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SAJA Chairman Tex Lerena at the Hennenman Memorial Statue 

at Turffontein, pictured in 2009. 

We won’t forget them! 
THE races at Turffontein’s standside track on Saturday have 

been named in honour of those who perished in the  

Hennenman air disaster, 29 years ago today on 12 April, 

1988. This is still regarded as the worst tragedy to have hit 

South African horseracing, devastating the lives of many 

people involved. 

 

The Turffontein raceday is held annually in memory of those 

who died in the plane crash in the Free State mealie fields 

when a United Airways charter flight came down near the 

town of Hennenman on its return from a race meeting in 

Bloemfontein. 

 

The Bloem meeting was due to have been held the previous 

week, with the racing party booked to travel on a scheduled 

South African Airways flight. 

 

But when rain forced the postponement of the meeting, SAA 

couldn’t accommodate a booking change and a plane was 

specially chartered to transport jockeys and officials to 

Bloemfontein and back again.  

 

Later, the logbook of the aged United Airways Dakota re-

vealed that it had not been properly  

serviced and maintained. Fuel leaked and a 

fire started in the starboard engine, later 

spreading to the fuselage. The subsequent 

inquiry failed to pin blame for the disaster 

on anyone, with United Airways having 

gone into liquidation in the interim. 

 

Many of the riders were under the age of 

22 and the tragedy resulted in an enormous 

pool of talent lost to the industry  

overnight. “Rooies” Fourie was the Trans-

vaal Champion Jockey at the time,  

Lawrence Riley was a pretender to the 

throne and rising star Warren Baillie was 

in the running for Champion Apprentice. 

 

Paul Whitmore, now an Australian  

resident, missed the meeting. His rides 

were taken by Danny Lombard. Rhys van 

Wyk rode at the meeting but decided to 

stay over, missing the tragic flight back. 

 

Twenty-four people died in the tragedy: 

 

Jockeys: Keith Basel, Lawrence Riley, 

Johannes “Rooies” Fourie, Warren Baillie, 

Bennie de Wet, Greg Holme, Douglas 

Roper, Danny Lombard, John McMurtry, 

Mark Nel, Michael Coetzee, Simon  

Rahilly and Gordon Sterley. 

 

Officials: Graham Kent, Dave Bullock, 

Henry Havergall, Ginger Masterton and 

Johannes van der Linden 

 

Owners: Jacobus Viljoen, Neville Blignaut 

 

Trainer: Hennie van Wyk 

 

A memorial statue donated at time by  

Emmanuel Cambouris and Dr Hilda  

Podlas and placed at the old Newmarket, 

was moved and still stands at  

Turffontein’s main entrance. - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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FIND OUR DAILY TWEETS ON 

@turftalk1 

He rode two Grade 1 winners in Mauritius and 

has a string of Grade 2 and 3 winners to his credit 

including the Green Point and Matchem on  

Roman Charger, Peninsula Handicap 

(Dunford),  Chairman’s Cup (Selous trained by 

Puller), Odessa (Joshua’s Princess), Sceptre 

(Joshlin) and J & B Reserve Stayers. 

 

Since his retirement he has been concentrating on 

building up his coffee machine business. 

Piet Botha returns to the saddle 
 

A number of jockeys have retired recently, but long-

injured Cape rider Piet Botha (40) has come out of  

retirement and rides two horses for Glen Puller at  

Kenilworth on Saturday – Love To Fly in the Juvenile 

Plate and Jay Rock in the Racing Association Maiden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Botha told Michael Clower of Gold Circle yesterday: 

“I resumed riding work on December 27. I wanted to 

ride one horse and see how it feels. I haven’t looked 

back since, and I aim to continue for as long as I stay 

fit and healthy. My weight is pretty good – I was 56kg 

when I stepped on the scales last Saturday.” 

 

A bad fall at Summerveld in 2010 ended his career the 

first time round when a broken rib caused endless pain 

and led to his being medically boarded with  

supposedly-permanent nerve damage. 

DAMIEN Oliver will join three other Australians 

when he heads to Mauritius to take up a riding 

contract next week. Oliver will ride at Saturday's 

Champagne Stakes meeting in Sydney before 

heading off for his latest stint on the island,  

joining James Winks, Steven Arnold and Ryan 

Wiggins.  

 

Oliver said he was not sure how long he would 

spend riding in Mauritius for trainer M.  

Ramapatee Gujadhur, who finished second in the  

Mauritian trainers' premiership last year.  

Oliver signs up for Mauritius 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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See her at CTS Select Sale! 

THIS is Star Vega (Lot 147) a half-sister to three winners, 

including Star Express, four wins and second in the Gr 1 

Majorca and 3rd in Irridescence Stakes; and Star Burst 

Galaxy, three wins and second in the Listed Breeders  

Guineas. Bred by Dr Ian Heyns, she is consigned to the 

2017 CTS Emperors Palace Select Sale on 21 April. - tt. 

Into the great unknown... 

TRAINER Alec Laird’s social media manager often 

comes up with some delightful photos on Twitter. Here’s 

a photo tweeted early this morning -  @AlecLairdRacing 

shows a lone runner going for pens practice at  

Randjesfontein, with horse and rider exposed to some 

early Autumn Fog. (For readers who don’t know: The 

pens are set up on the back straight and horses   

invariably ease into a canter not long after jumping from 

the stalls, there is control all round!).  - tt. 

 YOU’LL GET A GOOD RESPONSE ADVERTISING 

WITH FAST-GROWING TURF TALK 
Call Jo on  083 399 6353 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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http://www.kuda.co.za/

