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Mare with foal at beautiful Backworth Stud. 

The boys from Backworth Stud call it a day 
IAN Todd and Keith Russon, who have owned and managed 

Backworth Stud in Eston, KwaZulu-Natal, since 1993, are  

calling it a day. 

 

Beautiful Backworth, long established as one of KwaZulu  

Natal’s truly boutique stud farms, will be selling their  

impressive broodmare band at a dispersal sale conducted by 

Bloodstock South Africa at the farm on Monday, 10 April. 

 

The 96-lot auction will also contain lots from Janet Baker  

Properties, Spring Valley Stud and Summerhill Stud, featuring 

a number of well bred and performed two-year-olds, yearlings, 

weanlings, and fillies for stud. 

 

Russon told Turf Talk: “Breeding at Backworth started as a 

hobby for us and we did very well in good economic times, but 

it’s become harder and harder to keep our heads above water. 

The smaller buyer, the middle market, is all but gone and we 

don’t have the means to sustain the operation like the bigger 

farms do. Every time a politician makes a foolish statement, it 

affects us. 

“We’ve bred some super colts and  

fillies, but these days we’re lucky to get 

R180,000 for our best. It takes between 

R70,000 and R100,000 to raise them and 

get them to a sale, and that excludes the 

stud fees of stallions we have to visit. 

It’s hard to break square.  

 

“This is a poignant moment for us, but 

our decision only reflects a response to 

change. We walk away with a content 

sense  of achievement on the (...to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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TAB’s big likely pools 
 
THERE will be some great chances to win big with 
TAB on Classic Day, including a Pick 6 MEGA-
POOL that is set to soar past the R5-million mark. 
March 28, 2017 
 
The pool starts with a carryover of nearly R1.6 mil-
lion. Here are the highlights of the TAB betting 
menu on Saturday’s meeting at Turffontein: 
 
Race 2: BiPot Leg 1 – R22,174 carryover, likely 
pool R400,000 
 
Race 3: PA Leg 1 – likely pool R1,100,000 
 
Race 4: Pick 6 MEGAPOOL Leg 1 – R1,585,169 
carryover, likely pool R5,000,000 
 
Race 5: Jackpot Leg 1 – likely pool R800,000 
 
Race 7: BiPot TWO Leg 1 – likely pool R200,000 
 
Race 8: Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic – Quartet 
MAXIPOOL – R75,000 carryover, likely pool 
R600,000 
 
Race 9: SA Classic – Jackpot TWO Leg 1 – 
R122,000 carryover, likely pool R900,000 

BACKWORTH STUD 
 

track and in the relationships we have developed and 

enjoyed. The 48-acre farm itself has been on sale for 

six months, we will stay on here until it’s sold and 

perhaps one day in future start a small breeding  

operation in the Karoo. Horses remain always in your 

blood.” 

 

Among the top runners bred by the Backworth Stud 

are Gr1 Allan Robertson Fillies Championship  

winner Chocolicious (who subsequently had a 

Frankel filly fetch AUS$610 000 at last year’s Inglis 

Easter Sale), Gr2 Umkhomazi Stakes winner Colour 

Of Courage, and the high class stakes winners First 

Again, Raise The Bar, and Variometer. 

 

Recent high class performers bred by the farm  

include the record breaking siblings Humidor and SA 

1000m record-holder, Scandal. 

 

Covering sires for the above mentioned mares include 

the likes of Act Of War, Ato, Capetown Noir, Coup 

De Grace, Ideal World, Judpot, Linngari, Master Of 

My Fate, Noble Tune, Oratorio, Philanthropist, Quer-

ari, Soft Falling Rain, Toreador, Var and Dubawi’s 

G1 winning son Willow Magic. 

 

Russon is particularly fond of Lot 32 Street Wise (by 

Street Cry), who is in foal to VAR. The mare has five 

stallions in her second dam, including  

Hurricane Sky and boom sire Manhattan Rain. Street 

Wise produced a previous VAR foal that sold for R3-

million.  

 

He also mentioned Lot 6 Cupid’s Daughter (a young 

mare by Ad Valorem in foal to Oratorio) and Lot 7 

Dancing Royale, (mare by Danehill Dancer in foal to 

Capetown Noir).  View catalogue here. 

Street Wise, mare by Street Cry. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.tba.co.za/pdf/2017bsd_ped.pdf
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Frankel colt wins over 2400m 

ANDREW Balding sent out Count Octave, a well-related 

son of Frankel who holds an engagement in the Investec 

Derby, to get off the mark in the style of a promising  

performer at Wolverhampton on Tuesday afternoon. 

 

Third on his sole outing as a two-year-old at Goodwood 

last October, Count Octave is a half-brother to Treasure 

Beach, who was beaten a head by Pour Moi in the 2011 

running of the Epsom Classic. Balding’s charge was sent 

off the 30-100 favourite in the Betway Maiden Stakes over 

2400m. Jockey David Probert only really needed hands 

and heels as his mount ran out a cosy three-length scorer. 

 

David Redvers, racing manager for Count Octave’s  

owners Qatar Racing, said: "You never really know what 

you have got with these middle-distance types until they 

are on the track, but that looked a very nice performance. 

 

"Obviously we will be guided by Andrew and where he 

wants to go. We think he's a very nice horse, but whether 

he is a Derby horse, only time will tell. He certainly has 

the right pedigree and that was an impressive seasonal de-

but and we are on track." - Racing UK. 

Andrew Balding, trains Count Octave. 

 

The legendary Man O’War would have turned 100 years 

old today. Read more on www.turftalk.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://wwwtba.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za

