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Of Sales and Cocktails at Emperors... 
Good vibes point to good auction today! 

THEY come from all over to spot the ―Big Five‖ in 

the Kruger Park.  If racing was a landscape, Turf 

Talk captured its Big Three at Emperors Palace on 

Thursday evening! 

 

On the photo above is Mick Goss of Summerhill 

Stud with leading owners Chris Van Niekerk and 

Markus Jooste enjoying cocktails, or shall we say 

night caps, following the opening ceremony of the 

2017 CTS Emperors Palace Select Sale, Thursday. 

 

If we were to add Phumelela’s Rian du Plessis and 

Mary Slack of Wilgerbosdrift to the photo, we 

could’ve sold it to a stock agency, or perhaps  

National Geographic as Racing’s Big Five. But then 

there’d be Gaynor Rupert to consider, Bernard  

Kantor and a few others. Big Seven, Eight...? 

 

The chances of that happening is perhaps a matter 

for the Equus Awards where they all might be under 

one roof at the same time – but will remain slim – 

because Goss, when seated at the table after his first 

bowler of Beyerskloof  Pinotage, remarked of their 

trio: ―Three years ago this wouldn’t have  

happened. We wouldn’t have been sitting here  

together! It’s a rare occasion indeed.‖ 

  

Mr Goss’ reference would have been made in  

relation to the pair of big bloodstock Sales  

companies and new alliances and structures formed 

in the last few years – despite the industry’s  

differences we live in exciting times in which our 

top-class  breeders continue to produce world qual-

ity thoroughbreds. One sometimes gets the feeling 

that everything, at some point, will turn out well! 

 

There was plenty of banter around the table here 

that also included Sean Tarry, Joey Ramsden, Justin 

Vermaak, John Koster, Matthew Sham, Erich Van 

Niekerk and a tall gent from Ten Einde Stud (to p2) 
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OF SALES AND COCKTAILS 
 

 

who may have been Hein Moller and who kept  

referring to Mick Goss as ―Pat‖. Sir David Allan 

also popped by to say hello, though couldn’t be 

lured at bedtime to enjoy some fruits of the grape. 

 

Markus Jooste looked at his watch and said matter-

of-factly, ―I am definitely leaving after 10 Johnny 

Walkers!‖, and then the table opened shoulders in 

collective fashion and the discussion turned to 

which yearlings were considered the best on the 

Sale. 

 

Jooste tried to extract Summerhill’s info from Goss, 

who wouldn’t budge on what he thought was his 

best foal. ―The Visionaires are smart, there’s also a 

What A Winter and a VAR and Silvano and you 

know, there’s a filly by Ato, really nice.‖ With that, 

Goss covered his entire 15-strong draft! 

 

Klawervlei’s John Koster’s fancy is Lot 

1, a colt by Captain Al from Nania, and 

Joey Ramsden said that there were  

perhaps six or seven other exceptional 

colts aside from Lot 1.  Davey Mollett, 

in full cry, put his name in the hat for Lot 

62, a Dynasty filly from All Is Secret 

while Turf Talk, with some advice from 

Justin Vermaak, settled on Lot 157, the 

full-brother to Jackson. 
 

There are few things as good in racing as all-out 

banter and discussions between individuals who 

love the game and often things are revealed that 

weren’t widely reported.  Did you know, for exam-

ple, that Mayfair Speculators last year bought the 

breeding rights to Breeders' Cup Juvenile winner, 

Classic Empire, the 2017 Kentucky Derby  

favourite? 

 

There were a few other things mentioned as the  

evening progressed, several winners tipped for 

weekend racing but somehow that’s all a blur this 

morning, the out-of-body experience in which the 

aching head seems detached from the body and 

memories are stuck inside there somewhere. 

 

―We are very proud of our catalogue and we hope 

that all of our buyers will get what they came for,‖  

said CTS MD Adrian Todd in his opening speech. 

 

Coupled with the good vibe, the spirit of  

sportsmanship and an excellent turn-out of party 

guests, we could be set for a super sale today. 

 

Auctioneers John O’Kelly and Andrew Miller will 

take their places on the podium at 4pm, when the 

action starts on John Koster’s favourite, Lot 1.  - tt. 

Lot 1 is a well-fancied Captain Al colt from 

Nania. Remember now, the CTS Select Yearling 

Sale starts at 4pm. The Sale is at Emperors  

Palace and Friday traffic can be hectic. Leave in 

time, get there! 

https://tellytrack.com/
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THERE is still time to enter the Turf 

Talk Trivia # 3, in which you can win 

a case of Avontuur Estate’s finest 

wines. Tell us which SA owner has 

already had 85 winners this season, 

then send your name and the name of 

one new subscriber to us on the mail 

editor@turftalk.co.za.  

This could be the Sprint of the Year 

JOEY Ramsden and Sean Tarry happened to sit next to 

each other at Thursday night’s CTS Sales party and  

inevitably were urged by fellow guests to discuss their ace 

runners for the Gr1 Computaform Sprint at Turffontein on 

6 May. 

 

It’s going to be a clash of the stars—Brutal Force 

(Ramsden) and Carry On Alice and Trip To Heaven 

(Tarry). They’ve met on occasion, with varying results and 

no definitive claim to sole champion status. But this will be 

their first Turffontein battle and it promises to be a  

breath-taking decider. 

 

As for the trainers, they didn’t say much, each seeming 

quietly confident and understandably not keen to be drawn 

into form discussions. All their charges are well, preps are 

good and now, the race must show us who’s the boss! 

 

Entries for the R1-milion Computaform Sprint (Grade 1) 

over 1000m, 6 May: 
 

ANJAAL (J L van Heerden) 60.0 

ARABIAN BEAT (P A Peter) 60.0 

BRUTAL FORCE (J Ramsden) 60.0 

CHAMPAGNE HAZE (G M Alexander) 60.0 

DOING IT FOR DAN (L W Goosen) 60.0 

DOLLAR DAZZLER (A G Laird) 60.0 

GRADUATION DAY (J A Soma) 60.0 

ISCA (G H van Zyl) 60.0 

MOOFEED (M F de Kock) 60.0 

PIVOTAL PURSUIT (G M Alexander) 60.0 

RAFEEF (M F d Kock) 60.0 

RONNIE ROCKET (J Vos) 60.0 

SPLENDID GARDEN (M G Azzie) 60.0 

TRIP TEASE (L W Goosen) 60.0 

TRIP TO HEAVEN (S G Tarry) 60.0 

CLEVER GUY (S Moffatt) 58.5 

PILLAR OF HERCULES (J Ramsden) 58.5 

RIVARINE (M G Azzie) 58.5 

CARRY ON ALICE (S G Tarry) 57.5 

ELUSIVENCHANTMENT (D C Howells) 57.5 

JO’S BOND (S J Snaith) 57.5 

EXQUISITE TOUCH (S G Tarry) 56.0 

HASHTAG STRAT (L W Goosen) 56.0 

SEATTLE SINGER (C Spies) 56.0 

WRECKING BALL (G J Maroun) 56.0 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

