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Remembering Empress Club 

SATURDAY’s Gr1 Empress Club Stakes is 

named after one of the greatest fillies to race in 

South Africa. 

 

That she was allegedly named after a house of ill 

repute never gave her any detractors, just a  

growing band of supporters as she swept away  

everything in front of her. 

 

Empress Club, a bay filly by Farnesio (ARG) 

from Elysee by El Gran Capitan, was bought in 

Argentina by trainer Terrance Millard. When the 

original owner withdrew from the sale, she was 

acquired by Laurie and Jean Jaffee. 

 

A filly of amazing ability, she won her 1200m 

Vaal  debut  in  February  1991  by  two  lengths  

under jockey Felix Coetzee, and followed that 

with a sparkling win in the Grade 1 SA Nursery 

against the colts. 

A few weeks after the Nursery she won the Gosforth 

Park Juvenile Fillies Futurity over 1400m in race  

record time, considerably faster than the equivalent 

race for colts on the same day. 

 

Her true test came in the Smirnoff Sprint, a 

race that had not been won by a filly since 

1975. She raced against the top males of her 

generation, including Polished Silver and Un-

aware, but pulled clear to win by five lengths 

in a time just a fraction outside the course re-

cord. 
 

Terrance Millard retired shortly after this race and 

Empress Club was left in the care of his son, Tony. 

She went down by a short head in her first start for 

Tony, but was being prepared for the Cape Guineas 

and travelled to Milnerton for the big occasion.  

 

Pitted once more against the best three-year-old male 

runners in the country, Empress Club galloped to the 

front at the 300m mark and went on to defeat Blood-

line Million winner Fast Gun by almost two lengths. 

 

Her next start was the R500 000 Topsport Bloodline 

Classic and The Star’s racing editor Robert Garner 

wrote: “For the umpteenth time in her career, Empress 

Club humiliated the opposition. That she was on a 

tight rein 400m from home in a major classic is ample 

evidence that she is an equine athlete in a million.’’ 

The  late  racing  stalwarts  Gerald  Rosenberg,  Eric 

Gallo and Laurie Jaffee anchored the filly in their Pick 

6 permutation that day and won R1,4 million between 

them, a one-ticket payout. 

Next, Empress Club took on the mighty older filly 

Roland’s Song and a host of top males (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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in the Administrator’s Classic at Turffontein. Again, 

she ran the opposition ragged. 

 

Racing for the first time at Greyville, Empress Club 

won the SA Guineas by four lengths from her tal-

ented stable companion Military Muse. 

 

This was her 10th win from 11 outings and it was 

followed by resounding accolades from press and 

public. 

 

The filly seemed to get better with every run,  

winning her next start, the SA Fillies Guineas at 

Scottsville, by 5,5 lengths. In doing so, she became 

the first horse racing in South Africa to win R2 mil-

lion in stakes. 

 

Priced up at 1-8 to win the Daily News 2000,  

Empress Club suffered a shock defeat at the hooves 

of Fluent Stride after having to switch for a clear 

run. 

 

Empress Club’s below-par performance was quickly 

forgotten and her name never left the lips of racing 

fans. Glory beckoned again and she won her next 

few races in thrilling style: the South Easter Sprint, 

the Queen’s Plate, the J&B Met and the First  

National Bank 1600. 

 

Starting at 16-10 in the 1993 J&B Met, she beat the 

star colt Flaming Rock by 1,9 lengths and Rupert 

Langerman wrote in the Cape Times: “She left the 

impression that she is racing on a more elevated 

plane than her rivals.’’ 

 

Empress Club was named ARCSA Champion 2YO 

Filly in 1990; Horse of the Year &  Champion 3YO 

Filly in 1991 and to crown her great career she was 

Champion Older Female in 1992. She won 17 races 

in total, including six Grade 1’s. 

Exported to race in the US in September 1993,  

Empress Club won the $100 000 Hillsborough 

Handicap (Grade 3) at Bay Meadows. 

 

At stud, Empress Club failed to produce a top horse 

from several foals, but her memory will live on. She 

is one of the best fillies ever to race in South Africa.  

 

A true champion among champions, the massive-

striding filly once dubbed “The Galloping  

Goldmine”, died in December 2004. 

Come rub shoulders and talk 

horses at Emperors tonight 

COME and say hello to your favourite breeders and 

racing personalities at the CTS’ Select Sale Cocktail 

Party at Emperors Palace tonight. Klawervlei’s 

Johnny Koster will be there till late, but Avontuur 

Stud’s Pippa Mickleburgh is normally in bed by 

730, so make sure you get there when it starts at 

6pm. All clients welcome, RSVP Amanda Carey on 

amanda@cthbs.com. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Jooste’s four English Oaks entries 
 

LEADING South African owner Markus Jooste is slowly 

spreading his wings internationally with horses racing in 

Australia, Europe, England and Ireland. 

 

Last Friday, 54 horses were entered for the Gr1 Investec 

Oaks, the premier English fillies’ Classic and highlight of 

Ladies’ Day at Epsom Downs on Friday, June 2, day one 

of the Investec Derby Festival, with Jooste having  

connections with four of the Oaks hopefuls. 

 

He has three in conjunction with Europe’s top owners John 

Magnier, Michael Tabor and Derrick Smith and one in his 

own right. 

 

Key To My Heart, Longing and Pocketfullofdreams are 

owned in partnership with Sue Magnier, Michael Tabor 

and Derrick Smith and trained in Ireland by Aiden 

O’Brien. 

 

The Sky Is Blazing races in the familiar Jooste silks and is 

trained in England by William Haggas. 

 

Ireland’s champion trainer O’Brien has won the latest two 

renewals of the Oaks, with Minding (2016) and Qualify 

(2015), and been successful six times in all. He has the 

most entries (12) of any handler in 2017.  - Racenews. 

Pocketfullofdreams (FR), Oaks prospect. 

THERE is still time to enter the Turf 

Talk Trivia # 3, in which you can win 

a case of Avontuur Estate’s finest 

wines. Tell us which SA owner has 

already had 85 winners this season, 

then send your name and the name of 

one new subscriber to us on the mail 

editor@turftalk.co.za.  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

