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WILGERBOSDRIFT‟s new resident stallion Flower 

Alley had to be forced into this world and he‟s come 

a long way since his birth in Lexington, Kentucky 

on 7 May 2002. 

 

Emilie Fojan, breeder/trainer at Bona Terra Stud and 

her partner, George Brunacini, had to load the  

heavily pregnant, then seven-year-old dam Princess 

Olivia onto a horse van to get her to the Hagyard  

Equine Hospital. She was in labour, but Flower  

Alley was hopelessly stuck! 

 

Fojan recalls: “His head was tucked under, and we 

just could not get his head up and get him out of the 

mare. George was holding the mare in the back of 

the van, and I drove. Dr. Michael Spirito at Hagyard 

was a friend of ours, and he really, really worked on 

her. They pretty much had to cut him out of the 

mare, and when they got the baby out, he was 

alive.” 

 

Almost exactly 10 years later, on May 5, 2012, 

Flower Alley became the sire of a Kentucky Derby 

winner, thanks to his son I‟ll Have Another. 

 

“When you save a baby, it‟s almost like you change 

history,” said Fojan. “If you didn‟t save this baby, 

you wouldn‟t have this stallion. And now he has a 

Derby horse.” 

 

Fojan actually had two Derby horses to root for in 

2012, and both did her proud. In addition to her con-

nection to the Derby winner through Flower Alley, 

Fojan also raised third-finisher Dullahan for her 

friends and clients, breeders Phil and Judy Needham 

and Bena Halecky. 

 

The Fojan angle might not be a bad Kentucky Derby 

betting strategy. The 2009 Derby winner,  

Dullahan‟s half-brother Mine That Bird, also was 

Wilgerbosdrift’s Flower Alley 

has come a long way since 

rough birth  

Flower Alley: An asset to Wilgerbosdrift. 

foaled and raised at Bona Terra. Their dam, Mining 

My Own, still resides at the farm. 

 

Brunacini, who died in a plane crash in 2006, sold 

Princess Olivia to Shadai Farm for $825,000 at the 

2005 Keeneland November sale, shortly after 

Flower Alley won the Travers and finished second 

in the Breeders‟ Cup Classic. 

 

Brunacini paid just $32,000 for Princess Olivia,  

almost on a whim, at Fasig-Tipton‟s sale of Adena 

S p r i n g s  b r e e d i n g  s t o c k  i n  2 0 0 0 . 

 

“Everything was luck,” Fojan said.  (cont on p 2) 
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FLOWER ALLEY 
 

“I love old bloodlines, and she had Vaguely Noble 

in there and Lyphard. We were sitting there, and I 

said, „George, I really want this mare.‟ He said, 

„Oh, we don‟t want another one.‟” 

 

But he bought Princess Olivia anyway. When it 

came time to breed the mare, Fojan said, she and 

Brunacini put very little thought into mating Prin-

cess Olivia to the then-unproven Distorted Humor. 

 

“It was luck,” she said. “George loved Distorted 

Humor and had bought two shares in him, and I 

loved the mare, so instead of trying to find some-

thing to match her, he said, „We‟ll just breed her to 

Distorted Humor and see what happens.‟ ” 

 

Princess Olivia also had opinions. When she  

arrived home from Hagyard with newborn Flower 

Alley, she took an immediate dislike to her foal‟s 

new leather halter. 

 

“Mares can be funny if they smell something  

different,” Fojan said. “She was irritated after the 

surgery anyway, and once he had that halter on, 

she did not take to her baby at all. She almost  

mangled that baby, and it was lucky that we caught 

it in time and took the halter off. So Flower Alley 

had a really rough start.” 

 

Before being sold to Wilgerbosdrift, Flower Alley 

stood at Three Chimneys Stud in Midway,  

Kentucky and Fojan said in 2013: “Every time I 

bring over one of the mares that grew up with him, 

I say to him, „Do you remember her?‟ I take all my 

own mares to the breeding shed, and every time I 

see him, it‟s such a thrill to see him all grown up, a 

stallion at a lovely farm. He was always a little 

boy, very typey, and he has grown into such a 

handsome stallion!” – from drf.com 

Flamingo Park will catch up 
 

Due to various reasons, Flamingo Park has already 

lost three race meetings this year and plans have been 

put in place to make up for the missed events. 

 

 “In order to catch up the lost races and stakes our  

intention is to stage 10-race programmes for Kimber-

ley race meetings for the remaining period in February 

and March,” said Jay Harrielall General Manager  

Racing for Phumelela. 

 

He added that they would also review the April  

schedule. 

Star mare Tepin recovering from 

colic and will miss Dubai Carnival 

TEPIN, the Royal Ascot heroine in 2016, will not start 

off her season this weekend, with the mare recovering 

from a minor bout of colic. 

Last year's Queen Anne winner was due to make her 

comeback at Tampa Bay Downs in the Grade 3  

Endeavour Stakes, a race she won 12 months ago. 

Trainer Mark Casse told the Daily Racing Form: "We 

had to treat her for the colic, which means she can't 

run Saturday. She's fine now, and she'll go back to the 

track in the next few days, I imagine. She did this 

about the same time last year, if I recall." 

 

Tepin is also likely to miss the Dubai Carnival this 

season, where the Dubai Turf was planned for her. 

“There are plenty of other races to go for,” said Casse. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Brett Crawford makes a move 

on TRC World Rankings 
 

SEAN Tarry, Brett Crawford and Joey Ramsden appear in 

the Top 100 among Trainers on the latest TRC World 

Rankings published on thouroughbredracing.com. 

 

Graded winners weigh heavily in the determination of 

these rankings and Tarry is up 7 positions to 65 after  

winning the Gr1 Cape Flying Championship on Sun Met 

Day. Crawford, who won the Cape Derby and the Sun Met 

on the same day, makes his Top 100 debut, up 17 positions 

to 85, while Ramsden is up 4 to 97. 

 

Anton Marcus holds steady at Number 13 on the Jockey 

Rankings – Anthony Delpech (77) and Piere Strydom (88) 

are the other South Africans in the Top 100. 

 

Among the owners, Mayfair Speculators are up a further 

11 spots to 34 after starting in the mid 100s just a few 

weeks ago. Drakenstein Stud has made steady progress in 

recent weeks and are up to 74th spot on this competitive 

log. - tt. 

WE’ve had some problems at Flamingo Park recently, with two 

meetings abandoned due to rain, but we’re not alone - look at 

the tunnel at Royal Randwick in Sydney after a 70mm  

cloudburst on Tuesday morning –  they will be scrambling 

ahead of  Saturday’s Gr2 Apollo Stakes at the city track! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/rankings/category/trainer/?paginate-by=100&sort-by=rank&sort-by-order=desc
http://www.tba.co.za/

