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Whisky Baron jets out to Mauritius to 

start his global exploits 
SUN Met winner Whisky Baron has jetted out to Mauritius. 

The four-year-old will complete his initial three-month  

quarantine on the island in the second half of June and will 

then be flown to Newmarket, UK, where a further month is 

required before he will be allowed to race or go overseas. 

 

Whisky Baron has been earmarked for a campaign in the UK 

later this the year but his principal target is the Gr1 Longines 

Hong Kong Cup on December 10, the richest race in Hong 

Kong. 

Trainer Brett Crawford said: “It’s a long 

road to travel and so much has to go right. 

But, if it does, the plan is to prep him in 

England for the 2 000m race in Hong 

Kong.” 

 

The Longines Hong Kong Cup carries a 

total stake of HK$ 25 million and  

Ridgemont manager Craig Carey said: 

“It’s an invitation race and what happens 

is that you first enter your horse for it and 

then, if they are satisfied, you receive an 

invitation to run.” 

 

Carey added: “Dubai next year is up in 

the air but he could compete there too if 

he is well, the races are suitable and Brett 

is happy with him.” 

 

The Australian-bred Whisky Baron, 

owned by Craig and Ross Kieswetter and 

named after their father Wayne, is un-

beaten in five starts since being gelded in 

the middle of last year. He defeated Horse 

Of The Year Legal Eagle in thrilling  

fashion in the 28 January spectacle at 

Kenilworth, the culmination of his five 

straight wins. -  extracts from Gold Cir-
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A relaxed-looking Whisky Baron after checking in to his  

Mauritian flight at Cape Town International on Tuesday. 
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Track manager Stan Diesel 

dies in biking accident 
 

STAN Diesel, long-time Turffontein track manager 

and Phumelela’s General Manager Racing Opera-

tions until his retirement last year, died in a motor-

bike accident on his way back from the Cape on 

Monday. He would have turned 66 tomorrow. 

 

Diesel was still employed on a contract basis by 

Phumelela to help out at its various racecourses. 

Long-time colleague and friend Don Borchers said: 

“It’s a very sad thing that’s happened.” 

 

According to Borchers, Diesel started out as the hor-

ticulturist at Gosforth Park Racecourse in  

Germiston, “doing the gardens and helping  

Roy Casey with the track”. 

 

He continued: “When John Alexander moved across 

to Turffontein as CEO, he persuaded Stan to come 

across with him to do the gardens and help me with 

the tracks. A few years later, John moved me more 

into the buildings and Stan took more responsibility 

for the tracks.” 

Stan Diesel (middle), pictured in Singapore during a 

Track Conference in 2013 (Photo: Debbie Hawkins) 

Former Phumelela horseracing executive Patrick 

Davis, who now works for Weatherbys in England, 

said:  “Stan was the most knowledgeable track man-

ager I have ever had the privilege of working with. 

Not only was he the complete professional, but a top

-class guy to boot. He always had a twinkle in his 

eye and an incredible sense of humour.”  

 

He will be sorely missed by many according to Jo 

Henning, Racing Operations Co-ordinator, who 

worked with him for 17 years. “He had a very jovial 

approach to life. Socially, he was very entertaining, 

having everybody in stitches. And he was an excep-

tional mentor.” 

 

Diesel leaves his wife Michelle, sons Neil and Rick, 

step children Shane and Samantha and two grand-

children. Funeral arrangements will be announced 

later.—TAB News. 

LEADING trainer Scott Kenny has a new  

website up and running, and his 

www.scottkennyracing.co.za is worth a visit.  One 

of the most experienced horsemen in South  

Africa, Scott runs a yard for discerning owners 

and at present has several shares in Summerhill-

bred ready-to runs, available. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.scottkennyracing.co.za
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Mubtaahij draws 14-14 for DWC 

MEYDAN’s race caller Terry Spargo tried to offer words 

of consolation to assistant trainer Trevor Brown, who  

earlier today drew Number 14 (of 14), for Mike de Kock’s 

Mubtaahij in Saturday’s Dubai World Cup. “What can we 

do?” said a disappointed Brown. The sand track at M,eydan 

is one where the draw actually does play a significant role 

and it has come in for criticism this season. De Kock  

himself said in January: “If you’re not drawn on the inside 

or racing on the speed you may as well stay at home.”  The 

favourite, Arrogate, drew at Number 9. - tt. 

TWEETING from his first-class cabin on a flight  

somewhere over the US on Monday evening,  jockey  

Victor Espinoza said: “This is a good ride, but California 

Chrome was better!” He won last year’s Dubai World 

Cup on the now retired, big chestnut champion, but  

doesn’t have a ride in this year’s renewal of Meydan’s 

flagship event for thoroughbreds. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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