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Arrogate: What is fact, 

what is fiction? 
 

THERE is no such thing as a certainty, even after a race has 

been run, argues CHRIS SMITH on thorougbredracing.com. 

Smith looked at the four statements made about star colt  

Arrogate after his pulse-racing performance in Saturday’s Gr1  

Dubai World Cup and seems to suggest that we all take a “chill 

pill” before agreeing with sometimes outrageous, sometimes 

inaccurate statements about horses. What is true, and what is, 

er... half-true? 

 

Statement 1: 

Arrogate is the world’s highest earning racehorse ever. 

Fact: 

He is not, may still become this, however. That honour, at this 

time in world currency space, belongs alternatively to the  

Japanese pair, Orfevre and Gentildonna, who occasionally 

switch positions with the fluxuation of exchange rates. 

The database at Equibase sees it this way: 

 

Orfevre: $19,005,275 

Gentildonna: $18,468,392 

Arrogate: $17,084,600 

Statement 2: 

Arrogate is the best horse Bob Baffert 

has trained in his career. 

 

Fact: 

An emotional Baffert said on Saturday: 

“That’s the greatest horse I’ve seen since 

Secretariat. That was like the movie 

Seabiscuit.” Does that make Arrogate the 

best horse he’s trained, then? Better than 

2015 Triple Crown winner American 

Pharoah? Yes, unless Baffert changes his 

mind when pressed about it. 

 

Statement 3: 

Arrogate is currently the best horse in 

the world. 

 

Fact: 

Most Australians will argue that this  

honour belongs to the star mare Winx, 

rated 130 by Racing Post as opposed to 

Arrogate’s 128+ after the DWC. 

 

Statement 4: 

Arrogate is the best horse ever owned 

by Juddmonte Farms. 

 

Fact: 

The late Sir Henry Cecil said about  

Juddmonte-owned Frankel: “He’s the 

best I’ve ever had, the best I’ve ever 

seen. I’d be very surprised if there’s ever 

been anything better.” 

 

Will we ever really know? - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.thoroughbredracing.com/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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FIND OUR DAILY TWEETS ON 

@turftalk1 

Alexander the versatile makes his mark in Dubai 

PUNTERS will remember Alexander (Zaan) 

Thompson as one of the better apprentices of his 

time around 2000/1. 

 

Weight problems got to Zaan in 2005 and his  

opportunities faded, leading to an early retirement 

from SA racing, but he decided to make a living 

for himself in Dubai and on his Facebook page 

describes his occupational timeline as... “From 

Jockey to Trackwork Rider and Stall Handler and 

now Outrider/Pony Rider...” 

 

Zaan is highly regarded in the UAE and gets to 

work with the best these days, apparently the very 

best. On the top photo he is on his Lead Pony, 

meeting  a certain World Cup contender named 

Arrogate, a horse they had the pleasure of  

accompanying during the entire Dubai World Cup 

week. Even when they’re not officially riding, our 

world-class jockeys make us proud! - tt. 

Zaan Thompson (right) and his Lead Pony had to keep Arrogate in check, in Dubai. 

Gr1 SA Classic betting:  

12-10 Al Sahem; 2-1 Heavenly Blue; 7-1 Janoobi; 

10-1 Tilbury Fort; 12-1 Furiosa; 16-1 Alaadel; 20-1 

Unagi, Kampala Campari; 33-1 Crowd Pleaser. 
 

Gr1 Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic betting:  

1-1 Smiling Blue Eyes; 5-1 Orchid Island; 11-2 Safe 

Harbour; 7-1 Al Hawraa; 10-1 Captain  

Gambler; 16-1 Maleficent, Babbling Brooke, Bi 

Pot; 25-1 Belle Rose; 40-1 Being Fabulous,  

Oriental Oak; 50-1 My Friend Lee, Philae.  

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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BSA’s good feature weekend 
 

THIS past weekend proved one to remember for  

Bloodstock South Africa and its past graduates. BSA-sold 

thoroughbreds lifted no fewer than three South African  

features.  Another graduate impressed when making it two 

wins from as many outings at Scottsville on Sunday. 

 

First BSA sold thoroughbred to pick up a feature this past 

weekend was the Riyo Stud bred Precious Pansy, who 

made a winning debut for Gavin Smith and Chase Maujean 

in the Listed East Cape Fillies Nursery at Fairview, Friday. 

 

A R120 000 buy from the 2016 National Two Year Old 

Sale, when consigned by Ascot Stud, Precious Pansy races 

for Mr and Mrs Johnson in partnership with Dr Nhlapo. 

 

The second BSA graduate to pick up a feature was Geoff 

Woodruff’s promising three-year-old Pagoda, who stamped 

himself a G1 SA Derby contender with a powerful per-

formance in Saturday’s Listed Derby Trial at Turffontein. 

 

Owned by Messrs Kuben Gengan and Rajen Devan and 

Mrs Louw (in partnership with their trainer), Pagoda is a 

son of the Scott Bros’ highly successful Storm Cat sire 

Mogok, who has five quality lots on offer at the 2017 NYS. 

 

Third of the trio of BSA graduates to land a feature was the 

Ascot Stud bred Seattle Singer. An own sister to G1  

winning sprinter Gulf Storm, Seattle Singer stamped  

herself as an attractive stud prospect when picking up Sat-

urday’s G3 Sycamore Sprint for trainer Corne Spies and 

owners Messrs Van Huyssteen, Englezakis and McNab. 

 

Seattle Singer, runner up to champion Always In Charge in 

last season’s G1 Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion, lifted the first 

graded win of her career when scoring for Craig Zackey. 

 

By Ascot Stud’s ill-fated sire Sail From Seattle, Seattle 

Singer was a R600 000 purchase from NYS, 2015. Both 

Ascot Stud and Sail From Seattle have excellent drafts at 

this year’s National Yearling Sale. 

 

Yet another BSA purchase to impress this past weekend 

was the Varsfontein-bred Varallo, with the 2yo son of Var 

making it two wins from as many outings (despite being 

very green) when scoring at Scottsville on Sunday. Owned 

by The Fire Racing Trust, Varallo was a R2 000 000 buy 

from last year’s National Yearling Sale.  

 

His sire Var has a superb draft on this year’s sale, including 

siblings to such top class performers as Forries Waltz, Jet 

Set Go, Captain’s Flame and Fragrant Al, while  

Varsfontein’s outstanding NYS draft includes siblings to 

such G1 winners as Along Came Polly, Forest Indigo, and 

R4 million plus earner, Captain America.—BSA Media. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://wwwtba.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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