ 

Joan Ranger was bred and is raced by Peter van 

Schoor, one of the Houdalakis stable’s long-time 

patrons.  

 

He stands Joan Ranger’s dam Fashion Edition at 

Klawervlei stud and sold her half-sister, Ruby 

Dancer for R525,000 to Chris Van Niekerk’s  

Rainbow Beach Trading at CTS in March. - tt. 

Joan Ranger has SA Fillies Sprint in her sights 

Beadman wants dream job 
 

Godolphin’s stand-in Australian trainer Darren 

Beadman yesterday said he wanted the position on a 

full-time basis after officially replacing John O’Shea 

on Sunday. "This is the dream job," the former 

Champion jockey turned preacher turned trainer told 

Sky Sports Radio yesterday.  

 

"The thing about it is that it's not like going out and 

training 40 or 60 horses. You've got plenty of staff 

and good staff. That makes the job a lot easier." 

Beadman admitted the conjecture leading up to 

O’Shea’s resignation had been hard, but said he had 

the grounding to take the role full-time.—ANZ 

Bloodstock News. 
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New Turf to sponsor Rider Cup 
 

THE Sham family’s New Turf Carriers have come on 

board as sponsors of the 2017 Rider Cup Interprovincial 

jockeys’ challenge which is due to take place at Scottsville 

Racecourse on Saturday, 9 July 2017. 

  

Based on the National Jockeys and Apprentice logs as at 

the end of May, invitations will be sent to riders from each 

of the provinces with the leading jockey in each of the ju-

risdictions being appointed the Captain of his team. ―The 

top three riders in each province at the end of May (based 

on National statistics) will qualify for automatic invitations 

but the fourth member of each team will be a ―Captain’s 

pick‖, which represents a change from previous years’ 

team selection,‖ said Gold Circle’s Marketing Executive 

Graeme Hawkins.  

 

―There are sometimes unforeseen circumstances which 

could lead to a deserving rider not having ridden enough 

winners to qualify automatically and the onus will now be 

on the Captain to extend a personal invitation to the fourth 

member of each team,‖ he added. 

  

The Highveld Hawks are the defending champions while 

the KZN Falcons won the inaugural Rider Cup in 2015. 

The Cape Eagles have finished second in both previous 

events and will be looking to set the record straight this 

year. -  Gold Circle. 
 

He just refused to race! 

A curious thing happened when the gun sounded to start 

the 143rd edition of the Kentucky Derby on Saturday — 

only 19 of the 20 horses decided to run. The straggler, 

Godolphin’s colt Thunder Snow, decided to pretend it was 

a rodeo and tried to buck his jockey Christophe  

Soumillon off his back. 

 

While at first spectators feared Thunder Snow may have 

sustained an injury, veterinarians later confirmed all was 

well. The UAE Derby winner simply appeared, despite his 

name, to want nothing to do with the muddy track. The 

Track vet said Thunder Snow was examined and had no 

sign of injuries. (Photo: Ryan Thompson) 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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ON TWITTER. @turftalk1 

Race is on for SA Jockeys’ Title 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE jockeys championship has been thrown wide 

open by Gavin Lerena’s decision to ride in England 

for much of the remainder of the season, writes  

Michael Clower. 

 

The 2014/15 champion was eight clear on 129  

winners yesterday, but with him out of the running, 

Anthony Delpech (121), Greg Cheyne (118) and  

Anton Marcus (116) are vying for favouritism. 

 

Cheyne, the only one of the trio not to have been 

champion before, was many people’s idea of the 

likely winner before Lerena hit top gear but at the 

weekend he once again said that he is determined not 

to be sucked into a gruelling fly-everywhere battle, 

saying: ―I am just going to carry on the way I am.‖ 

 

It’s not just a three-horse war either. Five others 

went into yesterday with more than 100 winners – 

Craig Zackey (109), Richard Fourie (104), Muzi 

Yeni, Andrew Fortune (both on 103) and S’Manga 

Khumalo (102). 

 

Lerena is to ride for Lambourne trainer Charlie Hills. 

His trip is being sponsored by the Chelsea  

Thoroughbreds Syndicate managed by Joey Rams-

den’s brother James. Its 27 horses are spread around 

nine trainers thus increasing Lerena’s possible  

opportunities. -  Gold Circle. 

Cheyne, strong in the running. 

WSB’s Charity Sprint 
 

THE World Sports Betting July in Jozi takes place 

on 1 July at Turffontein and this year looks to be 

even bigger than before! In addition to the great 

racing and live coverage from Greyville, WSB is 

proud to anounce the inaugural running of the 

#WSBCharitySprint! 

W h a t  i s  t h e  C h a r i t y  S p r i n t ?   
Ten lovely ladies from Gauteng have been selected 

to take part in the 100M race for charity. The par-

ticipants are each representing a charity of their 

own choosing and World Sports Betting will be 

donating a total of R75 000 to the 10 charities! The 

race will run at the July in Jozi.  

Vote, Vote, Vote! 

You can also vote for your favourite participant by 

SMS’ing her name to 32608 OR by visiting 

www.wsbcharitysprint.co.za. The participant with 

the most votes will receive R5000 from World 

Sports Betting! 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.wsbcharitysprint.co.za.
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