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Incompétence flagrante! 

How France Galop botched Havlin drug charge 

Edouard de Rothschild (second left) and confidants at France Galop.  

WHEN sports celebrities vehemently deny “dope” 

charges one is inclined to respond, “yeah, right!”, 

but in the case of leading UK jockey Robert Havlin 

the circumstances suggest that Havlin should be 

receiving perhaps even more than the  

normal benefit of doubt. 

 

It appears that France Galop, the French  

Horseracing Authority chaired by Edouard de  

Rothschild and with an annual turnover of €9-

billion, made several procedural mistakes in the 

Havlin case – a sequence of errors nothing short of 

embarrassing and not sure to stand up even in what 

is considered to be their own biased courts of law. 

 

On October 30 last year, Havlin had a urine sample 

taken at Saint Cloud racecourse, near Paris. But the 

Daily Telegraph reported yesterday that, in breach 

of the France Galop rules, neither the doctor‟s name 

nor his stamp were entered on the test form.  

 

By normal legal accounts, this omission invalidates 

the test. But, laughably, France Galop says Havlin 

should have raised an objection to its breach at that 

time. In other words, it was the responsibility of the 

jockey to make sure it followed its own protocol. 

The next failure, however, is much more significant. 

France Galop‟s rules state that the sampling equip-

ment must be validated and verified.  For example, 

paperwork must be completed, confirming who  

supplied the test-taking equipment, its source, the 

uncontaminated opening of the equipment etc.  

 

The Telegraph has confirmed, however, that this did 

not happen on October 30 at Saint-Cloud and the 

necessary paperwork was not filled in. Upholders of 

natural justice would say that is a catastrophic failure 

of procedure and that should be the sorry end of this 

matter. 

 

The French case is that cocaine, morphine,  

temazepam, oxazepam and nordiazepam were found 

in Havlin‟s sample. When Havlin asked for a „B‟ 

sample to be analysed, France Galop „forgot‟ to test 

for all of the above except cocaine. While there were 

legitimate medical grounds for the last three being 

present – Havlin had a back injury – France Galop‟s 

extraordinary approach to this case renders them  

irrelevant. 

 

Havlin volunteered a hair sample to be tested by a 

laboratory recognised by the French  (to page 2) 
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FRANCE GALOP AND HAVLIN 
 

authority. The sample confirmed that Havlin had 

not, and could not have, actively consumed cocaine 

prior to, or on, October 30. 

 

Havlin volunteered a hair sample to be 

tested by a laboratory recognised by the 

French  authority. The sample confirmed 

that Havlin had not, and could not have, 

actively consumed cocaine prior to, or 

on, October 30. 
 

Unlike the British Horseracing Authority (BHA), 

France Galop does not have a threshold level for 

cocaine, so it cannot distinguish between someone 

unknowingly coming into contact with cocaine – for 

example handling an average contaminated £20 note 

– and actively taking the drug. 

 

When one moves on to consider the proportionality 

of the jockey‟s ban, things go from bad to worse. 

His initial ban was for six months. But his  

punishment for appealing the ban has been two 

months and 10 days – never mind the costs! 

 

Havlin‟s licence to ride was suspended on January 

26 and France Galop attempted to stop him raking 

over its incompetence and appealing by extending 

his initial six-month ban until after it had thrown his 

appeal out. That cannot be considered to be  

proportional. Reasonable people might concur it 

smacks of an attempted cover-up. 

 

At his own expense, Havlin is now challenging 

France Galop in the French courts in an attempt to 

clear his name, and has the firm public support of 

UK Champion Trainer John Gosden, who has   

employed Havlin for 17 years and said the jockey 

had been the victim of "a gross miscarriage of  

justice". 

But, in the current Brexit political climate, what are 

the chances of an Englishman getting the decision 

of an official French sporting body overturned?  

Practically, the threat of a reciprocal ban in the UK 

is the next real threat to his livelihood. 

 

The BHA will be relieved that it has an independent 

disciplinary panel to decide whether this ban should 

be reciprocated. The panel‟s brief will not be to 

consider the merits of Havlin‟s case or what the 

judgment would have been here. Instead, it will be 

based on France Galop‟s procedures and grounds of 

natural justice (or lack of). It will also consider the 

proportionality of the penalty imposed. 

 

In light of the flagrant breaches of procedure, the 

BHA should be examining its reciprocal links with 

France as a matter of urgency; not just sweeping the 

affair under the carpet to preserve entente cordiale. 

 

The BHA may feel that its independent disciplinary 

panel gives it clear water between Havlin‟s ban  

being reciprocated and France Galop‟s behaviour. It 

should not be confident, however, that the sporting 

world‟s perception of it will not be tarnished  

beyond repair if this outrageous breach of natural  

justice is extended. -  Extracts from The Daily  

Telegraph/Charlie Brooks. Photo originally  

published  on equida.fr. 

Sunday Times to cover  

stolen horses story 
 
THE Sunday Times (Cape) Bureau Chief, Dave  

Chambers, has contacted Turf Talk for a photo of 

Wavin‟ Flag, one of the horses taken in a theft last 

week, and recovered. It will be interesting to see what 

kind of sensational spin The Times puts on the story, 

and whether they will disgrace the SA Racing Industry. 

We suspect their interest was fuelled by anti-animal 

cruelty activists and a few agenda-driven zealots in the 

Cape community. We‟re hoping they stay neutral.  - tt 

https://tellytrack.com/
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TWO-time Eclipse Award-winner Tepin (USA) has been 

retired from racing. 

 

Owner Robert Masterson said of his six-year-old mare by 

Bernstein: “Tepin is being retired. There is nothing  

physically wrong with her. She just isn't interested in run-

ning any more. There are no plans to breed her this year. 

It's too late, and we've not made any decision on her future. 

 

“Tepin has done so much for us. She's done everything she 

can possibly do. I think she's been one of the greatest turf 

mares that has ever been. She doesn't owe us anything. It's 

all about the horse. She owes us nothing, and if that's what 

she wants to do , that's what we're going to let her do.  

 

After earning her second turf championship for her  

incredible 2016 season – which saw her defeat a talented 

field in the Group 1 Queen Anne Stakes at Royal Ascot . 

 

Tepin was kept in training this year, with a plan to return to 

Royal Ascot once again. However, she missed a planned 

first start in the Endeavour Stakes at Tampa Bay Downs in 

February after a mild bout of colic. 

 

Tepin later refused to go into a work at Palm Meadows 

March 27, and was then moved to Churchill Downs for a 

change in scenery. After discussing their options in the 

time since, her connections decided that it would in her 

best interest to retire her. 

 

“After she refused to work at Palm Meadows, she was 

moved to Churchill to see if a change of venue would im-

prove her attitude towards racing, and she basically has no 

interest in it any more,” Masterson said. 

 

Tepin won 13 of 23 starts. Her six Gr1 wins included the 

Breeders‟ Cup Mile, Queen Anne Stakes and the Woodbine 

Mile. - Extracts from Paulick Report. 

 

Champion mare Tepin loses 

interest, retires from racing 
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 GET THE CHIRPS AND THE  

LATEST NEWS BITS ON TWITTER.  
 

FOLLOW US @turftalk1 

It’s been a testing few days for trainer Brett Crawford, but here he is at Kenilworth this morning  

putting a few horses through their paces—Magic Mountain in the background. There are some of us who 

would donate body parts to be doing this every day!  By the way, trainers, owners, breeders—please feel 

free to submit  photos and stories of interest to us.  Yes, we are pretty biased, we like to feature civilised 

racing  personalities who take the time to communicate freely, who answer phone calls and messages and 

who are not consistently strapped down by issues of sorts. As any experienced racing individual will   

confirm… this is a really loo..ong game! We welcome your contributions to  

editor@turftalk.co.za. (This pic by Roving Racing Fanatic Troy Finch. Thanks again, Troy!) 

Jackson’s full-brother on 

CTS Select Sale this Friday 

HERE is Highlands Farm’s full-brother to  

Jackson—Lot 157, Grab The Light, on offer at  

Friday’s CTS Emperors Palace Select Sale. 

http://www.wsb.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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