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Tarry: “You need more than sheer talent 

to win the Triple Tiara” 

Smiling Blue Eyes: Several pundits reckon it’s all over bar the shouting! 

CHAMPION trainer Sean Tarry and his team are 

understandably delighted that they have a serious 

2017 Triple Tiara contender in Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Khalifa Al Maktoum’s filly, Smiling Blue Eyes, 

though Tarry said this morning that he won’t be 

counting his chickens before they are hatched. 

 

There were several racegoers at Turffontein on  

Saturday, including two senior racing journalists, 

who opined that, “Phumelela may as well write out 

the Tiara cheques now!” – all hugely impressed 

with the hard-galloping grey’s super win from the 

widest of draws in the Gr2 Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng 

Fillies Guineas. 

 

Tarry’s reply to that: “We have a top filly here, 

we’ve always thought of her as a Triple Tara 

prospect, but it doesn’t all come down to talent. 

It comes down to getting everything right in the 

build-up to the next leg, and then repeating it for 

the third leg. 

 

“Mighty Blue Eyes is flesh and blood, it wasn’t 

by design that there was a long break between 

her win on Summer Cup Day and last Saturday.  

“Unforeseen things can happen, her poor draw 

was a factor too, my stable jockey opted for  

another mount in the race and Safe Harbour 

needed her run. 

 
To win a series like the Triple Tiara is  (cont on p2) 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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ROYAL Utopia (photo) was a 10th winner from 

only 56 runners this season for private trainer 

Candice Dawson at Turffontein on Tuesday.  

Dawson, at 17%, has the highest percentage of 

winners to runners in the country along with the  

formidable Johan Janse Van Vuuren who, like 

Dawson, is a prodigy of former multiple  

champion trainer Geoff Woodruff. Capetonian 

Shane Humby is a third trainer on the log with a 

17% strike rate. –tt. 

Dawson is showing her class TARRY 

 
about more than anticipating that your runner is better 

than the others and resting on your laurels.  

Many factors come into play. Much has to fall in 

place for it to happen and nothing is ever clear-cut.  

 

“I think, for example, that a filly like Wild 

Orchid is bound to get closer to us in the other 

two legs. The mile is her minimum trip, like it 

is for Smiling Blue Eyes. She’s a quality  

runner too.” 
 

Smiling Blue Eyes is a half-sister to, amongst others, 

the stallion Russian Sage (Jallad) and Gr3 Lonsdale 

Stirrup Cup runner-up, Sage Throne. Bought for 

R650,000 at the Cape Premier Yearling Sale (Book 1) 

in 2015, she has won 3 of her 5 starts for stakes of 

R542 875. 

 

The Triple Tiara is the richest series of races for  

fillies in Africa and a bonus of R1 million will be 

paid to the owner of the winner of all three legs of the 

series. 

 

Tarry said: “We’ve done very well with horses 

owned by Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al  

Maktoum so far. He’s bought us a few runners at 

sales and sent us a few he bred himself, like  

Al Sahem. 

 

“We’ve had the filly Tamanee, who won the Gr2  

Gerald Rosenberg Stakes, Smiling Blue Eyes, Al  

Sahem, who was arguably unlucky not to have won 

the colt’s Guineas on Saturday and Smiling Royal, 

who looks a serious filly in the making.” - tt 

DAVID Hayes-trained debut winner Earth Angel, 

provided her sire Animal Kingdom, the former 

Dubai World Cup winner, with his first win as a 

stallion at Ballarat Racecourse, Melboune today. 

 

It was more than 11 years ago that Earth Angel’s 

dam, Miss Finland, was taken to the same track 

for her first run and she duly saluted, easily  

beating rivals in a 1000m race. That victory was 

the first of 11 in a career that netted five Group 1s 

including the Golden Slipper, Thousand Guineas, 

and VRC Oaks. -  Racing.com 

Animal Kingdom off the mark 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 

Adam Marcus will send a 

small string to KZN 

TRAINER Adam Marcus, enjoying a good season with 17 

winners and 71 places from 159 runners, will be sending a 

team to Durban for the KZN Champions Season this year 

for the first time since his first season in 2012/13. 

 

He told Gold Circle: “At that time I was training a few for 

Mrs Oppenheimer. This time I have been allotted ten boxes 

and I will take between five and ten horses, depending on 

some whose merit ratings still need to go up. 

 

“It may be a small string but it’s an exciting one and the 

main hope is the Cape Summer Stayers winner Royal 

Badge who has the Gold Cup as his objective.”  

 

Adam’s father Basil won the 2008 Gold Cup with Desert 

Links. - tt. 

Royal Badge, Gold Cup prospect. 

NEWS from Johan Janse van Vuuren’s yard is that 

Doosra won't have to bat with a protective ball-shield 

from now on. He was gelded after his below par 8th 

place to Janoobi in the Gr2 Gauteng Guineas. “He’s 

been misbehaving,” said Janse Van Vuuren. -  tt. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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THEY’ve got a racing TV series running in the UK in 

which children of racing personalities interview their 

prominent parents in racing, with the brief to ask  

anything they want. 

 

One recent documentary featured former UK Cham-

pion Jockey Silvestre De Sousa, now enjoying a good 

stint in Hong Kong, interview by his son, Ryan.  The 

Brazilian wrapped up the 2015/16 UK flat title with 

132 winners and then lost to Jim Crowley in 2016/17. 

 

De Sousa, who also spent some time as the Number 

One jockey for Godolphin, is a celebrity in his native 

Brazil and the 12-year-old Ryan asks him in their 

Q&A: “Dad, now that you’re a celebrity, do you think 

it will go to your head?” to which De Sousa answers: 

“No, but I do enjoy being recognised.” 

 

Another question: “Dad, since you’ve followed my  

advice not to rush at the pens you are riding better,  

riding more winners, right?”  De Sousa: “Yes, I am!” 

 

A good idea, perhaps, to investigate something similar, 

produced in SA racing for flighting on Tellytrack. - tt. 

Racing family Q&A 

Ryan De Sousa, riding his own pony. 

Ryan De Sousa with his jockey dad, Silvestre. 


