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HIGHLANDS Farm’s Mike Sharkey inspects his draft at last year’s CTS Emperors Palace Select Yearling Sale. 

Highlands have more quality and variety at the 2017 renewal of the Sale. 

IF the outstanding trade at the Inglis sale in  

Australia is any guide, vendors will be travelling to 

this week’s Select Yearling Sale at Emperors Palace 

with a spring in their step, suggests RINGSIDER of 

Racing Express. 

 

Cape Thoroughbred Sales are hosting the auction at 

the popular Casino Resort on Friday with the first of 

159 lots coming under the hammer at 4pm. 

 

The Inglis figures can only be described as  

sensational with a record average of Aus$355,875 

and Arrowfield Stud grossing $20 million – the 

highest to date by a vendor at an Australian  

Yearling Sale. Top price was $2.5 million for a son 

of Redoute’s Choice bought by Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Khalifa Al Maktoum. 

 

While the top price at Emperors won’t get near that 

figure, it’s clear that a number of top studs, in-

cluding Klawervlei, Summerhill and Highlands, 

have kept aside some choice yearlings for this sale. 

 

There should be big action at both the beginning and 

end of the sale. The very first lot is offered by  

Klawervlei (as agent) and is a Captain Al colt out of 

Grade 1-winning mare Nania. 

 

Three lots from the finish, Highlands will be  

offering a full-brother to Jackson, who retired to 

stud with six wins including three Grade 1  

successes. Presumably the reason this yearling  

wasn’t on the CTS sale in Cape Town in January is 

that he’s a late foal, being born in mid-November. 

 

The early lots include Summerhill Stud’s Visionaire 

filly, Cosmology, who is a half-sister to Ipi Tombe 

Challenge winner Intergalactic. Champion trainer 

Sean Tarry is certain to run his expert eye over this 

lot. (to page 2) 

An air of optimism around Select Yearling Sale 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Avontuur Farm have only a three-yearling draft but 

they include a Var colt who is a half-brother to both 

five-time winner and July-placed Chesalon and  

eight-time winner La Volta. 

 

Another yearling Tarry will be examining is the full-

sister to Safe Harbour – consigned by Highlands (as 

agent). Safe Harbour, a Durban July entry, won the 

Ready-To-Run Stakes at Kenilworth during the Cape 

season. 

 

Captain Al has 12 yearlings on the sale and they  

include a full-sister to Equus champion All Is Secret 

and Grade 1 winner The Secret Is Out. 

 

Interestingly, All Is Secret is represented later on by 

her first foal, a Dynasty colt consigned by Klawervlei 

(as agents). 

 

Other Dynasty progeny include a colt out of July  

winner Dancer’s Daughter, a colt out of Grade 1  

winner Give Me Five and a half-sister to five-time 

winner Sergeant Hardy. 

 

Silvano has six yearlings coming under the hammers 

of John O’Kelly and Andrew Miller and the former 

auctioneer will be selling a colt from Summerhill out 

of four-time winner Elegant Blush. 

 

Pomodoro carried the colours of Chris van Niekerk to 

a popular Durban July victory and Riverton Stud will 

be offering a colt who is a half-brother to Captain Of 

All, champion sprinter in the 2014-15 season. 

 

Late in the evening, Avontuur will be expecting some 

big bids for their Oratorio colt named Cue The Music. 

The youngster is a half-brother to Tevez and an  

11-time winning daughter of Var, Val De Ra. 

 

A Var colt out of five-time winner Fisani has another  

appealing pedigree, while Exquisite Touch’s Man 

O’War Sprint win has come at an opportune time 

to boost her half-brother by What A Winter. -  tt 
 

*** 

Cape Thoroughbred Sales and Emperors Palace 

will be hosting a Cocktail Evening at the Five 

Star D’oreale Grande on Thursday 20th April 

from 6pm, kindly RSVP by mailing 

amanda@cthbs.com if you will be attending.   

Master Sabina will improve 
 

DUAL Summer Cup winner Master Sabina is 

set to improve after his moderate comeback run 

in a Pinnacle Plate over 1800m at Turffontein 

last Saturday. The race was won by Go Direct. 

 

Trainer Geoff Woodruff assessed: “He’s an 

older horse, rising eight and last year he also 

took a run or two to come to hand. He pulled up 

with a little heat on his off-fore joint but that is 

not a concern, he is a sound horse. This was a 

disappointing run, I expected him to be  

alongside his stablemates and he didn’t, but he 

will improve for the run.”  - tt. 

Geoff Woodruff. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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A good day for the Horse in the US 

Brutal Force shows muscle in 

Computaform Sprint prep 
 

BRUTAL Force (Piere Strydom) muscled his way to an 

eighth score from 19 starts when outdueling  Highveld  

rivals in the  Hennenman Memorial Pinnacle Stakes over 

1000m at Turffontein, Saturday. He clocked 57,78s. 

 

A huge son of Western Winter out of exceptional mare  

Nacarat, Brutal Force has criss-crossed the country winning 

races in all major centres, bravely overcoming some grim 

physical setbacks in the process. 

 

Brutal Force is an imposing physical specimen to back up 

his potent pedigree. Bred by Lammerskraal Stud, he was 

sold at the 2013 CTS Ready To Run Sale for R4.5 million. 

The rejuvenated, five year old chestnut with an official 

merit rating of 112 is set to have another crack at the  

Computaform Sprint on Champions Day for owners,  

Mayfair Speculators. –tt. 

MONDAY was Patriots’ Day in the United States, a day 

where horses and riders are used extensively to  

commemorate the anniversary of the Battles of  

Lexington and Concord, the first battles of the American 

Revolutionary War. It’s a national holiday and  

observances and re-enactments of the battles occur  

annually in various cities including Lexington Green in  

Lexington, Massachusetts and the Old North Bridge in  

Concord, Massachusetts.  In the morning, mounted  

re-enactors with state police escorts retrace the Midnight 

Rides of Paul Revere and William Dawes, calling out 

warnings the whole way. -  tt. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battles_of_Lexington_and_Concord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battles_of_Lexington_and_Concord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lexington_Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lexington,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_North_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concord,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Revere#midnight_ride
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Revere#midnight_ride
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Revere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Dawes
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Horses found after theft  
 

WAVIN’ Flag and Maximum Flo, the two horses 

stolen last Wednesday from Jenny Millington’s 

Thoroughbred Horse Rehoming Centre (THRC) in 

Phillipi, Western Cape, have been recovered. 

 

While Wavin’ Flag was returned to THRC shaken 

and somewhat sore but relatively unscathed,  

Maximum Flo had to be euthanised following multi-

ple injuries sustained during his ordeal. 

The recovery on Friday followed a large-scale 

search for the two thoroughbreds which involved 

the SAPS’ stock theft unit as well as a private inves-

tigating team with all the modern technology at their 

disposal, hired by Wavin’ Flag’s former trainer 

Brett Crawford and part-owners Adrian Todd and 

Grant Knowles. 

 

Millington, who manages the rehoming facility on 

the property of the old Hyjo Stud, formerly owned 

by the late Hymie Maisel, said on Sunday: “I’ve 

been working here since the farm was sold about 

four years ago and we’ve never had an incident like 

this. 

“We have a stable area and three paddocks with 

three capable and caring horse handlers permanently 

in our employ. We’re in the farmlands, surrounded 

by bush and adjacent to other farms. The horses are 

peaceful, they have a relaxed and good life here. In 

previous years Mr Maisel’s broodmares and young 

horses walked around freely with no problems.” 

Millington explained: “Wavin’ Flag and Maximum 

Flo were together in their paddock on Wednesday 

afternoon. I gave them their regular lunch and water 

at about 12:45 pm. When I got back at about 3pm, 

as I always do, they were gone, taken. 

“The paddocks and the stables can’t be seen from 

the road, the perpetrators must have watched us 

while lurking in the bushes and they must have 

known our working habits.  

“They cut through the bushes at the back of our  

stable area to get away with the horses through other 

farm areas. They avoided the main farm road in fear 

of being spotted.” 

Millington said that there were presently another six 

horses at THRC, most looking to be rehomed to 

suitable owners. She said: “Some friends of ours 

just last week decided they would take Maximum 

Flo and they were making a donation. We’d been 

doing therapy on his back since January, he was a 

bit sore. 

“Wavin’ Flag arrived last October from Brett  

Crawford’s stables. Brett has looked after him, fed 

him ever since then. We’ve been looking for a new 

home for him.” 

Millington added: “There is absolutely no question 

of neglect here and the owners cannot be held re-

sponsible for what happened. To my mind, the issue 

is the theft of horses from our facility and what we 

can do to prevent this from happening again.” - tt. 

ONE girl used Easter Monday to bring some  

humour to her followers on Twitter. Note: She 

wasn’t really hurt, and she didn’t place this photo 

as an advert on Gumtree. 

 GET THE CHIRPS AND THE  

LATEST NEWS BITS ON TWITTER.  
 

FOLLOW US @turftalk1 

http://www.wsb.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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