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What’s better than winning races with an old horse? 

Pivotal Pursuit, winning at Turffontein on Tuesday. He’s not done yet! (JC Photos) 

FEW things give a trainer as much pleasure and  

satisfaction as getting the best out of an older horse. 

Gary Alexander conveyed his delight after his  

gelding Pivotal Pursuit, rising eight, beat a few very 

good sprinters in a Pinnacle Stakes over 1160m at 

Turffontein on Tuesday night. 

 

Pivotal Pursuit (7-1), ridden by Andrew Fortune, 

disposed stylishly of African Ruler, Just As I Said 

and Graduation Day, with champion sprinter  

Talktothestars also somewhere behind him. 

 

―He’s a beautiful horse, I just love him. He’s  

something exceptional and he has a good  

temperament,‖ Alexander said after the race. 

 

Fortune said he felt his mount had no chance in the 

early part, falling further and further behind 

Graduation Day and others who made a fast clip.  

The jockey said: ―At the 500m mark I had some 

hope, he’s something solid, I trusted him. He 

geared down and changed legs and at the 300m mark 

I felt we could run in the first three. About 200m out 

I was confident we could win it and we did, Pivotal 

Pursuit is a soldier. He’s as good as he’s ever been. I 

think he can win a Gr3 or even a Gr2 feature, even at 

this age.‖ 

 

Pivotal Pursuit is owned in partnership with Jimmy 

Sarkis by Aleander’s popular long-time patron Greg 

Sadie, who made a welcome appearance on course, 

dressed in the snazzy kind of outfit one will only 

find at his Desch clothing stores. 

 

―This is EFF Red,‖ quipped Sadie about his evening 

attire. ―I’ve been studying race for years, I watch 

racing every day and I’ve never seen a sprint handi-

cap won from this far back. What a ride by Fortune!‖ 

 

Pivotal Pursuit was bred at Drakenstein Stud. He’s a 

son of Pivotal from a mare by Pursuit Of Love and 

has won nine of 30 starts, five of them with Fortune 

as his partner. -  tt. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Gr2 Hawaii Stakes draws a small, quality line-up 

THE R400,000 Hawaii Stakes over 1400m at  

Turffontein on Saturday might only comprise nine  

runners but is a quality field. 

 

Saturday sees the running of the R1-million Betting 

World Gauteng Guineas (Grade 2) and the R500,000 

Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas (Grade 2) which 

are also the first leg of the SA Triple Crown and  

Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara respectively. 

 

Talktothestars is the highest rated runner in this Gr 2 

race but the best-weighted pair are Kangaroo Jack and 

French Navy. However, the horse to beat could be New 

Predator from the Johan Janse van Vuuren yard. He 

loves this course and has won both his races over the 

distance, including the Gr 2 Drill Hall Stakes at  

Greyville. 

 

The other Graded races on the Guineas Day card is the 

R250,000 Acacia Handicap for fillies and mares over 

1600m.—TAB News. 

Final field: R400,000 Hawaii Stakes (Grade 2) , 1 400m 

1 – 6 TALKTOTHESTARS (F C de Beer) R Simons 60.0 – 114 

2 – 9 KANGAROO JACK (G M Alexander) A Fortune 59.0 – 113 

3 – 1 NEW PREDATOR (J A J van Vuuren) G Lerena 59.0 – 110 

4 – 7 FRENCH NAVY (S G Tarry) W Marwing 58.0 – 111 

5 – 4 WILL PAYS (M G Azzie) C Zackey 58.0 – 107 

6 – 8 ROMANY PRINCE (O A Ferraris) R Danielson 58.0 – 103 

7 – 5 BULLETING HOME (S G Tarry) S Khumalo 58.0 – 101 

8 – 2 RAFEEF (M F de Kock) C Murray 58.0 – 95 

9 – 3 FORT EMBER (P A Peter) L Hewitson 55.5 – 104 

 

Same Trainer: (4,7) 

New Predator, big runner. 

Gr2 Guineas betting 

AUSTRALIAN imports Heavenly Blue and 

Furiosa are at the top of betting boards for Sat-

urday’s Gr2 Gauteng Guineas at Turffontein. 

Also in the race are well-performed and up-

and-coming classic horses including Al  

Sahem, Janoobi, Matador Man and Doosra. 

Sean Tarry (4 runners) and Mike de Kock (3) 

may dominate the race, though longshots like 

Unagi (Gary Alexander) and Chile Con Carne 

(Lucky Houdalakis), can surprise them. 

 

Betting World’s betting: 

7-2   Heavenly Blue (Aus) 

3.75-1 Furiosa (Aus) 

4-1  Al Sahem 

9-2  Janoobi 

5-1  Matador Man 

8-1  Doosra, Unagi 

10-1  Chili Con Carne 

25-1 Daffiq, Tilbury Fort 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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IN an unintended incident of musical chairs, Grant van 

Niekerk has been appointed first jockey to the powerful 

Plattner Racing team handled by trainer Andre Nel. 

 

Van Niekerk, 25, replaces his good friend Aldo Domeyer 

who on his behalf recently took over Van Niekerk’s job as 

first jockey to Candice Bass-Robinson. Van Niekerk has 

been sidelined since Met day by accumulated suspensions 

but says he will be back in action on March 11. 

 

Nel said on Tuesday: ―Grant is a natural choice. He is very 

talented, he can ride all the weights and he has already 

done well for us. We will have first claim on him.‖  

- Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

The Cape Jockey Swap 

ENJOYING himself in the snow at Gainesway Farm,  

Kentucky is Tapit, the three time champion American 

stallion. 

 

Coup De Grace (Klawervlei Stud), the only son of Tapit 

at stud in South Africa,  was a top class performer, whose 

wins included both the G2 Amsterdam Stakes and G3 

Bay Shore Stakes. His dam, G3 performer Home Court, 

is a daughter of multiple champion sire Storm Cat.  

 

Coup De Grace’s talented half-sister Dancing Rags,  is 

one of 109 three-year-old fillies who have been entered in 

the 143rd Longines Kentucky Oaks (G1) this year. 

Stakes.  - tt. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/

