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17-year-old Kennedy rides 

his first Cheltenham winner 
 

TEENAGE sensation Jack Kennedy was in tears on 

Tuesday as he rode his first winner at the  

Cheltenham Festival. The 17-year-old, from  

Dingle, County Kerry, received a huge kiss from 

his mum Liz as he caused a big upset in the  

Supreme Novices hurdle on Labaik by beating the 

favourite Melon. 

 

The youngster only had his first ride at Cheltenham 

12 months ago and spoke of his dream to ride a 

winner after admitting that he used to bunk off 

school to watch it on television. And he didn‟t have 

to wait long to see his lifelong ambition come to 

reality as the 25-1 shot stormed up the hill to  

victory in the first race of the week. 

 

Surrounded by his family, afterwards he beamed: 

“That was definitely good (referring to his ride last 

year) but this is much better. “Words can‟t describe 

what it‟s like. It‟s a dream come true. 

 

“The main worry was getting him to start, but  

everything went smoothly. He didn‟t even think 

about it. Once we got him going I knew we had a 

fair chance.” 

 

But the youngster with the presidential name—but 

no relation to John, Ted or Byron — was lucky to 

be even riding Labaik today. His regular jockey 

Keith Donoghue announced on Monday that he was 

halting his riding career because of weight issues. –

The Sun, Ireland, edited. 

Jack Kennedy with his mother, Liz. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

KZN Breeders Club initiative 
 

The KZN Breeders Club have introduced a new  

concept called „Levelling The Playing Fields‟. 

 

This is a R1 million incentive scheme for horses bred 

in the province and who have a gross merit rating of 

78 or less, giving horses at the lower end of the 

handicap scale a chance of earning good money for 

their connections. 

 

In a unique concept, trainers are invited to nominate 

one horse in their yard that meets all the criteria for 

participation. 

 

General rules are that the horse nominated is KZN 

bred in terms of the rules of the KZN Breeders‟ Club 

rules. 

 

It must have a gross merit rating of 78 or less at the 

time of entry and has had a minimum of five runs at 

time of entry so their form is well exposed. 

 

Races will be run over 1200m, 1400m, and 1600m 

with the final run over 1400m. All races will be on 

the turf and to win the series the horse will need to 

be versatile and sound.  - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Brutal Force back to 

Jozi for another raid 
 

JOEY Ramsden‟s five-year-old Brutal Force 

(photo) who returned to winning form in the Vasco 

Food Trucks Pinnacle Plate over 1200m at  

Kenilworth recently, has been sent to Johannesburg 

to campaign in forthcoming feature sprints. 

 

Brutal Force, who has won seven of 18 starts  

including his only two runs at Turffontein, will be 

in the care of Ramsden‟s polished assistant trainer, 

Alson Ndzilana. 

 

Ramsden said: “Brutal Force won a nice race that 

day considering he had had a wind-op as well as a 

life-saving operation for colic, and I thought it was 

a good effort for a horse who can get up to 600kg. 

 

“With him it‟s just a question of freshening him up 

once he is fit but there are some good sprinters 

around this year whereas last year I thought that, 

with the exception of Red Ray, they were mostly  

moderate.” -extracted from Gold Circle, edited. 

 
THIS LITTLE BIRD IS THE ICON FOR 

TWITTER, WHERE YOU WILL FIND 

OUR DAILY TWEETS ON @turftalk1 

A number of leading stud farms will be represented 

at the 2017 March Yearling Sale, presented by CTS 

on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March. 

Klawervlei Stud, who have already produced 145 

winners this season and leads the Breeders‟ Cham-

pionship by almost R3-million, have 28 yearlings on 

offer including a single lot by Captain Al from a 

half-sister to Shoot The Booze; and four by Twice 

Over, the promising new kid on the block. 

Currently fourth on the log, Highlands Farm has a 

draft of 15, including yearlings by Pathfork and, 

Elusive Fort. Avontuur has consigned five foals. 

They include three by the prolific VAR. 

A sizeable draft from Normandy Stud (24  

yearlings), includes a filly by under-rated sire Count 

Du Bois from the family of Consensual, the dam of 

Cape Fillies Guineas winner, Just Sensual. Hemel 

„N‟ Aarde‟s 17-member consignment has a nice  

variety with yearlings by Gitano Hernando, Fencing 

Master and Alado to Jay Peg and  Elusive Fort. 

Variety too, is the key for the Birch Brothers of  

Vogel Vlei Stud with their renewed efforts at  

breeding the stars they became famous for. They 

have nine to choose from including a Twice Over 

colt from a well-related mare by Captain Al. 

With 20 yearlings by a number of stallions,  

Winterbach Stud has also gone for variety. Oldlands 

will bring 14 yearlings to the auction, including five 

by Montjeu stallion, Stagelight (IRE). 

The sale starts at 6pm on 18 March and 3pm on 19 

March. Viewing commences at Durbanville today. 

The catalogue can be viewed online, here. 

Variety at CTS Sale this weekend 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2017-mys
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Arrogate arrives in Dubai 

A tired-looking Arrogate arrived in Dubai from Los  

Angeles late yesterday for his tilt at the $10-million Dubai 

World Cup on 25 March. Bob Baffert‟s superstar will rest 

for a while in quarantine and Baffert said that his charge 

will do little real work when he gets to the Meydan track in 

the next few days. 

 

The trainer suggested that Arrogate was virtually ready to 

run and that the most the roan son of Unbridled‟s Song will 

do is a breeze or two ahead of the big event.  

 

Baffert has saddled two Dubai World Cup winners in  

Silver Charm in 1998 and Captain Steve in 2001. Arrogate 

is not only rated as the world‟s best racehorse, but he is 

also set to become the highest-rated horse to ever  

contest the showpiece event in the UAE. 

"You‟ve got to be really cautious, and you have to watch 

your horse every day," Baffert said. "The heat is a factor. It 

is long way to the track, he is not used to walking that far. 

We won‟t do a lot with him. We‟ll go easy with him." - tt. 

Hey, we’re the talk of the town and growing fast! 

SPEAK TO US ABOUT ADVERTISING 
TT Website has over 5,500 active users 

Newsletter approaching 600 niche subscribers 

PHONE JO ON 083 399 6353  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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