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Shuttling North-South and Sideways! 

Danehill, the late, great shuttling stallion. 

THE thoroughbred breeding industry is based on the 

boys standing still while the ladies rush around the 

countryside to visit them. That is how we explain 

the situation to an uninitiated interested person who 

asks. In the context of a given country and season, 

this is correct. 

 

However stallions actually traverse the globe to visit 

other mare populations by now-traditional shuttling 

or by temporary transfer. We wonder how South 

Africa might participate in the future? 

In large scale thoroughbred producing countries, the 

standing of stallions has become concentrated into 

fewer locations. Coolmore’s history is well re-

counted. For a time, Coolmore plus Rathbarry, The 

Irish National and Derrinstown (Shadwell) Studs 

provided the majority of covering alternatives in an 

Irish line –Cork to Kildare via Tipperary – tracked 

by boarding studs easily “walking” mares in and out 

on the day.  

Outposts standing one or two flat stallions reduced 

activities greatly as this commercial consolidation 

took hold. Darley’s huge English centre at Dalham 

Hall, developed later in the early Noughties, is a 

force for centralisation in that country and Darley 

has added Kildangan to the Irish equation. 

We tend to forget that thirty years ago when  

syndication was still commonplace, a stallion would 

cover 40 mares for the shareholders and (to page 2) 
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another ten or fifteen to pay the bills. The picture 

today – painted with a broad brush - is of such a 

stallion covering around as many times then to deal 

with 50 mares as nowadays to deal with 150  

because of the accuracy of ultra sound scanning.  

 

This accuracy has increased a breeder’s flexibility 

perhaps helping some lessening of centralisation. 

These days Irish operations such as Tally-Ho,  

Ballylinch, Morristown Lattin and Rathasker stand 

multiple stallions and spread the numbers around 

somewhat, but all within relatively short distances 

of each other. 

 

Although local jumping sires survive, some big  

battalions would never abandon the National Hunt 

game. They stand many, some covering 300 mares 

in extended seasons with less concern about early 

covers. A popular flat shuttler would cover that sort 

of number in two seasons north and south. 

 

As opposed to shuttling north-south, that epitome 

of the shuttle stallion, Danehill, also moved  

sideways under Coolmore operation. 

 

He would have been 31 this year. Bred and raced 

for Juddmonte, Danehill was about to be  

syndicated when suddenly sold to a Coolmore/

Arrowfield partnership to shuttle. His incredible 

success in Australia is well known but he did not 

“fire” with his Irish crops at first. For one season – 

1996 – he was sent to do northern duty in Japan. 

 

Danehill– moving on south from Japan to do his 

Australia season–was joining a new source of  

shuttlers on that trip. When we were trying to buy 

(back from Japan) Generous, the Royal Ascot 2 

year old and Derby winner – a rare combination – 

we were thwarted by the JBBA having the new 

commercial opportunity to shuttle him due south to  

New Zealand. 

Royal Academy was another to move sideways 

(also to Japan) for a season. Giant’s Causeway went 

sideways but to USA and for a different reason. 

The Iron Horse stood his first very busy season in 

Tipperary then was off to Ashford (Coolmore 

America) where he stayed so successfully. 

Giant’s Causeway’s move was a blow to some Irish/

UK breeders but flying transatlantic to be covered 

expensively was no big deal at that level. Many 

American mares had flown to him in Tipperary – 

hence the swap. There was/is no export quarantine 

going from UK/Ireland or on arrival. There is 30 

days quarantine (on a farm not lock down) in USA 

(if) coming back. Right now, there is less of such 

traffic because of the current fall in attraction of 

USA performance and pedigrees to Europeans. It 

will come round again. 

Darley moves horses sideways between its battalions 

in UK and Ireland. Some go to France for a season 

and stay or not. Or to Darley Japan. 

 

If export protocols are sorted out as discussed when 

“Daydreaming” a few columns ago, shuttling to 

South Africa will be looked at again. Based on the 

above, the prospect of intra-southern hemisphere 

transfers from Australasia or South America might 

be added in. Would the “global operators” even seek 

bases here? 

 

“Why would you want to bring in stallions that 

would eclipse many of your local horses?” was a 

question asked in the ITBF lobbies at the Table Bay 

Hotel in January. So was “Wouldn’t you get  

Australian rejects?”. 

 

To the latter the answer is “that’s fine”. Australia 

more or less rejected Sadler’s Wells and Galileo – 

the latter’s aura making his name revered in South 

Africa in spite of the contradiction in the general SA 

preference for speed. Not all the current “hot” young 

sires were sprinters anyway. 

Giant’s Causeway at Ashford Stud. 
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We might have such as Archipenko (a Newmarket horse with SA 

connections who shuttled to Argentina where he is a top first season 

sire but stopped going) or California Chrome (going to Chile). 

 

To the former question above, the answer is that Australian breeders 

were hungry for something new while stallion masters were worried. 

But deals were done and bases created with results that include  

Australian-bred sons of shuttlers to stand and daughters to contrib-

ute to the gene pool. 

Nowadays reverse-shuttling is successful. Danzero, an early  

example, misfired in Newmarket (UK) but Exceed and Excel (top 

class speed) and Helmet (looking good) are cracking examples. How 

would Captain Al and Dynasty have done?  Might a South African 

owned stallion farm ever develop in Europe? 

 

Just as the families of many recent mare imports to SA will filter 

into catalogues at large, so would the impact of a few shuttle stal-

lions. They too, would be a centralisation factor - if and only if we 

sort out SA’s unusual  import protocols at the same time as export. 

 

Standing Kabool throughout the season at Kenilworth gave an  

interesting model, but hardly ideal. Mind you, Kabool did not help 

by being extraordinarily slow in the shed.  - tt. 

Her Majesty The Queen unveils a statue if Generous, an early Japan-

New  Zealand shuttler. 

ADVERTISING WITH TURF TALK IS EASY, AND COMES 

AT REASONABLE (AND NEGOTIABLE) RATES 

 

Phone Jo on 083 399 6353  
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PGL’s interim results 
 

PHUMELELA Gaming’s interim results for 1  

August last year to 31 January have been an-

nounced. Despite deteriorating economic conditions 

locally and a strong rand that impacted negatively 

on revenue from its international operations, earn-

ings per share and headline earnings per share in-

creased by 4% and 3% respectively. 

 

The key financial features of the interim results: 

* Earnings per share up 4% to 90.78c 

* Headline earnings per share up 3% to 90.19c 

* Headline earnings per share in constant currency 

up 26% to 109.80c 

* Interim dividend per share maintained at 34c 

* Sound financial position 

 

The Group result for the six months is characterised 

by a pleasing performance from international  

revenue sources and real growth from the fixed-

odds business and associate company Interbet.  

Tote turnover disappointed as domestic economic 

conditions deteriorated. 

 

The strengthening of the Rand understated the ex-

cellence of the offshore performance in foreign cur-

rency. International operations contributed com-

bined pre-tax income of R91.3 million, an increase 

of 18% at prevailing exchange rates – 38% on a 

constant currency basis. 

 

Phumelela’s international operations are expected to 

provide a foreign currency hedge and a good source 

of diversified income across multiple geographies. 

Initiatives over many years to diversify locally, in-

ternationalise and acquire complementary growth 

generators is paying dividends in the form of a  

better spread of earnings, expanded choice for 

Phumelela’s many customers and an increased size 

of the Group. 

 

Diversification has also resulted in associate income 

from local and international sources becoming an 

increasingly meaningful contributor to the Group’s 

performance. What has not changed is that  

Phumelela is, and will continue to be, the leading 

racecourse owner, betting operator and racing media 

provider in South Africa. Horseracing is at the heart 

of what Phumelela is and the foundation for its  

successful and expanding international operations. 

THE Princess Charlene of Monaco Ladies Day at 

Turffontein Racecourse shone the spotlight on the 

Sport of Kings with the main aim of the day to raise 

funds for charity. The Highveld Horse Care Unit, 

Red Cross and Gugulesizwe Primary School, all 

projects dear to the Princess Charlene of Monaco 

Foundation. 

 

Her Serene Highness, who opted for a glamorous 

black and white dress for the afternoon, was  

welcomed  by t he  chi l dren  of  t he  

Gugulesizwe Primary School before being presented 

with flowers by the Head Girl and Head Boy.  

 

A number of high profile guests made their way to 

the Johannesburg track with newly crowned Miss 

South Africa, Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters also in  

attendance along with household sporting names  

including swimmer Terence Parkin and Gordon  

Igesund, coach of Premier Soccer League outfit 

Highlands Park. 

 

“Thank you all for supporting this day and congratu-

lations to everyone,” Princess Charlene said of the 

afternoon’s festivities which saw a healthy sum of 

R300 000 handed over to charity. 

 

“The sporting values of discipline, respect for  

oneself and others, teamwork  and determination are 

ones that I am always keen to promote and ones that 

I know the racing industry here in South Africa is 

equally committed to.” - Racing. It’s A Rush. 

Glamour and elegance, courtesy of 

HSH Princess Charlene 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Lot 157: Dynasty colt x Moonlit Prairie. 

THE 2017 CTS Emperors Palace Select Yearling Sale 

for was successfully staged at the “Palace of Dreams’ 

in Johannesburg on Friday night, with solid figures 

being returned given the context of tight economic 

circumstances. An aggregate of R41 675 000 was  

attained, with an average price of R318 130 and the 

median figure settling at R175 000. 

 

Adrian Todd, MD of Cape Thoroughbred Sales 

(CTS), commented on Saturday: “We had some first 

class quality on offer and it was impressive seeing the 

level of participation from international buyers and 

the local bench.” 

 

Form Bloodstock’s Jehan Malherbe signed for the 

sales topper. This was Lot 157 from Highlands Farm 

and Ridgemont Stud, named Grab the Light, by  

Dynasty ex Moonlit Prairie, who went for R3.8 mil-

lion. All seven of the mare’s foals have won, and this 

bay colt is a full brother to mid distance champion and 

now freshman sire Jackson, as well as smart  

performer Heartland. -  tt. 

Form Bloodstock gets top-seller 

at CTS Select Yearling Sale 

Wilgerbosdrift’s purple patch 
 

WILGERBOSDRIFT Stud has enjoyed an out-

standing couple of weeks, with owner Mary Slack 

winning big races overseas, the farm’s sire 

Flower Alley firing on all cylinders, and locally 

bred thoroughbreds notching up big win after big 

race, not least of all Nother Russia, winner of  

Saturday’s G1 Empress Club Stakes at  

Turffontein. Orchid Island and Nightingale are 

two other Gr1 graduates from the farm this year. 

 

Mary Slack’s Diamond Fields stamped herself a 

top filly when downing triple G1 winner Alice 

Springs to land the G3 Gladness Stakes, over 

1400m at Naas recently. A Form Bloodstock pur-

chase at Goffs in 2015, she cost just 55k Euro. 

 

Wilgerbosdrift has a really exciting stallion on 

their hands in the form of Flower Alley. A proven 

sire, whose top offspring include the Kentucky 

Derby winning champion I’ll Have Another, 

Flower Alley’s runners have been enjoying a rich 

vein of success , with his once beaten daughter 

Splash Hit landing a US feature and another 

daughter, Flower Fashion (co-owned by Slack), 

making it two wins from just three outings when 

scoring over 1600m at  Maisons-Laffitte. Flower 

Fashion holds an entry in Gr1 Prix St Alary. 

  

Both Splash Hit and Flower Fashion look capable 

of going on to win more good races. A son of 

champion sire Distorted Humor, Flower Alley’s 

first yearlings will be offered for sale in 2018.  

 

Wilgerbosdrift, whose past NYS graduates in-

clude champions and top class sires as Dynasty 

and Elusive Fort, will be offering 20 yearlings at 

next month’s National Yearling Sale, their draft 

including lots by prominent sires as Dynasty, Fort 

Wood, Silvano, Trippi and Var. -  Bloodstock SA. 

https://tellytrack.com/

