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Racing workers protest authorities in Paris 

French Racing workers, presenting their Pièces De Résistance in Paris. 

ABOUT 2,000 demonstrators on Wednesday took to the streets 

of Paris, France, to raise concerns about falling revenue for the 

French racing industry. 

 

French racing has high levels of prize-money, lucrative  

owners‟ and breeders‟ premiums and travel incentives, yet 

faces a shortfall in funding in the coming years as betting on  

horseracing, which stood at €924 million in 2016, has dropped 

to less than half the take on general sports betting. 

 

The protest march was organised by the Comité de Réaction 

des Jeunes Professionels de Filière Cheval (JPFC), representa-

tives from the thoroughbred and trotting industries, which  

account for more than 180,000 workers in France. 

 

They gathered in front of the finance ministry to lobby  

government to implement a long-term strategy to protect  

racing‟s finances. 

 

One of the chief concerns was that a live betting test by  

Française Des Jeux (FDJ), a state-owned lottery and betting 

company, would be allowed in 100 betting outlets in direct 

competition to the PMU, which funds 

French racing. 

 

However, as the protest commenced, it 

was announced that the test, which had 

been organised to start in April, will no 

longer be taking place. 

 

The French horseracing sector is among 

the most active and dynamic worldwide. 

It organizes more than 2.000 meetings a 

year with an average of 8 races per 

meeting proposing all disciplines: flat, 

jump and trotting. 12 000 of these races 

are opened to betting via the PMU. -  tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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The dishes they miss, you’ll surely pardon! 

THE Country Garden on Classic Day at Turffontein 

promises to be a delightful afternoon on Saturday, 1 

Ap r i l  w i t h  n o t  o n l y  t h e  t h r i l l i n g  

horseracing action lighting up the city track but also 

the food and entertainment capturing the imagination. 

 

It‟s also an excuse to dress up and turn heads with 

this event the perfect opportunity for the fashion  

forward to strut their stuff. 

 

Acclaimed restaurateur Thom Hughes is ready to 

wow racegoers in the Country Garden with his  

culinary delights and admitted he‟s looking forward 

to once again being at Turffontein on the weekend. 

 

„Fingers crossed the weather is good and more impor-

tantly the turnout is good,” Hughes, behind such  

Johannesburg institutions such as Perron, The Office, 

The Steamworks and The Griffin, said before  

elaborating with regards to what people can expect.  

 

“Good food done simply but well. Food that is both 

easy to handle, affordable yet of the highest standard. 

The Country Garden will be serving up some of the 

best food on the day.” 

Thom Hughes, Master Chef. 

The last time Hughes catered at the racecourse he 

was in his food truck and the success of that  

endeavour meant he had little to think about when 

approached again.  

 

“I decided to get involved again due to the success 

of the last event. The fact that it targets my exact 

clientele and it‟s the kind of event that I would go 

to. My family is also coming along on the day,” 

said Hughes.  

 

If you‟re making your way to Turffontein  

Racecourse then Hughes has a recommendation as 

to what to try from his delicious menu.  

 

“I would say the slow roast pork belly with red 

cabbage & apple relish served with rocket &  

preserved lemon aioli.” 

 

Mouthwatering stuff.  

 

The afternoon will see some of South  

Africa’s finest thoroughbred and riding 

talent battle it out for top honours in a 

number of feature races while the sideline 

action will result in one lucky person  

walking away with R20 000.  
 

There are also cash giveaways in the money 

shower as well as four R5000 vouchers  

throughout the day.  

 

Tickets for the Country Garden on SA Classic 

Day are on sale at Webtickets or available at the 

gate on the day. For more information call 011 

681 1796 or visit www.itsarush.co.za. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.itsarush.co.za
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Aintree bosses expect better pics! 
 

AINTREE Racecourse, Liverpool, are offering  

photographers a cash prize for capturing positive images - 

in a move set to clamp down on rogue paparazzi at the  

Aintree Jumps Festival that starts on 6 April. 

 

The Jockey Club, who own the course, have launched a 

photography competition with a cash prize of £1,000 for 

accredited photographers who capture “the excitement and 

spirit of the festival”. 

The British national media is often criticised for posting  

unflattering pictures of women enjoying Aintree - with the 

Daily Mail notorious for its sneery attacks on racegoers. 

 

Last year, a Liverpool mum became a viral sensation after 

writing an open letter to the paper, slamming their portrayal 

of women at the Grand National. It read: “I understand the 

Daily Mail every year attempts to out-do themselves in  

attempting to shame this city‟s ladies, but this article really 

has hit new lows.” 

 

A statement from the Jockey Club reads: “The judging 

panel will be looking for photographs that, in the opinion 

of the judges, capture the excitement and spirit of The  

Randox Health Grand National Festival.” - Liverpool Echo. 

Ladies Day at Aintree is on 7 April. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://wwwtba.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/

