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Newer names and different equine faces 

The grey Megaspiel (by Singspiel), shows off her filly by War Command. 

IN past columns or round a table, reference has 

been made to more overseas pedigrees filtering into 

the gene pool in South Africa. Broodmare  

purchases, imported stallions and perhaps liberated 

international trade are all factors. 

 

We have observed that our SA trainers carry the 

burden of having to - in addition to training the 

horses - “do the buying” i.e. researching multiple 

catalogues and often travelling away in a manner 

not mirrored in other places. A proliferation of new 

names and associated conformations and tempera-

aments presents a challenge. 

 

Having myself bought last year (for an amazed  

client) a close relative of SAKHEE by lovely  

broodmare sire MEDICEAN by MACHIAVEL-

LIAN for R175,000, I thought that we could chat 

here about some names within our own team of  

investor mares in the northern hemisphere.   

 

Your appetite for FRANKEL references will be 

sated – he does crop up below – but then so do 

KODI BEAR and HOT STREAK.  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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For hands-off investors, we provide a complete 

range of selection, mating and management ser-

vices with constant communication, visit arrange-

ments, transport when necessary and book-keeping. 

Our people include local novices and experienced 

overseas people. If with SA connections,  the  

rationale is to generate sterling and euro to reinvest 

or buy something to take south. 

 

A keen UK racing client was looking for 

“alternative investments”. He went very 

“alternative”, investing in cage-fighting thus  

boggling a few minds, but with a little help from 

this friend, who had provided him with one very 

good racehorse and several other runners at  

destination tracks, he also invested in breeding. 

 

Under an agreed and fairly careful budget, I bought 

two young winning, nicely related mares–  

coincidentally both costing a very reasonable 

42,000 guineas – both in foal for the first time, both 

to first season sires. 

 

VIVID BLUE is by HAAFHD, a Guineas and 

Champion Stakes winning son of ALHAARTH 

thus linking two great female lines- ALHAARTHs 

and HAAFHD’s dam, Classic winner AL  

BAHATHRI for whom a gallop in Newmarket is 

named. VIVID BLUE’s maternal grandsire is  

INDIAN RIDGE which was enough by itself to 

bring me to her. 

 

Her own female line is a live branch of 

the old South African family of  

KUNDALINI, her sibling being  

DIAMOND DIVA by DANSILI. 
 

VIVID BLUE was in foal to then new reverse-

shuttler HELMET, carrying a colt, and as befitting 

a cracking mating under our system, a cracking  

fellow he turned out to be! 11 months after in utero 

purchase, the foal made 68,000 guineas in the same 

Newmarket ring. Our man was delighted with this 

immediate bonanza and felt that it was more  

satisfying than cage fighting. His elderly mother 

adored the foal with whom she became acquainted 

at The National Stud. 

His first pin hooker stubbed his toe and, after an x-

ray issue at yearling sales, sold him privately for 

€70,000 on the day. 6 months later, our product 

made 200,000 guineas for his second pinhooker at 

the Newmarket Breeze Ups bought by Shadwell for 

whom he has since won. 

 

Obvious matings are rarely the best, but Juddmonte’s 

BATED BREATH (DANSILI) suited VIVID BLUE 

on several counts. The resulting colt was (is) nice but 

was off colour on his foal selling day. Also he was 

two lots off the end of a near-13 hour selling session.  

 

We let him go for mid 20 thousands because the IRR 

still looked good and he was being bought for a  

successful racehorse owner who (now) has him in 

training at 2. 

 

Somewhat dazzled by the brilliance of TORONADO 

(HIGH CHAPARRAL) on the racecourse, our  

investor really wanted to go to him first season. The 

mating was OK, not optimum. The resultant  

individual – another colt –was never for the foal 

sales, but has a chance as a yearling. 

 

VIVID BLUE’s latest foal – a couple of months ago 

– is a filly by the highly compatible HOT STREAK, 

a first season son of the admirable IFFRAAJ. HOT 

STREAK was a Gr3 winning Gr1 placed 2 year old 

and ran consistently in top sprints. VIVID BLUE, 

continuing her excellent record, is now back in foal 

to HELMET. 

Mother of the investor greets the first-born. He made 

68,000 Guineas a s a foal and 200,000 Guineas as a 

breezer. 
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The other mare of the two – a winning SINGSPIEL called 

MEGASPIEL – went over to our regular base in Tipperary. A full 

sister to a Gr2 winning filly (also 2nd in the Gr1 Matriarch S. and 

Hollywood Oaks), this attractive grey is scopier than many  

Singspiels. Perversely her first foal, a filly by HARBOUR WATCH 

(by ACCLAMATION sire of top class DARK ANGEL and several 

other highly commercial stallions) was a bit scrawny. We did well 

to get €29,000 for her at Goffs Foals and that was all she ever did. 

But the second foal was a juicy black HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR 

colt on a great mating. At Newmarket he brought 41,000 guineas 

(and was resold for 55,000 so they “got out” with change). 

 

Next came a lovely filly by WAR COMMAND (WAR FRONT), 

now a yearling, who will probably be kept to race. After slipping 

CANFORD CLIFFS (TAGULA), the mare now goes to KODI 

BEAR at a cautious fee while the second and third foals run. He is a 

Gr2 winning son of the extraordinarily prolific and top of the  

commercial pops, KODIAC. 

 

Other mares with us have comparable stories, some costing 80,000, 

one costing 4,000. One, half sister to a GALILEO champion, went 

twice to FRANKEL on that cross producing one bad one and one 

(now 2yo) that might do the business having brought 100,000 guin-

eas – not a top FRANKEL price but healthy enough. We took the 

mare over in foal to NATHANIEL (GALILEO) and she has since 

excitingly produced a filly by the Champion AUSTRALIA (also 

GALILEO).  

 

Another yearling in the teams is by INTELLO (GALILEO) who 

has been well received then there are newish foals from potentially 

smart mares by the new horse at The Irish National FREE EAGLE, 

a Gr1 winner at The Royal Meeting by HIGH CHAPARRAL and a 

large new colt by GUTAIFAN, a first season son of the red hot 

DARK ANGEL. We have sold several DARK ANGELs recently 

but it is difficult to pinhook them or breed them (at €60,000) now. 

So we move to GUTAIFAN on a good mating. 

 

Darley’s NIGHT OF THUNDER (Guineas winner by DUBAWI 

who turns them both out sharply but has not transferred that trait to 

his first crop) covered our 4,000 guineas mare earlier this month. 

She (by HAWK WING by WOODMAN therefore broodmare sire 

material) is worth more now having sold 4 foals for €230,000, ad-

mittedly with gaps in production, the first 3 being winners of 10 

races so far.  

 

Meanwhile, others visit new GALILEO boy THE GHURKA and 

Coolmore’s well priced MASTERCRAFTSMAN (DANEHILL 

DANCER)– a proven good sire, not always the sexiest, but with his 

best crops coming through now. One to watch! - tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
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Twice Over off the 

mark at Kenilworth 
 

KLAWERVLEI’s exciting young sire 

Twice Over got off the mark as a stallion 

on Saturday when his Klawervlei Stud bred 

daughter Lacerta scored at Kenilworth. 

 

Trained by Justin Snaith for owner Bernard 

Kantor, Lacerta won cosily under a good 

ride from Brandon May to down some well

-bred two-year-olds over 1000m and she 

looks more than capable of building on this 

first win! 

 

The daughter of Twice Over, rated good 

enough to take her chances in the 

R1 000 000 Kuda Sprint, was a R180 000 

purchase from the 2016 CTS Ready To 

Run Sale Presented by Lanzerac Hotel & 

Spa. 

 

Twice Over, who banked more than £2 

million during his racing career, has made 

a pleasing start with his first runners this 

season. To date, the European champion 

has been represented by four first crop run-

ners who have either won or finished in the 

money, and with a number of well-bred 

juveniles yet to appear on the racetrack, the 

future appears bright for Twice Over and 

his progeny. 

 

An outstanding racehorse and European 

champion, Twice Over won 12 races with 

his victories included four G1 contests. A 

dual winner of the G1 Champion Stakes (a 

race also won by sire greats Court Martial, 

Sir Ivor and current sensation Frankel), 

Twice Over has once again proved very 

popular in the sales ring in 2017 with his 

yearlings fetching up to R2.1 million. 

 

His family have also been in the news of 

late, with Twice Over’s close relative Time 

Chaser scoring an impressive recent debut 

win, and another relative, Patch, finishing a 

close second in the G2 Louisiana Derby. 

Another from this family is Convey, who 

has been entered for the upcoming HK G1 

Champions Mile. -  tt. 

Twice Over:  11 yearlings at National Sale. 

Keeping it in the family 

HIGHLANDS Stud, Part of Ridgemont, sponsored  

Saturday’s Gr3 Winter Guineas at Kenilworth with 

R250,000. The winner was Justin Snaith’s Dynasty gelding, 

African Night Sky, ridden by Bernard Fayd’Herbe (above). 

Below, Highlands’ new owner, Wayne Kieswetter, presents 

the breeder of the winner’s trophy to his Highlands partner, 

Mike Sharkey.  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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A Turffies double for Hong 

Kong’s wily Robert Chung 
 

HONG Kong based property developer Robert 

Chung, a regular buyer at South African  

bloodstock sales, posted a double with Roy  

Magner’s stable at Turffontein last Thursday, both 

bought at BSA’s two-year-old sales and both  

certain to win again. 

 

First off was the consistent Alex The Great, a 

R100,000 Rebel King colt who had placed four 

times over 1000m and enjoyed an extra 200m in a 

Maiden Juvenile Plate, winning under Randall 

Simons. 

 

Next was Prince Of Kahal, by Kahal, a R120,000 

half-brother to six-time winner Fort Vogue. A 

chance ride for Piere Strydom, he led from pillar to 

post over 1000m and won well, as expected. A 

strapping, scopy type, he should also come into his 

own over more ground and that he packs a good 

amount of speed points to class. 

 

Peter Gibson, part of the Magner team and  

informally a middle man for Chung, told Turf 

Talk: “Robert was one of the first overseas owners 

who started investing in SA bloodstock, exporting 

for racing overseas. His biggest success was Tiger 

Prawn, a son of Goldkeeper bred by Cheveley 

Stud, who still holds the 1200m record at Happy 

Valley and is at stud in New Zealand. 

 

“His other well-known SA buy was Magner’s  

Jallad filly Sweet Sanette, from Highlands, also a 

record-holder over 1000m at Happy Valley. She 

won a Gr3 and was placed in the Listed King’s 

Stand Stakes at Royal Ascot.  She’s at stud in  

Australia and producing the goods.” - tt. 

Robert Chung enjoys picking his horses with the help of 

trainers.  Here he is at a recent Ready To Run Sale. 

TRAINER Vaughan Marshall (right) and jockey MJ 

Byleveld started the KZN Champions Season with a 

280-1 feature double: Woljayrine (30-1) won the 

Gr3 Godolphin Barb Stakes and The Secret Is Out  

(8-1, photo) landed the Gr 3 Poinsettia Stakes at 

Scottsville, Sunday. -tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/


7 


