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ADVERTISE WITH US 

 
The TT Website has over 5,500  

active users; newsletter approaching 

600 niche subscribers 

PHONE JO ON 083 399 6353  

Working forums and debates needed to 

bring owners back to racing 

A combination of new owners and seasoned older patrons is what 

we need, says one reader.  (Photo: Green Street Bloodstock). 

TURF Talk reader Eric Wright gives his views on racehorse 

ownership in South Africa, the problems, and how to fix them. 

 

Thanks for a great magazine. It's always a good read. 

 

I really liked your article on getting the old-timers back into 

ownership (The Best Way To Die… but we can’t! TT NL 23 

March 2017).  Please forgive me if this mail is seen as out of 

line, but I would appreciate it if you would allow me to com-

ment on a subject one hears about all the time in the corridors. 

 

Firstly, I know that you have heard the views of the 5 people 

you may have interviewed, so I'm not wanting to duplicate any 

of the issues they may have raised. 

 

As an owner myself, in a small yard, I have been privy to other 

smaller partners in horses which have been the subject of 

'controversy' ranging from not paying their share of the keep to 

'unhappiness' due to non performing horses which have been 

known as cheapies. Or vice versa. Not 

all cheapies become Classic Flags or 

Igugu's. 

 

My comments are simply to put right 

unreasonable expectations of small in-

vestors in the game and also to give the 

trainer the freedom to plan a career for a 

horse that may suit the kind of horse in 

training and to be patient. So my  

comment in this regard would be not to 

expect an unreasonable overnight return 

on an investment that would exceed any 

other form of investment. And the  

Authority to Act, to me is a vital  

requirement for the game in favour of 

the trainer for it is the trainer you trust 

to get the best out of the horse and not 

many of us owners have that ability or 

experience. 

 

There may also be room for suggestions 

that small time owners should be  

'pre-screened' or 'credit checked' prior to 

his colours being issued to him by the 

NHRA.  

 

Although formal contractual arrange-

ments between owners and trainers are 

not necessarily common, (to page 3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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FIND OUR DAILY TWEETS 

ON @turftalk1 

Empress moves for Princess 
 

The Gr 1 R1 million weight for age Empress Club Stakes has 

been moved from 15 April to 22 April because Phumelela are 

hoping to be graced by the on course presence of HSH Princess 

Charlene of Monaco. 

 

The prestigious Turffontein Standside 1600m event for fillies and 

mares will also be named the HSH Princess Charlene Empress 

Club Stakes. Furthermore, the two maiden plate races of 

R250,000 which Princess Charlene sponsors and which were  

previously run on Peermont Emperor’s Palace Charity Mile day 

have been moved to this meeting. 

 

The later date of the race will be welcomed by Highveld trainers 

of top three-year-old fillies as this will give them three weeks 

recovery time after the Gr 1 SA Fillies Classic, which is to be run 

on April 1. On the other hand, the race will now be only two 

weeks before the Gr 2 Daisy Fillies Guineas at Greyville in KZN, 

which is to be run on May 7. 

Princess Charlene of Monaco. 

Good Bye to Terry Spargo! 

TERRY Spargo, the voice of Dubai  

racing for almost two decades, is  

preparing to call his 17th and final G1  

Dubai World Cup on Saturday. Spargo, 

61, will return to Australia, his country of 

birth. He rates the 2004 DWC as his most 

memorable call. 
Visitors to Mike de Kock’s Blue Stables in Dubai got an extra 

bonus on top of seeing some good horseflesh when Bryan 

Goodman (right), gave a Falcon show yesterday.  Goodman is 

the son of trainer James Goodman and is a resident of the 

UAE. Thanks to Gareth Pepper for mailing us this photo. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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LETTER: OWNERSHIP (from page 1) 
 

there seems to be a view that some smaller owners, buy 

small shares in cheap horses, expect them to achieve and 

then they can't pay their keep when the horses don't  

perform. This seemingly vicious circle can't be good for the 

game, if I'm correct. In these cases, the lack of adequate 

cash flow could lead to the detriment of the well-being of 

the horse and a disinterest in the game. 

 

However, I believe the intention of your article is to  

generate interest in ex-owners, but may be extended to new 

potential owners. As an owner, and assessing chances of 

horses, when one looks at other runners owned and trained 

and ridden by big time names, can be daunting in itself. 

Whilst this is positive, it would be nice to see new blood 

and new excitement in the game for the sustainability of a 

sport that so many of us love. 

 

Lastly the intention of this mail is that I believe there is a 

solution to all of these things. Can one imagine if the older 

ex-owner’s opinions were never sought, nothing would 

have come of it. 

 

It would be nice if a proper working forum could be  

established by relevant interested parties and authorities, 

where proper debate could ensure a workable plan of action 

to enhance the interests of the game at large. I'm quite sure 

that a useful and extended agenda could be put together for 

proper dialogue and if the positive interests of achieving a 

common goal is the order of the day, I believe progress can 

be made! 

 

Sincerely, 

Eric Wright 

Johannesburg 

On the Meydan Roof 

THE roof of the Meydan Hotel, adjacent to the racecourse, 

was the venue for Phil Giorgio’s annual dinner for visiting 

South Africans yesterday evening. Wayne Marks (left),  

Michele and Will Rix were among the guests. (Photo: Grant 

Knowles). 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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