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Moutonshoek’s philosophies: Aimed at excellence!  

From Moutonshoek at the National Yearling Sale: Lot 148, Salt, by Dynasty. 

WHEN Dr Bennie van der Merwe and Chris Gerber 

started the adventure that is Moutonshoek Stud 

Farm they had a philosophy to build a mare band 

that aims to ensure that two thirds of their mares 

have enough depth of pedigrees for their progeny to 

enjoy automatic qualification for National Sales. To 

this end they worked extensively with Jehan  

Malherbe and Charles Faull, who have both been 

immensely influential in this regard. 

 

Accordingly the Stud is extremely proud to be the 

largest consignor of lots to Bloodstock South Af-

rica’s 2017 National Yearling Sales, with over 30 

babies making the trip from the lime-stone rich 

paddocks of the Western Cape’s Piketberg Valley 

to the TBA sales ground for the big sale. 

Over the years, the farm spent a great deal of time  

custom  designing  a  sophisticated  software  

programme  that  helps  them  plan  their  mat-

ings.  Bennie says “We get a list of stallions and 

then,  because  I’m  a  vet,  conformation  and  

compatibility are paramount, so I’ll factor in all the 

necessary criteria before we make a final decision.” 

 

As  a  result,  every yearling presented  at  a  Sale  

arrives on the back of careful planning and long  

debates. In addition to their own stallions Mambo in 

Seattle and Marchfield, Moutonshoek have progeny 

by the ruling heavyweights in the form of Captain 

Al, Dynasty, Silvano, Trippi and Var to come under 

the hammer. 

 

With the likes of exciting stallions Oratorio, Twice 

Over, Philanthropist, Judpot and Sail from Seattle 

also represented, Moutonshoek is confident  (to p2) 
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of having a horse for every taste. One thing is for certain, 

Stable Block E will be a must see for prospective buyers at 

the National Yearling Sales (if not for the horses then at 

least for the legendary Moutonshoek hospitality!) 

 

For a summary of Moutonshoek NYS Lots, go here. 

GET R15,000 TOWARDS A MOUTONSHOEK 

PURCHASE AT THE NATIONAL YEARLING 

SALE.  Click here. 

Feature ‘appetisers’ at Scottsville 

VARALLO (red cap), could be a star sprinter in the making. 

THREE Gr3 features, a Listed event and the KZN  

Breeders’ Challenge races will be staged at Sunday’s 

Scottsville meeting, a good “appetiser” for Champions  

Season which officially kicks off at Greyville next week. 

 

Among several exciting prospects in action on the day will 

be trainer Charles Laird’s Varallo, unbeaten in two  

impressive starts to date and the favourite for the Gr3 

Godolphin Barb Stakes over 1200m. A R2-million  

purchase by Alesh Naidoo’s Fire Racing Trust, Varallo 

hacked up in good style over the course and distance last 

time and his expected tussle with Sir Frechie and Mujallad 

promising to be most exciting. 

 

Candice Bass-Robinson has aimed Live Life’s early KZN 

campaign  at the Gr3 Poinsettia Stakes over 1200m, in 

which Real Princess and The Secret Is Out are among the 

dangers.  - tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
http://www.moutonshoek.co.za/?p=1667
http://www.turftalk.co.za/win-15k-in-moutonshoek-moola-for-nys-purchase/
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ON TWITTER. @turftalk1 

Improving Nother Russia may pose a danger to Legal Eagle 

ON Saturday 6 May an intriguing battle will play 

itself out on the track on Champions Day at  

Turffontein Racecourse and those racegoers taking 

in the action from the Intercontinental Village will 

have front row seats. 

 

It’s a chance for the horseracing purists to see some 

of South Africa’s top athletes in the flesh and the 

main event of the day will be marked with an  

appearance by Legal Eagle the reigning Horse of the 

Year in the Premier’s Champions Challenge (Gr 1). 

 

But there’s an added storyline with the news con-

firmed that Nother Russia, who beat all comers  

during Princess Charlene of Monaco’s visit to the  

Johannesburg track last weekend, will take her place 

in the R4-million main event on Champions Day. 

 

Can this gutsy filly, who holds a special place in the 

heart of both jockey Craig Zackey, her owner Jessica 

Slack and all those involved with Mauritzfontein 

and the famed black and yellow silks lower the  

colours of the highest rated horse in South Africa?  

 

It adds an exciting element to a day that also in-

cludes a brief trip around the world with foods and 

performances from a number of different  

cultures.  And those in attendance at the barrier draw 

at Turffontein on Wednesday were given a taste of 

what’s to come with belly-dancers providing the 

entertainment and a variety of foods from India, 

Mexico, Greece, Lebanon and South Africa among 

others offered up. 

 

Tickets for Champions Day, which features the In-

tercontinental Village, are available from Webtickets 

and start from R30 for adults including a voucher. 

There are also a number of hospitality options on 

offer for those wanting to race from the City Deck. 

For further enquiries call 011 681 1796 or visit 

www.itsarush.co.za 

ALISTAIR Cohen hosted the Champions Day Draw 

function at Turffontein, Wednesday, looking noth-

ing less than a confident pillar of strength.  Here’s 

Ali with models Sharon (left) and Chelsea, who will 

be promoting Ferrari at the track on 6 May. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.itsarush.co.za
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More NYS yearlings from Pippa’s top nursery 

Lot 327, Rags To Riches, colt  by Dynasty. 

Lot 490, On The Double, filly by Twice Over. 

Lot 91, El Sereno, colt by Oratorio. 

AS mentioned earlier this week, Pippa  

Mickleburgh of Avontuur Stud is particularly 

excited about her colts at next week’s BSA 

National Yearling Sale at the TBA Complex, 

Gosforth Park. 

 

The photo on the top left is of Rags To 

Riches (Lot 327), a colt by Dynasty from 

Captured Time, by Capture him, from the 

immediate family of multiple Equus Award 

winning champion filly, Beach Beauty. 

 

At the bottom is El Sereno (Lot 91), a son of 

Oratorio and Paradise Square, herself a half-

sister to The Apache, the international  

performer who lost the Arlington Million on 

a dubious objection. 

 

Sandwiched in the middle is Lot 490, On The 

Double, a filly by Twice Over from Kitco, by 

VAR.  She’s a good-looking first foal from 

the family of Princess Victoria and Cup Of 

Grace. -  tt. 

Animal Kingdom gets 

off the mark in the US 

CHAMPION Animal Kingdom, the 2012 

Dubai World Cup winner and already the sire 

of three winners in Australia, got off the 

mark in the Northern Hemisphere in style 

Thursday when Sunny Skies romped at 

Keeneland, Kentucky.  

 

Making her career debut for trainer Ken 

McPeek in a 900m dash, the Normandy Farm 

homebred performed right up to her 3-5  

favouritism, winning by nine lengths. 

 

Sunny Skies passed unsold at the Keeneland 

September Sale in 2016. -  tt. 

Sunny Skies romped home. 


