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THE three-day Grand National meeting gets underway at 

Aintree Raceccourse north of Liverpool today and SA 

punters can have a flutter using all the regular betting 

types on Betting World and World Sports Betting. 

 

Colin Tizzard's popular chaser Cue Card , who fell at the 

third-last fence for the second successive year in the 

Cheltenham Gold Cup in March, will bid to win the 

Betway Bowl Chase (15:50) again after succeeding 12 

months ago. The Paul Nicholls-trained Silviniaco Conti, 

winner in 2014 and 2015, is among his rivals, and the 

Sporting Life are big on Gordon Elliot’s runner, Empire 

Of Dirt. 

 

Champion hurdler Buveur D'Air leads runners in the  

Aintree Hurdle (16:25), alongside stablemate and  

Cheltenham runner-up My Tent Or Yours and 2014 win-

ner The New One. On The Fringe and Pacha Du Polder 

head contenders for the Foxhunters' Chase over the 

Grand National fences (17:05). 

 

The line-up for 40 runners for Saturday's Randox Health 

Grand National will be named at about 12pm this after-

noon. -  tt.  

Aintree Festival starts 

with seven races 

It’s a massive day in Liverpool today! 

IT took a syndicate of international  

powerbrokers to outbid a Sheikh for top Lot 

honours on a strong Day 2 of the Australian 

Easter Yearling Sale at Newmarket today. 

Lot 178, a stunning Medaglia D’Oro x Hoss 

Amor colt from Yarraman Park, attracted the 

attention of a significant amount of top-level 

buyers wanting to take him home. 

In the end it took a partnership, formed just 

hours before the sale, between Coolmore, 

Stonestreet, Aquis/Bluesky and Unifaith to 

secure the colt for $2,400,000 from under  

bidder Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 

Maktoum. 

The price tag proved a further indicator of the 

strength and depth of the buyer market present 

at the sale, which has led to impressive overall 

figures. 

At the conclusion of Day 2, the sale’s average 

was $354,044, median $270,000, gross 

$79,660,000 with a healthy clearance rate of 

81%.—Inglis.com.au. 

Lot 178: Medaglia D’Oro colt. 

Buyers bid feverishly on 

Day Two of Inglis Easter 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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FIND OUR DAILY TWEETS ON 

@turftalk1 

The Royal Mail's Racehorse Legends stamps series 

goes on sale today. Here’s Frankel, in his Banstead 

Manor barn, giving his stamp the seal of approval!  

Kenny’s Refuge looks the right one at Vaal 

SCOTT Kenny, whose small string of horses performs consistently well, has two 

good contenders in Race 6 over 1400m at the Vaal today. Refuge (Piere Strydom) 

and Vulcan (Gavin Lerena) both have chances in a small field and Kenny said that, 

as the younger, improving horse, he had a preference for Refuge. 

 

He said: “Refuge is not a big, strapping horse, but he is athletic and doing well. This 

is his second run following a layoff but he should 

go well and I do believe he can give the old warrior 

Vulcan 4.5kg.” 

 

Of the others in the race, Geoff Woodruff’s three-

year-old Zouaves won his Maiden recently when 

running on well over 1400m on the inside track at 

Turffontein. “He’s also a three-year-old with  

improvement to come and must rate a danger to us 

here,” said Kenny. –tt. 

SA’s movers on TRC rankings 
 

MARKUS Jooste’s Mayfair Speculators is one of 

the biggest movers among racehorse owners on the 

TRC Global Rankings this week. 

 

Following Legal Eagle’s win in last Saturday’s 

Grade 1 Horse Chestnut Stakes, Mayfair moved up 

six positions to #26, entering the Top 30. 

 

Surprisingly jockey Anton Marcus dropped three 

positions, but he remains in the TRC World Top 20 

at #19. 

 

Mike de Kock, with two Gr1 wins last week, made a 

massive move from #112 to #80, while Sean Tarry’s 

steady climb reflects a further improvement of 10 

positions into the Top 60. 

The TRC Global Rankings are a measure of an  

individual's level of achievement over a rolling three

-year period.   They are based on the quality of the 

performances in Group and Graded races. There are 

about 1,450 qualifying races around the world every 

year. -  tt. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.worldsportsbetting.co.za/
https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/pages/how-the-trc-global-rankings-work/
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Stronach puts the ball in 

Sheikh Mohammed’s court 

SHEIKH Mohammed of Dubai, who has stated that he’d 

like to re-instate the US$10-million Dubai World Cup as 

the world’s richest race, has a $US6-million challenge on 

his hands. 

Fresh off the heels of the inaugural running of the $12  

million USD Pegasus World Cup Invitational, The  

Stronach Group announced Wednesday that the world's 

richest Thoroughbred horse race is about to get even 

richer. On January 27th, 2018, the world will again turn its 

attention to South Florida in anticipation of an  

extraordinary, new record-setting, $16 million USD purse. 

The 2018 Pegasus World Cup Invitational, to be held at 

The Stronach Group owned Gulfstream Park, is open to 

twelve domestic and international owners who will put in 

$1 million USD each for a spot in the starting gate. The 

additional $4 million USD will be contributed by The 

Stronach Group. 

“The 2017 Pegasus World Cup Invitational surpassed our 

expectations and we believe took the sport of  

Thoroughbred racing to an exciting new level”, said 

Belinda Stronach, Chairman and President, The Stronach 

Group. 

 

“Our company is committed to building on the  

momentum that was inspired by our Founder and  

Honorary Chairman, Frank Stronach. In 2018, we will 

bring an even bigger, more modern and unforgettable  

entertainment experience to a global audience.” - Paulick 

Report. 

Frank Stronach, $4-million extra to Pegasus World Cup. 

TO ADVERTISE ON TURF TALK WEBSITE OR IN OUR 

NEWSLETTER, CONTACT JO ON 083 399 6353  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
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