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Mayfair’s Frankel looks a 

straight-shooting prospect 

 Big-striding colt, Straight Shooter. 

MAYFAIR Speculators‟ three-year-old colt Straight Shooter 

(GB) received overwhelming support or this newcomers‟ test at 

St Cloud Racecourse near Paris, France, on Monday. 

 

Straight Shooter, trained by Andre Fabre and ridden by PC  

Boudot, justified odds-on favouritism with a blistering front-

running display in a 1800m contest. He was well away to seize 

immediate control, and in the last 250m surged clear under  

minimal coaxing to easily win by seven lengths. 

 

Straight Shooter, bred by Haras De Mezeray, is a son of Frankel 

from Straight Lass, by Machiavellian and he was a €400,000  

purchase for Markus Jooste at the Deauville August Sale.  The  

May-foaled chestnut is a half-brother to G1 Prix Jean-Luc  

Lagardere-winning sire Naaqoos (GB) G3 Prix La Force-winning 

sire Barastraight (GB) and Listed Prix de l‟Avre third Sizing Stars 

(GB). 

 

One shouldn‟t talk horses up too soon, but Derek Brugman of 

Mayfair Speculators reckons Straight Shooter could be the real 

deal. He told Turf Talk: “They had a type of Barrier Trial last 

week in which inexperienced,  

newcomer jockeys get a chance to 

ride and Straight Shooter won by 10 

lengths, giving us some indication of 

what to expect. Of  course his first 

win was easy on the eye, thrilling. I 

phoned Andre Fabre after the race to 

get his views. He is not a man of 

many words, but we get on quite well 

and I said, „Andre, he looks an excit-

ing future prospect?‟ His reply was, 

„Yes, it is exactly as you say there!‟ ” 

 

Brugman said that France is arguably 

the most economical place in Europe 

to race horses. He said: “There is 

value at the French sales, we like to 

shop there.  

 

“It is hard to buy at the top level in the 

UK, it‟s very competitive. Also in 

France there is a premium for winners 

payable on every win, which amounts 

to roughly 80% of the winner‟s stake. 

So you get almost double the money 

every time your horse wins. 

 

Mayfair‟s other top French runner is 

The Juliet Rose, trained by Nicolas 

Clement. She‟s already won four of 

eight races including a Gr2, and  

Brugman said a big 2017 season is  

expected from her.  - tt. 

Jockey Pierre-Charles Boudot enjoyed 

his easy ride! 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

A Klawervlei Sweep 

KLAWERVLEI Stud received a haul of seven Gr1 awards 

at the TBA Awards Function and Breeders‟ Dinner held at 

the Plaza in Rosebank on Monday night. Here‟s Grant 

Knowles and Pieter Van Zyl, Stud Manager, with the  

trophies handed out for  the Computaform Sprint and Cape 

Flying Championship (Carry On Alice), Investec Derby 

(Edict Of Nantes); SA Fillies Sprint (Real Princess);   

William Longsword (Cape Guineas), Just Sensual (Cape 

Fillies Guineas) and Always In Charge (Tsogo Sun Gold  

Medallion). -  tt. 

MOUTONSHOEK boss Chris Gerber (left), was the 

first to fire up the coals for a May Day braai in the 

bright Autumn sun at the TBA Complex yesterday. 

This, in fact, has become a tradition. Moutonshoek is 

going places, not only because their management are 

the type of people one can have intelligent conversations 

with, but also because their consignments are  

improving every year. This year’s 33-strong draft is  

regarded as their best ever, so do pop down to Stable 

Block E to meet Chris and Moutonshoek partner Dr 

Bennie van der Merwe. There’s good wine just inside 

the entrance too! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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ON TWITTER. @turftalk1 

In-demand Grey‟s Inn will be 

an inland „shuttler‟ in 2017 

LEADING stallion Grey‟s Inn {Zabeel (NZ)- Great 

Verdict (AUS)} will stand at Highlands Stud,  

Robertson for the first six weeks of the 2017 breeding  

season. 

 

The Sire of Grade 1 winners including Legal Eagle 

and King Of Pain, Grey‟s Inn  is one of South Africa's 

best performed horses domestically and  

internationally. He is ranked internationally (TRC) as 

the best sire in South Africa. 

 

Graeme Koster of Grey‟s Inn‟s Karoo home, 

Rosedene Stud, commented:  “Western Cape breeders 

now have easy access to Grey‟s Inn for their earlier 

season coverings, they do have more expensive mares. 

 

“Breeders regard him as one of the top three stallions 

in the land and this is a matter of convenience as the 

trip to the Karoo is seen by some as putting a strain on 

the Western Cape mares. 

 

“Grey‟s Inn will spend the early part of the season in 

the Western Cape and return to us in Beaufort West to 

do his full book of duties here too. We normally cover 

a bit later in the season, so he‟ll have an early book 

and a later book this year, which is great.” 

 

Bookings for the initial period will be handled by 

Highlands, Part Of Ridgemont. Service Fee: R 30,000 

+ VAT Live Foal.  

Please contact Mike Sharkey on 082 372 2682 or 

highstud@iafrica.com. 

Administration and promotion will continue to be 

handled by AllanBloodlines. -  tt. 

This Tracy Robertson photo is one of the best of  

beautiful stallion, Grey’s Inn. 

DOUGLAS Whyte, the “Durban Demon”  

arrives for races in Hong Kong on Sunday. What 

are the chances his suit is worth more than the 

GDP of a small African country?  Pic: W. Wan. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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‘Old firm’ to pop up at Summerhill Stud for 

bumper broodmare sale on 14 May 
WHEN you don‟t have the dough, you simply have 

to make a plan, which means “innovate” in modern 

speak. That‟s been the story of ten times champion 

breeders Summerhill Stud for as long as they‟ve 

been in business, and it‟s served them well to this 

day. 

 

The current tax dispensation for bloodstock  

breeders, the first export protocols with the EU, the 

South African Equine Trade Council, the KZN 

Breeders Premium Scheme, the Ready To Run, 

Vuma Feeds and the revolution it ushered into the 

feeding of thoroughbreds, the School Of  

Management Excellence and their international staff 

scholarship scheme, name it, they‟ve been at it, and 

their fingers have been in the pie for almost four 

decades at what the world at large would call the 

“art of survival”. 

 

While you might have thought that as a mature  

organisation, their ideas would have been dulled by 

the passage of time, but that‟s an underestimation of 

the verve that populates the younger set and the  

energy it inspires in their elders. The latest idea was 

born with the recent decision to “tidy up” the  

numbers, which spawned the notion of a “pop up”  

auction. South Africa has never been short of  

enterprise: after all, this nation has produced more 

world class companies than any other of its size, and 

racing has been as generously endowed in the field 

of enterprise as any other game in town. 

 

Judging by the popular response to the return of the 

“old firm” of former TBA CEO Jan Naude, Sales 

Manager Caroline Simpson and financial regulator, 

Marge Engelbrecht under the style of Livestock 

Auctions, it seems the Mooi River outfit has found a 

winner, not to mention the enthusiastic applause at 

the announcement that the internationally-acclaimed 

auctioneer, Clive Gardner will be back on the  

rostrum alongside Brandon Leer, the man who sold 

the most expensive buffalo in history at R168-mil. 

We‟re in for a bumper afternoon‟s entertainment, 

come the 14th of May, more so as  

Aussie Steph Grentell‟s guest appearance will mark 

the first lady to wield the gavel in SA racing history.  

 

It didn‟t take long for Jan Naude to recall the old 

Summerhill-induced three payment buyers‟ incen-

tive either, so those who turn up will not only have 

the spectacle of South Africa‟s biggest bloodstock 

 

Summerhill Stud’s Mick Goss with Caroline Simpson, 

formerly of the TBA. 

bonanza in two decades to look forward to, they 

will have the additional benefit of being able to 

stretch their payments over 90 days. 

 

It‟s an awfully long time since South Africa wit-

nessed a sale of this scale and calibre, and we have 

to reach back to the days when Summerhill staged 

the last of their national broodmare and weanling 

sales in 1997, to find something approaching the 

present offering. Since then, the Midlands nursery 

has served as a veritable “production line” for more 

than 170 Stakes winners, 33 of them having ex-

celled as champions or Group One winners. 

 

With these odds and a record number of breeders‟ 

titles for the modern era, it would take a brave man 

to bet against this sale yielding another trove of 

supreme treasures. 
 

Please contact  Amorette  Mait re  on 

info@summerhill.co.za to request a copy of the 

catalogue (download digital copy here), or Megan 

Romeyn on 033 263 1081 who will to assist with 

accommodation options in the area.  -tt. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52dc6b2be4b01d8ef4e2f0d9/t/58eda42a29687f7f123c98f5/1491969160004/Summerhill+Broodmares+%26+Weanlings+2017.pdf

