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Retirement has not been a great venture for Sir Tony 

ANYONE who has ever known that their fiver 

would get every last drop of blood and sweat in the 

hands of AP McCoy wished him happiness and 

health in retirement when he called it a day in April 

2015. The documentary, Being AP, suggests that 

peace has been hard to come by for Sir Tony, since. 

 

The film was released on DVD last year and pre-

miered on BBC2 last Sunday – it follows, the great 

jump jockey during the last season of his career. 

This was the season in which injury and time finally 

got the better of him in a way few riders managed. 

 

McCoy says: ―I am a has-been. A retired sportsman. 

I may as well go away and die now.‖ He’s joking. 

Just about. 

 

 ―I am addicted to riding horses and to winning,‖ 

says AP. ―But it wears off and you have to go  

chasing it again. The adrenalin is in winning.‖ 

 

Much of the film centres on McCoy’s attempts to 

recover from or ride through the pain of an October 

2014 fall at Worcester where he sustained a  

shoulder injury.  

 

It shattered his dream of riding 300 winners in a 

season and finally convinced him to call it a day 

while still, more or less, in one piece. 

 

 ―I am not the one that is being weak, it is a part of 

the body that is weak,‖ said McCoy of the injury. ―I 

wanted to bang my shoulder off the wall to punish 

it.‖  Not the words of a man looking forward to the 

pipe and slippers. 

 

―His ability to control and manage pain is unique 

and bizarre,‖ says his wife Chanelle, a woman who 

herself appears to have quite the tolerance for put-

ting up with situations others might find impossible. 

 

An exchange about a post-retirement future finds 

AP questioning her, and himself, as to what on earth 

he might do with his time if he were to retire. ―You 

could pack a few lunches, take out a few bins,‖ she 

suggests. 

 

AP’s withering ―Seriously?‖ is exquisite, as is his 

reaction to his commercial manager’s suggestion 

that he might fancy a chance to become ―the face of 

a peanut butter advert campaign‖. 

 

He has instead taken up offers of media work – 

―The press? How depressing‖, in his words – (to p2) 
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SIR TONY 

 
as a Channel 4 racing pundit, which feels like 

a poor substitute for actually doing it. 

 

McCoy famously liked to start the season with 

a bang, notching up winner after winner while 

others were easing themselves into the  

unglamorous summer. ―I wanted to sicken my 

rivals as quickly as possible,‖ he says. ―It has 

always been all about the numbers.‖ This  

season, his future, must look long and wintry 

right now. 

  

— Extracts from article by Alan Tyers  

originally published in The Telegraph. 

HEYWOOD Bloodstock and Mayfair  

Speculators came away with a $280,000 colt 

(photo) from the first Australian crop of  

Montjeu stallion, Camelot, on the first day of the 

Inglis Premier Sale in Melbourne.  He is the  

second foal out of the Gr 2-placed Miss With  

Attitude (Galileo), herself a half-sister to the 

Listed-placed Oui Si Attitude (Bianconi), and will 

go into training with Joey Ramsden. “He just 

oozed quality from the first time we looked at him 

to the last time we looked at him,” said Stephanie 

Grentell of Heywood Bloodstock.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCTOR Ian Heyns has more than made his presence 

felt as a breeder –and as one of the Cape’s best known 

equine vets. Ian, who played a major role in forming the  

Drakenstein Vet Clinic, has bred a number of high class 

performers- from a small number of mares. 

 

Among the top performers bred by Dr Heyns are former 

G1 SA Derby winner and R2 000 000 plus earner Seal, 

recent G1 Klawervlei Majorca Stakes runner up Star Ex-

press, and Aloe Handicap winner Star Burst Galaxy. 

 

Ian will offer four quality lots at the upcoming Cape 

Yearling Sale, on March 16th, where he will offer four 

high quality colts. (cont  p3) 

―The Doc‖ has nice draft at 

BSA’s March Yearling Sale 

Dr Ian Heyns. 
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 IAN HEYNS 
 

First of the Heyns draft is a colt by South Africa’s current 

leading sire of 2yos Sail From Seattle. This colt is from the 

same family as Winter Oaks winner Cause To Believe, 

whose very first runner, Believethisbeauty, recently made 

a promising debut At Kenilworth. 

 

Second of the Dr Heyns draft is a colt from the first crop 

of the magnificent Master Of My Fate, whose six wins 

included the G2 Premier Trophy and G2 Peninsula Handi-

cap. This colt (lot 12) is a half-brother to 3 winners.  

 

Very promising sire Philanthropist (whose daughter Hot 

Kiss is in line for a possible Sovereign Award in Canada 

this year) is sire of 15 –a colt out of a winning half-sister 

to the dam of the Heyns bred G1 SA Derby winner Seal 

and recent feature race winner Fifty Cents (who also  

contested the 2017 G1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate). 

 

Final lot in this draft is a colt (Lot 67) by former Irish 

Champion 2YO Pathfork out of a mare by the latter’s close 

relative and triple champion sire Redoute’s Choice. –BSA 

WOW! Check out the stallions in this 1979 brochure 

from Clairborne Farms. Now that was a a truly world-

class band. Actually, a Universal-class band of sires! 
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