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On 22 April, Turffontein Racecourse will welcome Her 

Serene Highness Princess Charlene of Monaco to the 

races on a day fit for royalty at the Johannesburg track. 

 

With the main event of the day, the R1-million Empress 

Club Stakes named in her honour, HSH Princess  

Charlene has chosen to also add her support to two other 

races on the programme with two lucrative Maiden 

Plates part of the day’s proceedings. 

 

Proceeds from the entry fees paid by the connections 

looking to be involved in each of those 1400m events 

will be paid over to the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

 

They are one of three beneficiaries on the day with the 

Red Cross and Gugu Lesizwe School also supported by 

Princess Charlene. 

 

The final fields for the respective HSH Princess  

Charlene of Monaco Maiden Plates will be determined 

by a ballot draw and announced next week. 

 

As far as the fashion stakes are concerned there is 

enough time for racegoers to put some thought into their 

looks for the day with the ladies attending encouraged to 

wear a hat or fascinator while the gentlemen will be  

required to wear top hats and tails or a black suit with a 

hat. 

There will be cash prizes on offer for the best 

dressed couples on the day which provides an 

incentive for racegoers to use their imaginations 

to come up with some inspired looks and  

perhaps adding a touch of red to tie in with the 

royal theme. 

 

Funds will also be raised for the various chari-

ties through the Diamond Drop raffle which will 

see a helicopter swoop over Turffontein  

Racecourse and drop a marker onto a panel. 

Should your ticket coincide with the number 

marked, you could walk away with a diamond 

worth R150 000 sponsored by Petra Diamonds. 

 

A number of hospitality packages, some of 

which include a Diamond Drop ticket, have 

been put together for the day while general  

access to the precinct on the day is R50 for 

adults and includes a R50 voucher and  

under-18s get in for R20. 

 

Tickets for the HSH Princess Charlene of 

Monaco Race Day are available from  

Webtickets through the following link http://

bit.ly/PrincessCharleneRD. -  tt. 

High fashion and high stakes 

THIS DAY IN SA RACING HISTORY 

 
ON 11 April, 2011 - a short six years ago -  

trainers Peter Miller, Vernon Rugg and Johan 

Myburgh dominated the meeting held at  

Flamingo Park, with four winners between 

them.  They’ve all passed away since and are 

fondly remembered. -  tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
https://www.worldsportsbetting.co.za/promotions.php?item=deposit
http://bit.ly/PrincessCharleneRD
http://bit.ly/PrincessCharleneRD
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FIND OUR DAILY TWEETS ON 

@turftalk1 

Braam remains on a roll! 

THE Backworth Stud Dispersal Sale, conducted on 

Monday by Bloodstock SA, turned over R4 658 000 

with a total of 82 lots sold at an average of R56 804. 

 

Long established as one of KwaZulu Natal’s truly 

boutique stud farms, Backworth have always bred 

for class and performance over the years and there 

was plenty of interest in the sale, which also in-

cluded lots from Janet Baker Properties, Spring  

Valley Stud and Summerhill Stud. 

 

Highest price was the R650 000 paid for #6, Cupid’s 

Daughter – dam of impressive recent winner Cuvara 

and in foal to the high-class Oratorio. She is a half-

sister to Australian Gr3 winner Generalife who ran 

third in the Gr1 Doomben 10 000. 

 

Form Bloodstock went to R500 000 for the well-

related Street Cry mare (#32), Street Wise, who is in 

foal to Var. 

Lot 82: Noble Tune yearling fetched R170,000 

Backworth dispersal turns R4,6m 

OWNER Braam Van Huysteen (left), remains on 

an amazing run of success. He led in his 85th  

winner for the season when Pyramus won by 9.25-

lengths at Fairview last week. On the photo, Braam 

poses with trainer Grant Paddock (right) and 

jockey Luyolo Mxothwa. He owns Pyramus in 

partnership with Greg Bortz and Bryn Ressell. 

Photo: Pauline Herman Photography: 

tarn2@hotmail.co.za 

 

TO win a case of Avontuur Estate wines in Turf Talk 

Trivia # 3, answer this: Which owner has had 85  

winners this so far this season? Send the answer, your 

name, and the name of one friend to subscribe to TT 

newsletter, to editor@turftalk.co.za 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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IT’s Camel Racing season in Dubai, for which the  

population goes absolutely wild, and Dubai Racing  

Channel’s Laura King snapped the pic above of what she 

called “camel jockeys in the weighing room” this morning. 

The reference is to small “robot jockeys”,  now commonly 

used on as a replacement for human jockeys.  

Developed since 2004, the robotic jockeys are slowly 

phasing out the use of human jockeys, which in the case of 

camel racing in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, United Arab  

Emirates, and Qatar, often employs small children who 

reportedly suffer repeated systemic human rights abuses. 

In response to international condemnation of such abuses, 

the nations of Qatar and the UAE have banned the use of 

human jockeys in favour of robots.   

The designs were modified to include more human-like 

features, including a mannequin-like face, sunglasses, hats, 

racing silks and even traditional perfumes used by human 

jockeys. The robots are aluminum-framed with a "thorax" 

about the size of a large book and contain small hinged 

arms that control the whip and the reins. The robot can 

also monitor and transmit the speed and heart rate of the 

camel. - tt. 

They’ll ride a mile on a Camel! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jockey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_camel_jockey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mannequin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunglasses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racing_silks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aluminum
http://www.tba.co.za/
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