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THERE are seven women who compete regularly with about 30 male jockeys at Laurel Park in Maryland. “The  

trainers are always going to see the males as being stronger,” said Amelia Green (second left), but in Maryland, 

“they don’t judge you by your sex. They give us a chance.” 

Maryland track launches novel concept to  

attract new racehorse owners 
THE Maryland Jockey Club near Laurel, Maryland, 

will launch the innovative ―Fantasy Owners’ Day‖ on 

Saturday 18 March, in a bid to introduce more racing 

fans to the Thoroughbred ownership experience. 

 

Participants will be able to participate in a Q&A  

sessions with the region's top racing partnerships,  

racing officials and horsemen. Also, they will be  

randomly paired to a horse entered for a race on the 

day, and will then enjoy all the same amenities  

afforded to the connections of that horse - including 

access to the parade ring and the winner's circle. 

 

"This truly is a rare and unique opportunity for the 

public to experience Thoroughbred racing like never 

before," said Sal Sinatra, the president of the Maryland 

Jockey Club. "Our sport is growing in  

Maryland. Our market is expanding. Not only 

do we want people to come out to see our  

renovated facility and enjoy a day at the races, 

but we want them to experience the thrill of  

watching their horse race.  The response to  

Fantasy Owners' Day has been incredible.‖ 
 

 

The Racing Association conducted an introduction 

to racing, aimed at any interested new fans, a few 

years ago – a race day guided tour to the start and 

the stipes’ boardroom, and a luncheon. ―We haven’t 

done this in a while, but interested parties are  

welcome to book an introduction by phoning 

Phumelela. We will accommodate all queries,‖ said  

Larry Wainstein of the RA. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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THE TIPPING LINE 
by Rob Champion 

 

Expert selections daily (excluding Flamingo Park). 

    Selections consist of Bi Pot/Place Accumulator/ 

    Jackpot/Pick 6/Best Bet/Value Bet. 

     

SMS your choice of venue i.e. Cape, KZN, Gauteng 

or PE to 42003.   From 10.30am.  R30. 

THE photo above was taken of Charismatic (USA) 

last Saturday evening, just a few hours before he 

died unexpectedly on Sunday. 

 

The former Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes 

winner and 1999 US Horse Of The Year, whose bid 

for the Triple Crown ended with a dramatic leg  

injury as he neared the finish line in the Belmont 

Stakes, died at Old Friends Farm farm in George-

town, Kentucky. ―The stallion ate all his food  

Saturday and looked fine. We are inconsolable,‖ 

said Michael Blowen, President of Old Friends 

Farm.  

Stallion Charismatic dies 

Boland Stud offers half-sister 

to The Merry Widow 
 

EUGENE Freeman’s Boland Stud has bred a really 

smart filly in the form of The Merry Widow, who 

picked up the third feature race win of her career 

when victorious in the Breeders’ Guineas Plate at 

Fairview on Friday. 

 

Trained by Justin Snaith for owners, the Drakenstein 

Stud, The Merry Widow came with a late rattle, un-

der in-form jockey Gavin Lerena, to land the 1400m 

feature by three parts of a length over Hurricane 

Shelley, with Star Burst Galaxy another short neck 

away in third. 

 

A daughter of former champion sire Captain Al, The 

Merry Widow (a small filly with a huge heart) has 

now won four times (with the majority of her wins 

coming in features) and won’t stop here! 

  

One of the best 2yo fillies trained in the Cape last 

season, the three-year-old Pocket Rocket won her 

first three races on the bounce last season, with The 

Merry Widow’s victories including both the Listed 

Perfect Promise Sprint and Listed East Cape Fillies 

Nursery, and she also finished close up in the G3 

Kenilworth Fillies Nursery and G2 The Debutante. 

 

Her breeder Eugene Freeman says of the filly, ―She 

was a very small filly as a yearling, but beautifully 

put together and full of quality. ― 

 

Boland Stud are thrilled to offer a Master Of My 

Fate half-sister to The Merry Widow at the 2017 

National Yearling Sale. Dam of The Merry Widow 

and the Master Of My Fate filly (described by 

Eugene as magnificent) is Jallad matron Miss Kiri 

who has a 100% strike rate to date, all four of her 

runners having won.—BSA. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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REACH THE LEADERS OF OUR NICHE MARKET:  

Phone Jo to place your advert: 083 399 6353  

Twice Singapore Horse Of The Year Rocket Man  

(photo) arrived in South Africa recently - he is in  

quarantine and is set to enjoy a deserved retirement in 

the equine friendly surrounds of trainer Mike  

Stewart‟s „The Dunes‟ training centre at Noordhoek on 

the Cape Peninsula. The champion, who carried  

international owner Fred Crabbia‟s famous black and 

red silks to 20 wins, five seconds and one fourth from 27 

starts, stepped down with stakes earnings in excess of 

$6.7 million – the highest ever made by a racehorse in 

Singapore. -  tt. 

THE Supplementary Catalogue for the Shongweni Sale is 

now available online by clicking here. 

The sale will be held on Wednesday, 22nd February 2017 

at Shongweni Polo Grounds, commencing at 11:00. 

Shongweni Sale tomorrow 

This day in SA Racing History 

FIVE years ago, on 21 February 2012, “Erasmus Day” 

happened when trainer Chris Erasmus (photo) saddled 

two winners at the Vaal and a third at Greyville on the 

same day. Trainer Leon Erasmus (not related), also  

enjoyed a Vaal double. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/pdf/2017sms_supplimentry.pdf

